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CHAP. I. 


11 N a very bleak evening towards che doe — 
of a very ſevere December, Baſil Carr, an 
induſtrious baſket- maker, returning from a 
5 neighbouring market, to g gladden his wife and 5 
numerous ily with the baits of the pre. 4} 
| ceding week's cheerful labours, was overtaken "2 
by a n ſtorm at the entrance of an pes 

tenſive foreſt, through which he ug to. pas 
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beſore he could reach his cottage; finding it 
impoſſible to proceed, from a ſtrong wind 
drifting the ſnow full in his face, he 


Ae 
for ſhelter to a ſheep - cot, at no great diffance, 


and alighting from his poor mare, that had 
been a faithful ſervant and ſharer of his toil- 
ſome fortunes for many years, he gave the 


poor wearied beaſt a handful of hay, and ſeat- 
ing himſelf under the ſhed, determined to 


wait patiently until the fury of the tempeſt 
ſubſided, and allowed him to rejoin his fond 
expecting family: He had been but a few 


minutes in the ſituation deſcribed, when the 


moſt piercing cries ſtruck his ear; ſtarting 


from his ſhelter, an impulſe of humanity was 
bearing him to the road he had quitted, when 
__ thinking it might be the lowing of .cattle on 
an adjacent common, or the bleating of ſcat-- 
tered ſheep through the foreſt, he was return- 
ing, when the ſhricks were repeated, and du- 
ring a momentary pauſe in the howling blaſt, 
he plainly diſtinguiſhed the words—murder 
e part the infertg. 
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g it F Baſil Carr poſſeſſed all the kindly feelings 
ind of humanity ; though rude and untutored, his 


1ed hea f felt the mild influence of heaven-bora 


ce, compaſſion, and heedleſs of ſelf, as thoughtleſs 
1d - of ſafety, he flew through the ſtorm where the 
il- 1 voice of ſuffering directed his ſteps: On re- 
the *F gaining the road he beheld a carriage, from 


oe 1 which a man had forcibly dragged a young 

to fe male, ſhe lay extended on the earth, deprived 
eft | of ſenſe and motion; two infants were crying 
nd BF beſide her, and the ſavage ruffian buſily, em- 
ew ployed ſtripping the poor inſenſible, while the 
the poſtillion, an acceſſary in the robbery, re- 
ns KK rmained on his horſe, and as Baſil approached 

Vas them exclaimed, © quick, quick, I hear a 


en foot! The villain would have fled, but was 4 
on prevented by the ſtrong oaken towel of tbe 
Al-- cottager, which le velled him with the ground? 
The driver, apprehenſive of ſharing the ſame ; 
fate, or, what was more to be dreaded, ſecured * 
| and brought to juſtice, turned enen and 4 
1 fend the lady, diſmounted and aſtitedin rai 3 
| ing her. | 3. 
5 B 2 


ny THE RUINS OF 
Baſil Carr, though convinced of the poſtil- 


lion's diſſimulation and guilt, deemed it moſt 


prudent to pretend a belief of his tale, and 
accept his offered aid, but learning that the 


- Chaiſe was engaged to go ten miles farther, 


and being unwilling to truſt the poor woman 


and her children to the mercy of ſuch an un- 
principled wretch, repreſenting her enfeebled 


condition, the bad roads, and the ſtorm, which 


indeed continued with increaſing violence, 


he urged him to drive round the foreſt, and 


reſt at his little cottage for the night, inſtead 


of purſuing the intended route. 


Wich a repreſſed yet viſible reluctance the 


poſtillion acquieſced, the lady and children 

were replaced in the carriage, Baſil remount- 
ed his mare, and in the happy conſciouſneſs 
of having probably preſerved three fellow 
creatures, bid defiance to the pelting ſtorm, 
and conducted them in perfect ſafety to his 


own humble habitation. 
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Upon their arrival, the door was opened 
by a clean modeſt looking woman, who wel- 


comed the return of Baſil with a ſmiling coun- 


tenance, and though certainly much aſtoniſhed 
to ſee him accompanied by a lady, pale as the 
image of death, and two young children, on 
receiving a hint of their condition, reſpectfully 
ſupported her into a ſmall inner chamber and 


laid her on a bed perfectly clean and neat, 
when obſerving her to look anxiouſly around, 


and the feelings of a mother giving that look 


a meaning, in the kindeſt accents ſne pro- 


miſed to feed and compole the litde ones to 
reſt. | 


The ſtranger, though reſtored to ſome de- 
gree of ſenſe and recollection, was unable to 


articulate a ſingle word, but the ſoft preſſure 


of her hand, and ſweet expreſſion of her eyes 


: 


when Agnes, the wife of Baill, laid the Neep- - 2 


ing infants by her ſide, demonſtrated more 4 


unaffected gratitude than ten thouſand pro- 
feſnons could have conveyed, 


6 THE RUINS or 
Agnes had very lately lain in, and with the 
remainder of ſome wine procured tor that oc- 


caſion, a bowl of whey was inſtantly made, and 
adminiſtered with an affectionate frankneſs 


| which declared it given with perfect good 


| quiet lumber, and next morning, though lan- 
guid and weak, was able to rife and join her 
humble friends at their early frugal repaſt. 


This family conſiſted of Baſil, his wife, and 
five children, the mother of Agnes alſo re- 
ſided with them, but ſo melancholy, perverſe, 
peeviſn, and diſcontented, was her diſpoſition, 


of the honeſt cottagers, that nothing but the 
duty of an affectionate daughter could have 
endured ; good and complying as was the na- 
| .- ture of Baſil Carr, he was often irritated, and 
.. from prudential motives alone reſtrained re- 
ſentment: His mother-in-law had lived many 

| years a favorite domeſtic in the family of a 
— nobleman, and had realized a” conſiderable 
; ſum; ; the Earl ſhe ſerved, and his immediate 
1 deſcendants 


will; having taken it ſhe ſoon ſunk into a 


that ſhe threw a gloom over the cheerfulneſs 
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deſcendants were long ſince deceaſed, but ſne 
was ſtill honored with the notice of the ſur- 
viving branches of the illuſtrious houſe; ava- 
rice was the governing paſſion of this wo- 
man, and the accumulation of wealth had ever 
been her darling ſtudy, yet painfully conſci- 
cus that the hour approached in which ſhe 
Z would be obliged to viſit that land where all 
> things are forgotten, and where wealth could 
1 claim no privilege above the pooreſt, ſhe re- 
ſeolved to ſpend the evening of her days with 


ſo paſſively ſubmit to the infirmities of age 
and the caprices of habitual ill humour, as 
Y thoſe who were attached from the ties of na- 
ture and looked up with the hopes of future 


Z the wife of Baſil Carr, her only ſurviving 
4 child ; for, added to the natural affection ſne 
g felt as a parent, ſhe knew none who would 


7 advantages: Of all Baſil's children the eldeſt 


; girl, wao was her god-daughter, was her fa- 
| vorite, and the promiſed heireſs of her wealth, 
yet theſe diſtinctions procured her but little | 
RO with her parents, and ſubjected "4 
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her to many taunts from her brothers and 
fiſters. 


Such was the family aſſembled round the 
table of Baſil Carr to breakfaſt, when the lady 
entered, and in the ſweeteſt voice imaginable, 
offered acknowledgments for his humane aſ- 
fiſtance in the moment of danger and diſtreſs, 


and the kind attentions ſhe had received ſince. 5 


*«T am concerned, my benevolent friends,” 
continued ſhe, © that I feel my power ſo un- 


equal to my wiſhes in rewarding your gene- 1 
rous ſervices, for your preſervation of theſe Y 
_ infants, my brother and ſiſter; my gratitude 4 
is unbounded, heaven will regiſter the deed, E 
Fri and on ſome future hour I truſt they will poſ- 3 
ſeß the happy ability to evince a ſenſe, and 
= 29 70 your goodneſs, when — perhaps —” 


Here ber voice 2 ereg, and the poor 1 
een affected even to tears, entreated ſhe 
would ſay no more, for that indeed their hearts 
could not bear it. Indeed ſo ſweetly melan- 


choly 
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choly was her look, and ſo plaintive her voice, 


that even the mother appeared novel, and 
with an accent unuſually kind offered her 
own arm chair by the fire, requeſted ſhe 
would try and forget the paſt, and only direct 
them how they could contribute to her future 


convenience and comfort. 


The ſtranger ſoon recovering her compo- 
ſure, in a very ſimple yet intereſting manner 
informed them, that ſhe was an orphan, left 
with the care of her brother and ſiſter, that 
until the return of a near relation, expected 
from the Weſt Indies in a few months, rctire- 


ment was her only wiſh, the more ſecluded 


the more agreeable; that ſhe had ſufficient 
funds for every neceſſary expence, and that if 
their little hoſpitable dwelling could accom- 
modate her, ſhe ſhould feel truly ſatisfied 
under ſuch worthy protection; entreated their 
pardon if her with had in the leaſt embarraſſ 


ed them, and if the propoſal did not per- £ 


fectly ſuit their convenience, ſhe must yet 
intrude on their goodneſs ſo far as to entrea* 
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| they would direct her to ſome ſafe and decent 


retirement; with that view ſhe had quitted 
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{| 
il London, and was proceeding to the village 
of Newnham, being informed ſhe could there 


find accommodations, when a fellow who had 


bbſerved her change a note at the Inn, where 


the chaiſe was hired, ſtopt it and demanded 
her money, terror deprived her of the power 
of action, the ruffian dragged her to the earth, 
and while claſping the children in her arms, 
ſne uttered thoſe piercing cries which ſo pro- 
videntialy reached the ear of honeſt Baſil Carr 
and brought him to her aſſiſtance. 


Having finiſhed her ſhort narrative ſhe 
repeated her with to remain with them, yet 
' hoped they would ſpeak with freedom, con- 
ſult their own conſcience, and then have the 
Kindneſs to direct a ſtranger, who relied with 
much confidence on their experienced good- 


With a fincerity which appeared legible on 
| the > honeſt countenance of Baſil, he replied, 
&; 5. OEM e 
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yet 


ith 


ied, | . 


that | 
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that he ſhould be very happy if his poor 
cottage could afford ker accommodation, but 
his wife and her mother knew beſt. 

Contrary to the expectation of all, Mrs. 
Harrop (the mother of Agnes) offered no 
objection, and Agnes declared ſhe ſhould feel 
quite pleaſed if the lady could put up with 


the chamber ſhe lay in laſt night; their fare, 


ſhe added, was poor, and very ſimple, but 
ſhould be always clean, and ſerved with neat- 
neſs ; and nothing on her part ſhould be neg- 


| lected to render it agreeable. - 


A glow of ſatisfaction enlivened the lovely 
face of the fair ſtranger, as ſhe declared her- 
ſelf more than contented, and obliged beyond 


| expreſſion by their ready compliance; pecu- 


nary matters were eaſily adjuſted between the 


parties, a little plan for future convenience 


arranged, and in a few hours Miſs Barry, 
(the firanger's name) and her infant charge, 
were put in quiet and full re dera. 8 
cant apartment. | | = 
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That this chamber was unoccupied, or in- 
deed in the cottage at all, was owing to Mrs. 
Harrop; upon her intimating a wiſh to re- 
ſide with her daughter, in compliment to her 
it had not only been built, but furniſhed in a 
manner very ſuperior to the other parts of the 
little tenement; the proſpect from the caſe- 
ment was beautiful, grand, and extenſive be- 
yond deſcription, it commanded a full view of 
the magnificent ruins ofan ancient Priory, and 
a noble gothic chapel, under which were 
vaults that contained the ſacred relicts of an 
illuſtrious family. Thus an advantage which 
would have conveyed a contemplative plea- 
ſure to a ſenſible well cultivated mind, af- 
forded matter of terror and diſguſt to the weak 

and ſuperſtitious Mrs. Harrop ; ſhe had oc- 
cupied the apartment but a few nights, when 
ſhe proteſted the diſmal moaning that iſſued © 
from the old monkiſh tombs diſturbed her 
| þ repoſe, and the fearful ſights that glided in an 
evening among the ruins would turn her brain, < 
and unleſs they would remove her to a part 
ol the cottage where ſhe could neither hear 3 
5 2 groans, MF © 


AVONDALE PRIGRY. . By 
groans, nor behold the ruins and their diſcon- 
tented ſpirits, ſhe mult feck friends and lodg- 
ing elſewhere. . 


In conſequence of this declaration, a large 
apartment, but very remote from this plea- 
ſant chamber, and which had ſerved them 
as a grapary, was converted into a fleeping- 
room, and with that the mother was content- 
ed, or choſe to appear ſatisfied ; yet ſo pow- 
erful is ſuperſtition over a weak uncultivated 
mind, that poor Agnes, after the cloſe of day, 
would never venture into the dreaded cham- 
ber, nor ſo much as glance at the ruins even 
when the ſun ſhone with meridian ſplendor 
leſt her eyes ſhould encounter ſome horrible 
apparition, and to theſe circumſtances alone 
was Miſs Barry indebted for the accommo- 
dation that Baſil Carr's cottage afforded. 
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CHAP. II. 


OTHING could be more ſweetly ro- 
mantic than the ſituation of the cottage, 
in which the fair unknown had become an in- 
habitant. It ſtood upon a gentle eminence in 
the boſom of a beautiful hanging wood; the 
landſcape in front was enriched with varie“ 
gated paſture, interſperſed in ſome parts with 
karge ſheets of water, and in others the moſt 
= 1 anſparent rivulets, on the banks of which 
2 2 in wild and luxuriant beauty the droop- 
ing willows, that furniſhed the induſtrious 
Baſil with materials for his baſket-work: 
Behind, the eye was delighted with an exten- 
| 22, ew of the ſpacious park belonging to 
Avondale 
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Avondale Caſtle, which roſe in Gothic gran- 

deur at ſome miles diſtance; on the right 
appeared a vaſt foreſt, the lofty trees ſeeming; 
with towering pride to loſe themſelves in 
the clouds; on the left, in a deep valley, lay 
the ruins of the ancient Priory already men- 
tioned, and beyond them a large tract of 
country, gratifying the ſight with a pleaſing 
variety of objects: In ſhort, the ſurrounding i» 
ſcenery, in every point of view, was perfectly 
adapted to charm a glowing imagination, and 
amuſe a cheerful fancy. It could not then 
be wondered that Miſs Barry, ever an en- 
thuſiaſtic admirer of the rude beauty of ſim- 
ple nature, ſhould be delighted with this 
pictureſque ſolitude, 


A. nearer and longer acquaintance with the 
honeſt cottagers afforded Miſs Barry no rea- 
fon to retract her firſt ſentiments in favor of © 
Baſil's principles and humanity ; ſhe found * 


him honeſt, good natured, humble, and coin 


Paſſionate; his wife kindly in temper, mild 
in her manners, ſimple and unaſſuming; the _; 
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mother ſeldom appeared, except at meals, 
when little converſation paſſed, her preſence 
generally inſpiring an uneaſy reſtraint among 


. 7 "oh 


For a little time the dignity of Miſs Barry's ® 
appearance, with the ſuperiority of her man- ; 
ners, awed her humble friends to filence and 
ceremonious diſtance, their reſpe&t being *X 
tinctured with fear, they converſed with ti- 25 

midity, and ſhrunk from her attempted free- 
dom until the ſmiles of complacency beam. 
ing on her beautiful countenance, and a win- 
ning affability which diſtinguiſhed every 
word and action encouraged their familiarity ; 
1 diſpelled the idea of e advantages, and yl 
 - ſoon eſtabliſhed a mutual harmony and con- 
= tentment; they treated her with deference 3 
and attention, without ceremony, and ſhe en- 2 
dteared herſelf ſo much to them by many kind 
offices, that they ſoon conſidered her as a ® 
being neceſſary to their happineſs and wel- 
fate. She aſſiſted and directed Agnes in ſe- 
Wi veral dpmeſtic matters, taught the elder chil- 
4 {ITY 28 | dren 
Bn: 258 


p 7 * « *— © HJ 1 ” ; ” " x 
+, 97 SI . - 
* 2 & - $5 L, 1 1 44 
1 3 8 5 8 f 
= 2 * #: 4 *,. 2%. - * * 0 * 
* 2 : "ZR 2 $ } —  _ g 
: 5 FF" US. + 5 25 5 Page 1 2 4 

8 * 3 8 Lb +4 

n 5 1 , * * 4 2 


% 


— 3 
* 1 * 


AVONDALE PRIOR T. 1 


dren to read and work, and from the refuſe 
of her own wardrobe decently artired the 


little ones. 


Her brother Athwold, and ſiſter Ethe- 
linde, were as yet too young to receive any 
inſtruction, and ſhe felt a pleaſing gratifica- 
tion in benefiting the children of her friends, 
at the ſame time that it beguiled the wintery 
hours of half their heavineſs, and varied her 
own amuſements, which were chiefly reading 
and writing, though ſhe neither ſent or re- 
ceived letters, except one ſhe commiſſioned: 


Baſil to put in the poſt office on her firſt ar- Ee 


rival. She commonly aſſumed a ſmiling 
cheerfulneſs, but it was only aſſumed, for too 
often the tear of ſorrow would hang on a 
cheek which appeared to have loſt many 
ſhades of its charming bloom; ſhe was lan- 
guid and depreſſed, and, in ſecret, breathed 
the ſigh of melancholy remembrance, . 
In this manner paſſed the dreary beg 7% 

a ſevere winter; the ſnow yang deep on 1 | 
round 
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ground precluded every attempt to wander 
through the woods, ſo that her walks had: 
never extended beyond the garden. and: or- 
| Chard adjoining the cottage, except once that 


po EN" 
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ſhe accompanied Agnes to a village church, 
hut the ungraceful delivery, and uninſtruc- 
tive diſcourſe of the clergyman diſcouraged: 


her from ever repeating her attendance, well: 


convinced her own private devotion, breath- 
ed from a reſigned and well regulated mind, 
was more acceptable in the ſight of a righte- 
ous Creator, and that ſhe could derive more 


perfedt inſtruftion from peruſing the page o 


2 ſenſible divine, i in her own chamber. 


With a degree of ſolicitude bordering. 
on {impatience ſhe watched the earlieſt ap- 


| > OY of ſpring ; when the ſmow-drop,. 


- fearleſs of inclement ſtorms, firſt reared its 
modeſt head, ſhe contemplated the lowly 
pr with pleaſure ; to the crocus ſhe gave 
a ſmiling welcome, and as the vernal ſeaſon 
 SJeanced, difſuiing its fragrant treaſures, ſhe 


fi her ſpirits revive, and a new world of 
| rural | 
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rural beauty burſt on her delighted view. 
She would oſten wander to the foreſt, and 
under the ſhade of a ſpreading beech or lofty 
oak, indulge her penſive humour, ruminate 


on the circumſtances of a life not unintereſt- 


till a ſoft melancholy enveloped. every 

ſenſe, and, thoughtleſs of time and place, the 
chill of evening dews would alone remind her 
ſhe was near two miles from the cottage. 

Sometimes ſhe would accompany Baſil to 
the banks of the river, and while Athwold 
and Ethelinde amuſed themſelves with the 
other children, aſſiſted him in twiſting the 
ſlender willow for his work, till at length ſne 


became ſuch a proficient, that in the more 
delicate parts ſhe far excelled his niceſt ne- 


cution. This employment for a ſhort time 


engaged her attention, but, the novelty over, 


it ceaſed to pleaſe, and her active mind ſighed. 


for avocations more ſuited to a refined and 


highly improved underſtanding. 
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One day after dinner ſhe reſolved to gra-- 


tify a deſire ſhe had long felt, to examine the 
ruins of the Priory, and having mentioned 


her intention, was requeſting Agnes to attend 


to Athwold and Ethelinde during her ab- 


ſence, when ſhe was ſuddenly interrupted by 


Mrs. Harrop, who had not retired from table, 


exclaiming with a wild vacant ſtare, going 


to the ruins! what would you do there? — 
 Athwold ! — Ethelinde ! — who gave the 
children ſuch queer heathenith n mis?“ 


Miss Barry: ſomewhat aſtoniſhed at her 


' BM emotion and abrupt queſtions, replied, _ 
were named for their parents. 


f «Do heir parents live?“ demanded ſhe. . 


e have told yon,” anſwered Miſs Barry 


=O gravely, © that I am an orphan,” and to avoid 


converſation which ſeemed to awaken pain- 


ful remembrance, ſhe haſtily quitted the cot- 


tage and bent her ſteps towards the Priory of 
Avondale, 


' CHAP. 
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CHAP. III. 


HE road Miſs Barry now purſued was 

ſo very lonely and unfrequented that 
her eye was the only guide ſhe had, and ſhe. 
had wandered over many pathleſs fields, 
ſcrambled through thick underwood, fens, and 
dry ditches, when almoſt wearied ſhe found 
herſelf on the brink of a declivity, at the bot- 
tom of which lay the ſtately-ruins ; finding a 
W <clcent nearly impoſſible, from the banks be- 
ing overgrown with briars, thiſtles, and very -- 


and ſhe was returning with pn 
for her companion, when giving another 
Siber to to what ſhe ſo much deſired eue 


bong graſs, the ſurvey conveyed only. chagrin, IH y 


. ˙ ers EO 
a Mg 

” 

x 


7 THE RUINS OF | 
"nearer, ſhe perceived under the weeds ſome- 
thing reſembling a flight of broken ſteps ; 


this diſcovery reviving her hopes, every ef- 
fort to ſucceed was exerted, and ar length, 
with much aſſiduity and the aid of her ſciſſars 
ſhe cleared the way, and deſcended 1 in perfect 


ſafety. 


She entered the venerable pile impreſſed 
with a pleaſing awe, and felt an indeſcribable 


reverence for every mouldering ſtone. Great 
Part of the ſtupendous walls were ſtill ſtand- 


ing, and in different places ſmall incloſures, 
which bore the appearance of having been 


formerly the cells appropriated to the privacy 


. : of monkiſh devotion ; 3 A magnificent range of 


Cloiſters were ſtill entire, and having hitherto 


3 reſiſted the ravaging hand of Al ſubduing 
mM time, proclaimed with bold defiance what the 
1 * once had bend. 
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Towards the centre of the ruins the re "wk 


ey could eaſily be traced, trees planted by 
"Ws hand of nature, were nge! in 3 Wx. I 
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uriance, and burſting through various chinks 
afforded ſhelter to thoſe melancholy birds 
that delight to dwell in ſequeſtered habita- 
tions; the walls and floor were moſtly covered 
with ivy and mols, yet in ſeveral places the 
remains of rich moſaic work appeared, and 
through the vacancies where caſements once 
admitted cheerful light, were now darkened 
by the glcomy cypreſs, and fad unſocial yew, 
the ancient ſplendor of the building could ſtill 


be retraced by the ſun beams darting through i 


the apertures in the ſinking roof, 


Obſerving little more than bogs pieces of. 
ſtone and marble to remain of the . 
ſe proceeded to the chapel, which 


+ tottering in ſuperb decay ; the grand altar, 7 
formerly a maſter- piece of the richeſt ſtatu- 
ary, was falling to ruin; of the inſcriptions, part ; 
only of the decalogue was legible, yet upon 
a nice and careful inſpection ſhe learned from 
ſeveral tombs, in the eaſtern aiſle of the cha- - : 
Fer that they, incloſed the "virtuous s and war. 
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like tors of the illuſtrious Houſe of 
Avondale. 


The filent ſtate in which the poor uncon- 
ſcious relics were repoſed, with the vain at- 
tempts of human pride, to ſave their memory 

from dark oblivion, inſpired a ſacred gloom, 
and ſolemn contemplation and ſhe was me- 
ditating on the leſſon of humility they taught, 

when in a ſmall wing adjoining the chapel an 
arch erected in the Doric taſte, and orna- 
mented with unpoliſhed fret work, attracted 


her notice; ſhe haſtened toward it, the inte- 


"rior was a low circular building, ſur- 
rounded with willows, drooping to the earth, 
and edeſtals, under their Thade, were 
debe , angels, reclining in the 
attitude of ſorrow; in the centre, ſupported 
by eight highly carved pillars, ſtood an oval 


dlab, of black marble, recumbent on which 
-—# lay the figures of a gentleman and lady, with N 
24 female infant, of the pureſt alabaſter ; at 
Their feet appeared two coronets, and on 5 
8 5 oa. with rich armorial bearings, were dhe 5 


ORE 
A 8 3 
fe: Ee 


AVONDALE PRIORY.e 25 


arms of two families, quartered in different 


coloured marbles; the imagery at the head 


repreſented the various virtues and graces 
which had adorned the deceaſed, and endear- 
ed them to ſurviving kindred. 


No embelliſhment was wanting that could 


render the monument ſuperb and beautiful, 


the forms were large as life, and conveyed an 
idea of ſurpaſſing elegance, while the loyelyx 


well turned features diſplayed a mild expreſ- 


ſion of innocence and ſorrow, which the fol- 
lowing inſcriptive lines, in gold letters be- 
neath the arms, rather confined than con- 
tradicted, © 
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AND IN ANOTHER COMPARTMENT 
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Though more eſteemed and 


diſtinguiſhed by nature, worth, and 


every amiable virtue, than by 
illuſtrious birth, and high dignities, 
they were deſtined to endure the 
pang of bitterneſs, and devoted to 
an early grave, yet heaven 


vouchſafed their mutual prayer, 


FOR 


A. they were lovely in their lives, 
e deaths they wwere not divided. 
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Miſs Barry had taken a copy of the in- 


ſcription with her pencil, when again glanc- 
ing at the arms ſhe fancied they were not 
unfamiliar to her eye, yet in vain endea- 


| * recollect where, ſhe had ſeen them, - 


5 : 8 ring. 
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ſeating herſelf therefore penſively on a tomb; 
ſhe continued gazing around the ſpreading 
ruin, and muſing on the circumſtances of her 
own deſtiny, ſoftly exclaimed, Oh! boaſt- 

ing grandeur, where are now thy triumphs?” 4 
Ye great and vain approach this hallowed 
ſpot, here learn a lowlineſs of mind, and form 
an eſtimate of human excellence! Py Here | 

. long ſhe fat contemplating the fallen ſolitary 2 | 
grandeur of the ancient fabric, and loft in 
the depth of melancholy meditation, heeded | 
not the paſſing hour until the laſt beams of 

the ſetting ſun faintly irradiated the moulder- : 
ing walls of the chapel, and the clock from 2 

4 diſtant ſteeple warned her it was time to 
return: She then aroſe to depart, 2 ben 4 
diſtant murmuring noiſe engaginig her at 
tention, awhile ſhe ſtopt sit drew a8 0 ; _ 
deep and repeated ſighs now ſtruck k r . | 
ſhe ſtarted, liſtened, and diſtinctly healda bb, 
ſolemn ſtep pacing through the chapel, wet: 
might be ſome penſive ſtranger like ere, 

—ſhe looked around, but ſeeing. nou U X 
fave the ſinking ſhrines and fallin 0g mo 
numents of the long forgotten dead, n 

- t: S2 , 
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leaving che place with a 8 ſomething 


like fear throbbing at her breaſt, with a quick 
ſtep ſhe then haſtened down the center aiſle. 
of the chapel, when happening to caſt her 
eyes upwards: ſhe beheld a, ſhadow gliding 
ſwiftly along an oppoſite gallery, which, on 
| reaching a magriicent: tomb, e ſunk. 
from her view. 5 

Almoſt transfixed to the ſpot, A moment. 
ſhe ſtood unknowing what to do, terror ſhook. 
her frame; ſhe would have ſhrieked, but 
could only gaſp: At length reaſon inter- 
poſed, when recollecting a ſhadow could only 
he reflected by ſome material ſubſtance, 
ſhe reſolved to aſcend the gallery, and hy. 
following, the ſhade, (which had reappeared. 
and continued to glide around) be convinced, 


chat it was no more than ſome poor ſon or 


» * ” 


* daughter of mortality indulging ſolemn ſadneſs 


Uke herſelf. With a reaſſumed and perhaps 
a forced courage, ſhe therefore quickened 


can ide the blended horror and 7 
nation which took poſſeſſion of her mind. on 


* beholding the per ſteps totally dee 


8 and 
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and every attempt to gain the gallery inef- | 
ſectual. A univerſal tremor ſeized her, ſhe 
leaned on the broken baluſtrades for ſup- 
Port, and white her eyes continued to follow 
diately a loud nolfe; which 5 1 the 
clofing of two heavy gates, was heard, which 
ſhook "the ancient building to its centre, and 
ſounding deep and hollow through the long a 
deſerted aiſles, left a low ek murmur 
whiſpering through the chapel. 

When a little recovered from the impreſ- 
ſions of terror and ſurpriſe, ſhe quitted the 
ruins, and immerſed in a variety of vague and 
painful conjectures, proceeded on her way ( 
home, Very few poſſeſſeda finer underſtanding, 
or more enlightened mind than Miſs Barry, 


and though the extraordinary occurrences of 


the evening had conſiderably Strenge a 


An idea of fupernatural appearances, ſhe te- 4 
ſol ved to frequently reviſit the ruias; and ei- 
ther confirm her opinion of their pol Hic, 
or by convincing her judgment of the error, 
diſpel che vain Hula; which, actwithftand- 


5 Aang the recent preſumptive proofs ſhe had 


C 3 experienced, 
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experienced, might partly be attributed to i * 
weak ſpirits, and the traditionary tales ſhe had 1 xt 
heard of the place, F ixed in this reſolution, 6 * 
and that of remaining perfectly ſilent as to { 
what ſhe had ſeen, before the evening cloſed N { 


' ſhe arrived at her humble dwelling, to the 
joy of Athwold and Ethelinde, and much in- 
deed to the ſatisfaction of Agnes, who had 
cheriſned a thouſand ſuperſtitious fears c con- 
cerning her viſit to the priory. 


CHAP. Iv. 


8 the ſummer advanced, Miſs Barry was 
obſerved to expect letters with the moſt 

| painful anxiety, and to peruſe the papers and 
magazines which Baſil brought her from the 
neighbouring town, regularly. once a week, 
| 119391 . 
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treat; when under the gtoo.ny ſhade of the 
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with much ſolicitude. Her accuſtomed em- 


ployments no longer could engage her at- 


tention ; the litrle brood of poultry was un- 
fed, the flowers unheeded; and even the leſ- 
ſons of Baſil's children neglected ; ſhe be- 
came grave, abſent, and dejected, and alone, 
when ſhe believed herſelf unobſerved by every 


eye, would wildly claſp Athwold and Ethe- 


linde to her throbbing boſom, and in a voice 
of anguiſh exclaim, Poor loſt undone or- 
phans!“ So very much had the ſweetneſsofher 
manners endeared her to her humble friends, 

that they ſincerely ſympathized in her un- 

known ſufferings, and melancholy pervaded 

the whole cottage. Pained at depreſſing 
them with the effect of ſorrows they could 2 
neither alleviate or remove, as much as poſ- 
ſible ſhe fled their ſociety, and having in her 
various wanderings diſcovered a nearer and 
more acceſſible tract to the Priory, featleſs of 
noiſes and ſhadows, made it her conſtant re- 


cypreſs or-weeping willow, ſhe would rumi- A 
- of 225-4 nate 
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nate on her fate until her heart almoſt burſt 


with the poignancy of her feelings. 


She had one evening, loſt in a ſad variety 
of thought, and indifferent to the chilling 


des which fell faſt around her, ſauntered a 
conſiderable way beyond the ruins, nor once 
ſtopt until a flow murmuring rivulet pre- 


vented her going farther; on looking around 
ſhe found herſelf at an obſcure entrance on 


the vaſt foreſt of Avondale. 


Inany other circumſtances than thoſe which 


claimed and occupied every thought, the 
highly cultivated beauty of rhe country on 
one fide, and the wild magnificence of nature 
on the other, would have engaged her atten- 
tion, but now the contemplation of ſelf, and 
| ſelf intereſted objects, ſo entirely engroſſed 
. her, that beſtowing a cold glance of paſſing 
approbation, ſhe. was returning, when a weak 
Mourning voice induced her to ſtop, ſhe liſ- 
| tened, it ceaſed, but again returning on the 
ll breeze, ſhe was convinced it was the accent 
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of complaint, and ſhe haftened to that part of 
the foreſt” from whence the ſounds iffued.. 


ne had fy ee bur a lite 2 chro | 


tion of fear, (for foils of diſtreſs the _ 
mind will ſhrink from danger) when-ſhe diſ- 
covered a female child apparently about five 
years old, lying on the ground and weeping 6 
bitterly: Approaching her with a voice of 
kindneſs, ſhe demanded her name, where ſhe 
lived, and how ſhe came there? The little 
innocent replied, ſobbing, Bella has loſt 
mamma! mamma has loſt Bella!“ “ Sweet 
child,“ cried Miſs Barry, raiſing and embra- 
eing her, «where ſhall we ſeek mamma?“ 
She aſked in vain, Bella could only make the 
mournful repetition, © Bella loſt mamma, 
mamma loſt Bella!“ « Dear baby!” conti⸗ 
nued Miſs Barry, holding her little hands and 
conſidering how ſhe ould act, dear baby, 
E will: guard thee to night, and to-morrow: * 
5 pail reſtore thee to K forrowin g mother.“ 
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dee foreſt, and the vivid lightning quivered 
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Thus reſolved, with Bella in her arms, ſhe 
was about to turn and leave the foreſt, when 
the ſounds of heavy ſteps behind, and a ſtern 
voice, exclaiming, © Kill her! Stop her curſed 
yell!” made her dart into the-more intricate 
receſſes of the wood. Trembling with terror 
and breathleſs with fatigue, 2 moment. ſhe 
reſted againſt a tree, and preſling the weep- 
ing child to her beating boſom, in weak ac- 
cents ſhe cried, « Mighty God!. they have 
murdered her mother : Oh! Being powerful 
as merciful, ſave us from Fe e and 
guide us from the dangers of this awful ſoli- 


tude 55 


Aer fervent petition ended; ſhe looked 
around and would have ventured farther but 
the path was, from a vaſt quantity of under- 
wood having inter woven itſelf with the hang- 
ing branches of the more lofty trees, rendered 
impaſſible ; meantime dark heavy clouds had 
gathered round, the wind blew fearfully thro? 


| Ethel the almoſt impenetrable gloom, | 
_ while 
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while the rolling thunders ſeemed to ſhake 
the vaſt concave of heaven. 


The child terrified to trembling ſilence, 
could only cling to the brezſt of her protec- 
treſs, whoſe condition was yet more pitiable 
from being ſenſibly alive to all the horrid 
dangers of their ſituation; and indeed ſo ex 
hauſted were her delicate ſpirits by the threat- 
ening violence of contending elements, and 
fear of the more infatiate fury of cruel, law- - 
leſs man, that unable longer to ſupport her- 
ſelf or her helpleſs charge, ſhe ſunk almoſt 
reſigned to the earth, reſolving pariently to 
await the pleaſure of that Being who raiſeth 
and can ſtill the beating tempeſt. 


Long ſhe lay ſhivering in the chilling blaſt, 


and drenched in the heavy rain, weakly ſtriv- 
ing to ſhelter the poor infant, (who felt almoſt 
lifeleſs) with the train of her gown, When her 
thoughts reverting to the fate of Bella's mo- 
ther, either murdered, or diſtracted for her 


Tos, ſhe nearly forgot the remembrance of her 
8 on 
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own evils, and if ſelf obtruded at all, it was 


when lamenting the diſtreſs her unuſual ab- 
ſence would occaſion at Baſil's cottage. 


In theſe and other contemplations varied 


and fad, upwards of an hour had elapſed, the 

wind had ſomewhat abated, and the rain no 
longer poured in torrents; yet all was dreary” 
and dark, when a ruſtling among the trees 
made her ſtart, and renewed every ſenſation 
of terror; even Bella raiſed her head, and in 
that moment a beam of moonlight breaking. 
thyouph the gloom diicovered a ſmall ſpaniel 
ftruggling to make way through. the thick 
underwood. 


« My. mamma's Fidelle,” cried Bella, as 
the little animal leapt upon her with every- 
poſſible demonſtration of pleaſure ; © And we 
will follow where he leads,” added Mifs. 
Barfy, © and if (ſighing) your mamma lives 
he may guide us to her.” Saying this ſhe 
aroſe. and though ſeve mm from the. 


eff 
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effects of wet and cold, reſolved to make ano- 
ther effort to emerge from the foreſt; 


The dog friſked round them, then crept 
under the wood, but quickly returning, bark- 
d and ſeemed to invite them to follow. 
* by the poor creature's eager geſ- 
tureg to make an attempt where he ſtruggled 
for a paſſage, ſne exerted all her ſtrength, and 
reſolutely advancing, with ſome difficulty 
burſt through the wood, and ſoon found her- 
ſelf jn a leſs intricate -path. Fidelle ſhook his 
tail, in token of approbation-; the night was 
become ſerene, Bella began to prattle, and 
though reflection lay uneaſy at her heart, Miſs 
Barry felt. more compoſed and her pints leſs 
agitated. 


The moon now ſhone with cheerful luſ- 
tre and caſting a mild light over the ſilent 
ſcene, diſcovered various openings on the 
foreſt, unknowing which direction to purſue, ' | 
ſhe mentally implored the guidance of hea- 
ven, agd. as. to the inſtinctive know- 
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ledge: of poor Fidelle, who very contentedly 
trotted on before, ſoon arrived at the bòund- 
ary, and ſtriking down a narrow lane, hedged 
with wild briars and woodbines, at the bot- 
tom,. in the center of a level green, orna- 
mented around with a young ſhrubbery, 
ſtood a neat though ſmall manſion, erecte 


the cottage ſtile: Miſs Barry was erin 


\ pleaſed, but the child had no ſooner caught a 
glimpſe of the well known reſidence, than 
uttering a ſcream of wild joy, and claſping 
the neck of her preſerver, ſhe cried, © Bglla's 
own houſe, Bella's mamma lives here.” A 
low gate ſtood open, Miſs Barry - walked 
acroſs the green, and gently puſhing a half 
cloſed door entered a little hall. Every thing 


was ſtill, not a murmur broke the dreary © 
filence, and the moon ſhining through the lat 
ticed eaſements. gave a pale ſolemnity to the 


whole ſcene: Miſs Barry would have explored 
the dwelling in hopes of ſeeing ſome human 
being intereſted in her little charge, but the 
recollected words © ki/] her! returning forci- 


— on her mind, ſhe trembled, leſt her fears 
hols: 
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ſhould be loſt in ſome horrid certainty ;. this 
idea united with her weakneſs, for a mo- 
ment ſuſpended every power; ſhe breathed | 
quick, and ſetting down the child, ſtaggered 


to a e for — 
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No expbſied evil, no dreatled loſs, de- 
prſſed the infant heart of Bella, ſhe flew ea- 
"uh acroſs the hall, and with delighted haſte 


opening an oppoſite door, cried, © My own 
mamma! my own mamma!“ Miſs Barry, 
though immoveable, could yet obſerve the 


objects around her, and as Bella entered the 


parlour beheld. a lady extended on the floor 
with her head reclining on the boſom of a 


lovely young woman, who alternately wiped 
the tears from her own eyes, and the pallid 
cheeks of her ſhe ſupported. At the voice 
of Bella they both ſtarted, but the eldeſt 
ſpringing from the arms of the other, and 


ſnatching the ſmiling little one to her heart, 
wildly Wed « My child! my child! e 
hath reſtored * can!“ 
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The younger lady rejoiced in Bella's ſafety, ; 1 


4 ger 
| but ſhe had not experienced the maternal - 
I pang; neither could ſhe feel the” maternal 5 


delight which now glowed in the boſom of 
|] Bella's mother; but with an air of blended ; 
| gratitude, pity, and admiration, advanced tg 
tze fainting Miſs Barry, and allfting her ® | 
| -a ſofa, kindly preſſed her cold hand, and 
gently forced her to ſwallow a glaſs of wine, 
offered ſomething like acknowledgments 
her care of the child, but ignorant how much 
ſhe had endured to preſerve her, appewed 
more anxious to reſtore her to compoſure, and 
| contribute to her welfare, by. wringing the 
Water from her hair, and. attiring her poor. 
ſhivering form in dry clothes. | 
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Meantime the mother of Bella continued 
to expreſs her joy in the moſt frantic: manner, 
until her ſiſter, (for ſuch the younger lady 
proved) to compoſe her agitated fpirits, and, 

| © if poſſible, divert her thoughts, ſoftly re- 
minded her, that in her own ſatisfaction for 
*. the fafety of Bella ſhe had forgotten to offer 
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any acknowledgments to the charming ſtran- 
ger who had been her preſerver. 


cc. True,” cried ſhe, for a moment quit- 
ting the child, with fervor taking the hands 
of Miſs Barry, and caſting herſelf at her 


feet, true; then Oh! thou bleſt refzgrer of my 


darling, let my preſent joy demon hat 
gratitude [I owe—1 feel—I cannot an 7 
expreſs it; but no, you muſt be a mother 
feel a mother's pangs, a mother's pleaſures, 
before you can conceive my preſent tran- 
ſports; then, and only then, thou beautiful 


reſtorer of my treaſure, thou wilt learn topity 
and to pardon a mother's weakneſs.” 


© Riſe, madam, I conjure you,” replied the 
enfeebled Miſs Barry, in a languid voice, 
e diſtreſs me not by a poſture ſo unbecoming; 
pray riſe, and ceaſe to degrade the ſweeteſt 
feelings of nature with the name of weakneſg,. 


deign to believe, that in my own idea I have 


only performed the omen atx of humanity 
} 2 1420 4 WL f 
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ty, if more, am J not rewarded in your pre- 
ſent happineſs? 


The tranſports of the mother having now 
ſubſided into a tranquil pleaſure, ſhe requeſted 
her ſiſter to prepare the evening repaſt, and 
Miſs Be finding herſelf too much indiſ- 
— 0 return home that night, entreated a 
ger might be diſpatched with an aſſu- 
Mice of her ſafety, to quiet the, apprehen- 
ſions of Baſil's family; but vain was the re- 
queſt, the only attendant the little manſion 
could boaſt was a female ſervant, who had 
been entruſted with the care of Bella, but in 
liſtening to the ſoft tale of a ruſtic admirer; 
had ſuffered the child to leave her ſight, when 
inſenſible of danger ſhe had wandered to that 
part of the foreſt where providentially her 
"ſoft complaint reached the ear of Miſs Barry. 
On miſſing the child; the ſervant ran wildly 
about the garden, orchard, and adjacent fields, 
and unable to trace her ſteps, on the return 


of the ladies from their evening walk, crying, | 
* Miſs Bella is drowned or loſt,” fled from 
„ K 
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their preſence, leaving the mother in a ſtate 
of diſtraction, and the aunt in little better; 
this being the caſe, no account could be ſent 
to the cottage, and Miſs Barry was con- 
ſtrained to remain ſatisfied with an aſſurance 
that ſoon as the morning dawned a peaſant 


ſhould be procured to carry her cakymands. 


pre- 


A neat repaſt ſoon made its app 


n- when, with the moſt amiable frankneſs 

e- MW hoſpitality Mrs. Fitzaubin and her fiſter preſ- 

on WM fed their fair gueſt to partake of it, but, alas! 

ad the agitation and fatigue of the few preceding 
in hours, added to her own ſerret dejection, 
r; 3 had ſo much affected her ſpirits, and delicate . 
en frame, that ſhe diſcovered every ſymptom of 

at qa burning fe ver, her lips were parched, her 

er eyes heavy, and through her cheeks flaſhed 

y. 2 deep hectic red, her limbs ſhivered with 

ly a cold, and all her ideas wandered. Alarmed 

„ at her condition, her new friends with the 


moſt affectionate care attended her to bed, 
and, during the night, watched her with 
F xnxious/lcitude: Phe 2 brouy 


„ . 
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Agnes, wich Athwold and Ethelinde, but 
they were totally unheeded by the poor ſuf- 
ferer, who, in her delirium, raved on the ; 
names of Athwold, Martini, and St. Clair, | 
and cloſing every ſentence with « Ethelinde 1 
is forgotten! Ethelinde is undone!” would 3 
* 4 o eſcape from bed, and on being 4 

bd would {nk into unconſcious ſtu- 


Y a and uncertain 12 while 5. | 
friends attached from a ſympathy. equal to 
their gratitude, never for a moment leſt her, 
and in her much deſired recovery promiſed 
| hemſelyes the tweeter reward for * b 
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| As 1 alin FRG ud; Sor 3 
returned, and though unable to ſpeak, ſhe 
Would look up with an intereſting. gratitude 
expreſſive beyond the power{/of the moſt | 
ſtudied. eloquence. . In the firſt moments of 
.xeturning ſenſe ſhe perfectly recollected the 
; Segurrences of the evening in which ſhe had 
deen taken ill, and ſenſible, from her exceſ- 
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ſive weaknels, that ſhe had been ſome time 
under the roof of Mrs. Fitzaubin, in a tremu- 
lous voice demanded of Agnes, whether an 
L letters had yet arrived for her? Being an- 
nde ſwered in the negative, ſhe fecbly preſt her 
uld 3 hands upon her breaſt, and burſt into ſuch 


but 
ſuf- | 
the : 
lair, | 


ing an agony of tears, as greatly alarmed her 
tu- friends, leſt the agitation ſhould oceaſion a 
ry relapſe; it however produced no other ec 
ner than adding a yet deeper ſhade to that me- 


lancholy which appeared to have taken a laſt- 
er, ing and fatal root. Nothing could exceed 
ed 8 the langour of her ſpirits, yet her flrength : 
oo returned, and ſhe aſſumed a ſerenity of man- 8 


1 4 JS 8 + 


ner which wore the mild appearance of * 5 
a 9 nation. | | 
MN: Xx 5 8 
When e to walk ſhe would "We re 

le 1 turned to Baſil's cottage, but this was Lind 

ſt | oppoſed by her friends, and indeed the good 

f natured Agpes, negletful of her own inte- 

0 reſt, and ably conſulting the comfort and 


convenience of her dear Miſs Barry, entreated 
tg: 5 remain a little longer Where ſue 
F „ | cou 
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to come every day as well to receive her 
commands as to give Athwold and Ethelinde 
a walk. We are eaſily perſuaded to what we 
wiſh. Miſs Barry, to the high gratification 
of Mrs. Fitzaubin and her ſiſter, and the no 


to their united requeſts, and agreed to reſide 
ſome time longer at the foreſt houſe: Nor 


met with ſimple honefty, unaffected good 
nature, and a deſire to pleaſe ; but in the man- 


liant underſtanding, adorned with all the re- 
; finements of a highly finiſhed education, and 
ſo powerful was the ſecret impulſe-towards 
_ theſe ladies in her breaſt, that had circum- 
ſtances juſtified the idea, ſhe had conceived 


endeared them to her. 
part firſt laid the baſis of regard for Miſs 
oth and as ſhe recovered, the W 

charm 


could be ſo much better attended, promiſing 


leſs contentment of Agnes, at length aſſented 


was it any wonder her heart gave it the pre- 
ference: In the cottage of Agnes ſhe indeed 


fion of Mrs. Fitzaubin, ſhe found the intelli- 
gent mind, the benevolent heart, and the bril- 


ſomething more than a common attachment 
; Gratitude on their 
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charm in her manner, the ſurpriſing loveli- 
neſs of her figure, and thoſe elevated ſenti- 


ments, which could not be obſcured even by 
the diſadvantages of the ſituation under which 


ſhe appeared, engaged their admiration and 
reſpect, at the ſame time they ſecured a warm 
and ſincere friendſhip. 

The ſiſters often, when alone, expreſſed a 
ſurpriſe, that a young creature, ſo formed by. 
nature and education to grace the moſt en- 
nobled condition in life, ſhould conceal her- 
ſelf in ſuch low obſcurity ; yet when they 
conſidered the rectitude of her ideas, and the 
retiring modeſty of her conduct, they attri-, 
buted her ſecluſion rather to ſome laudable 
though ſecret motive, than to conceal indiſ- 
cretion, or indulge romantic novel hopes: 
Impreſſed with theſe ſentiments towards each 
other, an intimacy enſued, and an amiable b 
freedom tinctured with refvett, the cauſe and 
not the effect of familiarity, ſoon prepared 
the way for a confidence and regard which . 
ſueetened their retirement, and tended to 
promote 
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promore their mutual happineſs and welfare. 
So quiet, ſerene, and contented, did the 
1 little family of Mrs. Fitzaubin now appear in 
| ö | the eyes of Miſs Barry, that could ſhe have 
| baniſhed corroding reflection, © plucked from 
the memory a rooted ſorrow, and forgot ſhe 
had been happier, the life ſhe now led was ſo 
ſuited to her penſive turn of mind, ſhe had 

f pronounced herſelf happy : She daily walked 
to Baſil's cottage, and, when her ſpirits per- 
mitted the exertion, inſtructed the children 


& Flo 8 » 
"* « EO My . 


as uſual, in their leſſons, and unwilling that : 

the honeſt couple ſhould loſe by their diſin- 5 
tereſted-kindneſs, ſhe paid her board the ſame h 

as when their conſtant gueſt, ſo that though 1 

ſhe reſided with Mrs. Fitzaubin, the cottage 7 

was ſtill her nominal home. : ö N 
Athwold and Ethelinde ſoon. became the ; 

I intimate and delighted companions of Bella, I; 
WW who being a few years older, in all their little ſe 
i . innocent ſports was the happy directreſs, a 
© while they, as their young ideas expanded, 4 
ſeeing ſhe was careſſed by Miſs Barry, fondly + | 1 


endeavoured to imitate her endearing man- 
ners, and be equally approved. 
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CHAP. v. 


T will be naturally conceived that Miſs 
Barry felt at leaſt an equal defire to be 
acquainted with the eircumſtances that could 
induce people of ſo ſuperior anvunderſtand- 
ing and appearance as Mrs. Fitzaubin and 
her ſiſter, to ſeclude themſelves in ſo very 
remote a ſolitude, and that in the gay ſeaſon 
of life, when the world is ſuppoſed to diſplay: 
ſv many charms to allure and captivate the 
ſenſes, but the ſame delicacy of ſentiment! _ 
which repreſſed their inquiries, ſealed alſo =] 1 
lips of their amiable gueſt ; yet their mutual 
ſence was very remote from a ſuſpicion that 
a diſcloſure would expoſe ſecret ii: | 
and by leſſening the opinion weakena friend- 1 4 | 
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8 0 N to all; it rather originated 1 in: 
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a tender fear that inquiry would only awaken 
painful remembrance, and recall ideas per- 


many weeks elapſed, and ſtill they remained 
perfect ſtrangers to the hiſtory of each other, 
until one day that a letter was preſented to 
Mrs. Fitzaubin : Having peruſed it with a 
ſmiling pleaſure, ſhe informed Miſs Barry 
that a very few days would render her felicity 
complete, by reſtoring a beloved huſband, 
whom ſhe truſted would prove an agreeable 
acquiſition to their retirement, 


% o 


Wich a timid and reſpectful air Miſs Barry 


ladies of ſuch diſtinguiſhed merit and endow- 
ments ſhould, by ſecluding themſelves, de- 
prive the world of the pleaſure and advan- 
. 1855 Weir ſociety N could afford. 
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: « And might 1 not, my charming young 
friend,” replied Mrs. Fitzaubin, with a mildly 

penetrating. look, © more than retort upon 
ou, 0 in all the pride of youth and beauty 


haps better to be forgotten for ever. Thus 


then firſt ventured to hint her ſurpriſe, that 


EIS. withdraw 7 


It 


N WW 

* 
1 
5 
FS . 
5 


S 
— 5 


AVONDALE PRIORY. 51 


withdraw from an admiring world? Who 


free, unengaged, and formed with every na- 


tural and acquired grace, every endearing 
virtue that can bleſs the heart of man, mould 
hide theſe excellencies in deep obſcurity? 
Yet I truſt, my ſweet girl, when a longer un- 
remiting friendſhip and attention t your 
wiſhes ſhall have rendered me worthy your 
confidence, you will vouchſafe to indulge me; 
in the mean time could I hope a recital of 
the circumſtances of my very unintereſting 
life, would be any e moſt cheer- 


| "_ ſhould you have it.“ 


Miſs Barry appeared much embed 
yet aſſured her, ſhe ſhould not only be highly 


gratified, but conſider herſelf much honored 


by ſo pleaſing a mark of confidence being 


repoſed in her friendſhip. Mrs. Fitzaubin, - 


after an aſſenting bow from her ſiſter, com 


menced her relation in the following words, 


deſcended from an illuſtrious | 


eig. at IT very early age I found 1 n 
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orphan, deſtitute of every poſſeſſion to ſup- 
port the pride of birth, or alleviate penury, 
and pitiable indeed had been my fate, but for 
the compaſſionating benevolence of a maiden 
aunt, who, upon the deceaſe of her brother, 
my laſt ſurviving parent, welcomed me to 
her arms, adopted me for her own, and M- 
deed was unto me as a mother; ſhe was the 
tet, the firſt of women; in her kind boſom 
all the chriſtian virtues reigned with the 
mildeſt luſtre, and diffuſed over her manners 
a happy ſerenity which extended its influence 


and diſtinguiſhed Wy her approbation.” 


« « Though ſhe had attained that age to 
which caprice, ſingularity, and ill nature are 
imputed in unmarried women, her conduct 


when ſhe approached ; and while the ſanctity 
ol her manners corrected every improper in- 
"clination, her refined ſenſe and ju 


firuſted 


over all who were honored with her notice 


contradicted the illiberal aſſertiog; for ſhe 
| poſſeſſed an innocent freedom and happy vi- 
vacity, which dreſſed the face of youth in ſmiles 


ment in- | 
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ſtructed the ignorant, artleſs, and unwary; 
though ſuperior to moſt weakneſſes herſelf, 
ſhe pitied them in others, and never was the 
deluded female, the deſtitute wanderer, or 


ſorrowing penitent turned with diſdain from 


her dwelling; in commiſerating their errors 


ſhe would ſay, I ſecure a pardon for my own, 
and would wiſh the boaſted pride of unat- 
tempted honor to conſider, that virtue 1s not 
truly virtue until ſeverely tried; tried and 
tempted by a favored object, and never til! 
that ſignal victory is gained, let the preſuming 
hand of brittle reputation caſt the ſtone of 
cruel ſcorn at a betrayed unhappy ſiſter! Ah! 
would the female world but imitate her con= | 
duct, that character ſo much diſdained and | 
ſhunned would ſoon be held in higher efti- 
e by the young and gay. 


Bleſt with the care, the counſels, and Ex- 
ample of ſo wiſe and excellent a monitreſs, 
bad indeed muſt have been my principles, | 
and depraved my heart, had I not imbibed | 

ſome ſhare of her virtues : Yes, my cope | 
| 5 , | 2 3 HOARY I gave e 4 
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and acting as ſhe would have directed. 


Happy and reſpected, with ſcarce a wiſh 
to interrupt the peaceful current of my days, 
J lived until I had attained my eighteenth 
-year, at that period my aunt accepted the 
invitation of a friend to paſs a few months 1n 
Dublin, and I had permiſſion, during her 
abſence, to accompany a young lady on a 
party of pleaſure with her parents to the 


famed Lake of Killarney: Pleaſed with the 


attention of my friends, and delighted with 
the novelty of our amuſements, time moved 
ſwiftly on, and I was requeſted to ſolicit a 
month longer, when a letter arrived from my 
aunt, informing me ſhe was at home, and 
_ Kclired? my immediate preſence on matters 


' | of 


gave her pleaſure while on earth, and cheered 
the bed of death; and, I will hope, my fu- 
ture actions never will diſhonor her loved 
gracious memory, but if it is allowed the bleſ- 
ſed to behold the dwellers upon earth, ſhe 
will view with complacency the creature of 
her goodneſs attempting to imitate her worth, 
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of importance: Alarmed at the unuſual im- 
patience of her ſtile, and fearing indiſpoſition 
was the cauſe, I bade a haſty adieu to my 
friends, and in a few hours reached home in 


ſafety.” 


« With trembling ſteps and a beating 
heart I flew to her apartment, ſhe welcomed 
me with all her accuſtomed tenderneſs, and 
commended my ready compliance, yet with 
an embarraſſment to me inexplicable : She 


was much paler than when we parted, and 


her eyes were rivetted on me as if to pene- 
trate my thoughts, and diſcover a ſomething 


yet unknown, Aſtoniſhed beyond expreſſion 
at her demeanour, my looks demanded ex 
planation, but ſhe ſhunned my glance, preſſed 

my hands, and in painful confuſion would 

have retired, when throwing myſelf between 
her and the door, I conjured her, by the: | 
names of friend, mother, benefactreſs, to 
ſpeak and relieve my torturing anxiety.” 
« Riſe, my beſt child,” cried ſhe, with in- 
creaſing agitation, ** riſe, your tender fears | 
ws only 
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which I am not miſtreſs, to confeſs a weak- 
neſs—no I cannot, my Jeſſy, yet ſupport the 
idea of meeting. a mild filent reproach from 
your eyes, from you who have ever dutifully 
looked up to me for direction and example. 
Stop, continued ſhe, ſeeing me about to 
reply, «ſtop and learn from me the inſuffi- 
ciency of human wiſdom, to impede the pw 
el is of the paſſions.” | 


| «© When much about your age, I was ad- 
dreſſed by a youth endowed with every vir- 
tue that could ennoble human nature, and 
with a perſon formed to captivate the heart 
of woman; every neceſſary preliminary was 
arranged, and the day appointed for our nup- 
tals, when to blight my every hope of peace 
and happineſs on earth, unknown to me he 
was involved in a fatal duel, and in the very 


N that J with modeſt happy expectation: 
Vi | awaited 


only augment the conflict in my boſom. I 
thought J had collected ſufficient reſolution, 
let me call it aſſurance, to diſcloſe my future 

- purpoſe, but find it requires a fortitude of 
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awaited the arrival of a gay bridegroom, his 
bleeding body, ſupported by ſervants, was 
introduced ; his lateſt breath invoked a bleſ- 
ſing on me, and recommending to my kind- 
eſt care an FRO brother, he expired within 

my arms.“ 


* 


« When the firſt days of my diſtracting 
grief were over, with much ſolicitude I ſought 
the child, vowing to devote every future hour 
to form his mind to goodneſs, and promote 
his welfare, for, like his brother, he was de- 
ſtitute of fortune : Long I fought him in vain 
and at length diſcovered he had been taken 
from nurſe by an opulent uncle, and carried 
to England. This for the preſent ſufficed, 
but I ſecretly reſolved to obey the wiſhes: of 
my departed lover, and when opportiinity 
offered, protect him with my utmoſt power,” 

| | 4 
«© Much about this be your father 
formed an attachment with a lovely though | 
indigent young woman of faſhion, and to the 
entire diſapprobation of his father, who had 


2 
9 
3 
* 5 
7 * . 1 
- A MP. 
. » k - 4 4 
as — 1 » * $ 2 
«4+ 1 45 5 299 
-Y N SS Wa S 
* *, „„ + 
4 * 3 * - 1 
4 4 * 
2 # 
% 


$5 THE RUINS OF 
more ambitious views for him, in a ſhort time 
married her. Though confined in their cir- 


knew no interruption 'till death unexpectedly 
broke in upon their little dwelling, and di- 
vided the faithful pair.“ 


To all the helpleſſneſs of genteel life your 
mother united a delicate conſtitution, which 
before you had attained your ſixth year laid 
her in the grave, and plunged your ſurviving 
parent in a melancholy he neyer. recovered. 
My father's reſentment continued unabated, 
nor even when his ſon expiring implored his 
pardoning bleſſing, would he vouchſafe it, 
though he nd ſo far as to grant me a 


you was kept far diſtant from his ſight: To 
his ſevere pleaſure I was obliged to ſubmit.” 


„I was ſtill young, reputed handſome, and 


 keirels: : Theſe advantages you will eaſily be- 


cumſt ances, and loſt to the world, they en- 
joyed a large portion of happineſs, which 


reluctant permiſſion to protect you, provided 


| fince the death of my brother, conſidered an 
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lieve aſſembled a numerous train of admirers, 
but my heart, faithful ro my firſt love, and 
1 devoted to his memory, rejected their ad- 
1 dreſſes, and with firmneſs 1 told them my re- 
El ſolution was taken r never to wed.” 
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ce This determination a ſecond time diſap- 
pointing the expectations of my father, 
& while under the influence of paſſion he made 
a will, bequeathing his whole fortune to a 
diſtant branch of the family, if I died un- 
married; if I married the whole devolved to 
me, without any reſtriction whatever: By 
this proceeding he gratified an unjuſtifiable 
reſentment, and precluded the poſſibility of 
effectually benefiting you. Soon after he 
paid the debt of nature, and I warm and zea- 
Jous in a growing affection for you, welcomed 
you to my boſom and protection, and in all 
my circumſcribed ability allowed, became 
unto my Jeſſy, what I muſt ever Dey the 8 
friend and mother.” . 
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« My heart ſtill revolting at ſecond choice; | | 
and fondly indulging the idea, that your: mo- | 
deſt beauty and growing excellence would 


engage ſome worthy youth to become your 
protector, before I left you for a happier 
world; I little regretted the ſeverity of my | 
father, particularly as I enjoyed the intereſt of | I 
his fortune, which was ſufficient; and all J | | 


= ſhould have "_ even had the principal been 
nin my power.” 


« Thus ſerene, bleſt with a ſelf approving 


mind, and your artleſs dutiful regard, I lived | 

|. Without one anxious varying thought, until 
my late journey to Dublin, when chance or | 1 
deſtiny introduced me to a young man—how | 

ſhall I deſcribe him? He is the perfect image | 

of my long departed lover! at his approach I | 
my faded cheek a moment wore its former t 
go, my eyes were rivetted upon his bloom- ö N 
= ing face, while long indulged, long forgotten | 
emotions fluttered at my heart, and me- i 
thought the grave had reſtored my Edward. i 
But what were the mingled ſenſations which 4 
e el 2 
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ſurpriſed me, when, upon inquiry, I diſco- 
vered in the lovely youth, that brother, ſo 
fondly recommended to my care by the dear 
dying Edward. I alſo learned, he groans 
beneath the weight of humiliating depend- 
ance, on an arbitrary, imperious, and unkind 
uncle, who indeed hath given him an edu- 
cation, but no profeſſion, by which he might 
ſhake off the load of oppreſſion that cruſhes 
his great ſpirit and embitters life.“ 


: «Deeply. affected by theſe circumſtances, 
tenacious of my promiſe vowed on the facred 
rehcs of poor Edward - and why diſſemble 
to indulge a ſoft idea which I cannot con- 
quer, I bid defiance to the ſarcaſm of a world 
that I am ſenſible will cenſure a woman of | 
thirty- eight uniting with a youth of twenty; 
and offered him my hand as the only me- 
thod left me to put him in undiſturbed. and 
indiſputable poſſeſſion of an ample fortune, 
and releaſe. him from the tyranny of his u- 
cle. He conſented, nor was I ſurpriſed or 
offended to behold more of gratitude .and | 
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reſpect, than tenderneſs and rapture, on the 

| occaſion. In this arrangement think not, 
Jeſſy, ſhe continued, © that you or your in- 
tereſt are forgotten; a ſum 1s allotted which 
ſecures you independence: And now, my 


child, the reaſon of your aunt's confuſion is 
_—oc. 1855 


ce It is unneceſſary, my dear Miſs Barry,” 
continued Mrs. Fitzaubin, © to relate all I 
faid on the occaſion; it is ſufficient, that 
amid a thouſand embraces I aſſured her of 
my perfect approbation, that I rejoiced in 
her approaching happineſs, and was prepared : t 
to eſteem and reſpect the gentleman, as friend, t A 
guardian, and uncle; returning my careſſes 1 b 
ſhe then diſmiſſed me, in order, as ſhe ſaid, I I 
to collect ſome ſhare of compoſure, to re- f if 
ceive the youth who was expected the ſame 
evening.” 
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« It would be very difficult to defcribe m7 
private ſentiments on this occaſion: I had 
ever conſidered my aunt as the moſt pru- ö 
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| 4 and beſt of women, and that very few 
equalled her in either ſenſe, benevolence, or 
diſcretion ; I was therefore firmly of opinion, 
that ſhe was rather influenced by a deſire to 
promote my welfare, diſcharge her ſacred 
vow, and benefit a deſerving youth, in kind 
remembrance of his brother, than to gratify 
that romantic paſſion, which deaf to the voice 
of reaſon, too often miſleads the female heart. 
In her I knew the impetuoſity of youth muſt 
be ſubſided, thoughtleſſneſs ſucceeded by 
mature and wiſe reflection, and conceived an 
enlivened friendſhip to be the warmeſt fen- 
timent ſhe could feel; yet ſhe acknowledged 
a ſofter ſenſation, what then, thought I, muſt 
be the wonderous youth that can inſpire it? 
In truth my imagination pourtrayed him 
ſomething more than mortal, and with reſt- 
leſs impatience I awaited the hour of his ap- 
Pearance: Not ſo my aunt; a ſweet ſere M 
ſat in her mild features, and her whole. de. 
meanour was become. compoſed; I attempted 
to make her gay, and laughing told her, that i | 
were I a * I ſhould be half wild with 
pleaſure, | 


| 
5 
b 
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pleaſure, and ſhould think of nothing but 
gaiety, congratulations, the attentions of my 
lover, and the high favor I was confering on 
him.” 


ce And ſuch ideas, Jeſſy, once were mine,” 


replied ſhe, „to your age they belong; but 


that which is amiable and innocent in youth, 
would be not only ridiculous but reprehen- 
ſible at my years. Think not then, my dear 
child, that though I have confeſſed a ſenti- 


ment, perhaps, in me, unbecoming, that its 


indulgence is my prevailing motive in wed- 
ding the brother of my Edward: No: I 
truſt my future conduct, and the unbounded 
freedom he will enjoy, without the reſtraint 
of an old woman on his actions, will at leaſt 
conyince him, and you, that I had had more 
generous and diſintereſted inducements for 


= the nominal change of my condition: I call. 
itt nominal, becauſe, though I will certainly 


. become his wife, and would delight in his 
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- ſociety, I ſhall often live in retirement, to 
3 leave him at perfect liberty to purſue thoſe 
amuſements | 
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ceived him with evident pleaſure, yet with 


demeanour ; but as that confuſion wore off, 
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n ene adapted to his age; a fond old 
woman would be more inſupportable than 
an unkind young one; the one is ſure to diſ- 
guſt, the other may be ſoftened,” “ 


—— .... 


CHAP. vl. 


1 WAS 1 making any: comment 
on this ſerious reply, by the arrival of the 
gentleman being announced : My aunt re- 


more _ maternal ſatisfaction than the timid 
fondneſs of a miſtreſs, On my being intro- 
duced, he offered his devoirs with an embar- 
raſſment, which made him appear to much 
diſadvantage, and certainly gave me but an 
indifferent opinion of the gracefulneſs of his 


he diſcovered an obliging complacency of 
manners which rendered him truly pleaſing, 
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and I ſoon | ceaſed t to Renter at 2 aunt's $ 
partiality.” _ 


« His countenance was animated, his figure 
genteel, and his ſentiments on every ſubject 
liberal and refined; he was—Oh ! heaven, he 
was too amiable 'for my peace; my ungo- 
vernable heart confeſſed his power long be- 
fore I could admit the thought of ſupplant- 
ing the relation, who had been from infancy 
the tender faithful guardian of my happineſs, 
and the maternal directreſs of all my ways. 
There needed no confeſſion from the lips of 
the lover of what ſentiments J had infpired 
him with; his languid yet expreſſive eye, his 
tremulous voice and altered appearance were 


ſufficient Eonfirmation of the conflict within 


his boſom ; indeed ſo deeply did the internal 
ſtruggle affect him, that he was ſeized with 


a dangerous fever, and during his wild deli- 


rium diſcovered the ſecret his lips Had con- 
cealed wich the niceſt ears 


* | | * . 
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8 My : aunt uttered no complaint, no re- 
proach, but during every lucid interval would 
A 1 deemed im- 


poſſible to be performed. 


his health, as a much regarded friend, than to 
ſecure the * hand of the affianced 
lover.“ 


At length he ſhewed ſigns of amendment: 
My joy could not be repreſſed, it burſt the 
feeble reſtraint of my aunt's preſence, and in 
wild unconnected ſentences I partly avowed 


my attachment, when I meant only to de- 


monſtrate ſatisfaction on his recovery: I be- 
lieve my artleſs tranſports aided his returning 
health, for when he heard my voice, and be- 
held me watching by his pillow, with tender 


care depicted in my face, his pale cheek 
would glow, but, ere his eye could thank me, 


it would turn with a mournful timid expreſ- 


ſion on my attending aunt, who certainly felt 

a degree of pleaſure equal to my own ; but 
her's was placid and ſerene; and I, inſen- 
= 


Ind ſeemed more 
anxious to compoſe his ſpirits, and reſtore | 
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fible as ungrateful, was ſuppoſing from her 
calmneſs, that a diſcovery of our ſentiments 
had effected a change in her own, and pro- 
voked her to reſentment, when the bleſſed 


woman was projecting our mutual felicity.“ 


81 One day, when he was able to ſit up, 


ſhe took up a hand of each, and having preſſ- 
ed them with ardour to her boſom, told us, 
that we muſt not, could not be ſurpriſed that 
| ſhe was no ſtranger to our reciprocal attach 
ment. Be not agitated, continued ſhe, I ap- 
prove your paſſion ; the union of thoſe I love 
beſt on earth, is my deareſt wiſh; to con- 


ſtantly behold you flouriſhing in worth and 


harmony together, would keep me yet a little 
longer from the friendly grave, where my 
dear hopes have long been cold and buried: 

Would then, my children, that I could give 
you independance as eaſily as I can give you 
_ happineſs, but, alas! you know how fatally I 


am reſtricted, and that only on a huſband 1 


can beſtow affluence. When firſt I beheld 
Jobs dear image of my fainted Edward, I 
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felt moſt happy in the power of adding for- 
tune to your early worth ; then you was free 
and unattached, now the acquiſition and its 
ſad appendage, by precluding every hope of 
union with my Jeſſy, could only heap re- | 
pentance on your head, and ſtrew your path ; ö 
with thorns, ſo that muſt never be; that which 
a little time ago would have been a virtue in 
me, would now load me with the blackeſt 
guilt—we will be the deareſt friends, my 
Henry, but nothing more.“ 


ene 2 e ras 
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« After this converſation it was agreed 
among us, though with faint hopes of ſucceſs, 
to attempt the feelings of his uncle, the an- 
ſwer, though a ſhock, conveyed little diſap- 
pointment; it commanded my lover, on pain 
of eternal diſpleaſure and difinheritance, to 
think no more of an Iriſn match, but to re- =_ 
turn inftantly to be united to a lady, whoj 
though every way his ſuperior, had vouch- | 
fleck from his recommendation to promiſe - 
the honor of her hand, 5 $52 
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« Though mortified and diſtreſſed, my 
lover remained as unmoved in his affection 
to me as determined in his rejection of the 
lady, and in a dutiful, yet ſpirited letter, in- 
formed his uncle of his unalterable reſolution 
to endure ſcorn, want, and all their conco- 
mitant evils, rather than degrade his princi- 
ples, and ſacrifice his feelings, by giving his 


La id to one, when his heart was devoted to 


another.“ 


«© This letter diſpatched, my aunt, with all 
the true dignity of conſcious benevolence, and 
ſweet perſuaſion beaming in her eyes, told 
him, that though ſhe was the laſt who would 
encourage a rebellious ſpirit to a parent, ſhe 


perfectly approved his conduct, and fance he 


had afferted the prerogative of human nature, 
and not yielded his judgment, happineſs, and 


17 | freedom of action, to the rigid will of an im- 
perious relation; if the poſſeſſion of Jeſſy 8 


hand, and the free participation of her in- 
come could be any recompenſe, they both 


awaited his acceptance. It would ps needleſa 
- I | to. : 


” wm” 
* 


to repeat our joy and gratitude on this diſin- 
tereſted offer; we fell at her feet, promiſing 
to be guided by her ſuperior direction in 
every future action of our lives, when ſhe 
raiſed us with the fondeſt aſſurances of regard 
and protection to the laſt hour of her exiſt- 


ence.“ 


« The uncle of my lover diſdaining to re- 
ply; in leſs than two months I became the 
happy, the adored bride of my ever loved 
Henry Fitzaubin. Soon after we embarked 


1 : 
} oed the moſt contented of created beings ; 
|] | the birth of my little Bella was an addition 


year, then it pleaſed the almighty to reward 
a life of unſullied virtue in my aunt with a 
glorious immortality. Surely the peaceful 
conſcience of a dying ſaint is the ſweet earneſt 
of a promiſed heaven; the bleſſed woman felt 
no anxious fear, but that ariſing from the 
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for England, where, for near four years we 


to our common happineſs, which knew no 
> j& interruption until ſhe had attained her third 


j{ Knowledge of our forlorn condition; with re- 


* 
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ſignation ſhe expired within my arms, while 
the parting bleſſing trembled on her cloſing 


lips. Our afflicton for the irreparable loſs of 


ſuch a friend may be better conceived than 
deſcribed, indeed ſo totally had it overwhelm- 
ed us, that not until our laſt guinea was 


changed had a thought of our deſtitute. ſitu- 


ation once obtruded on our ſorrowing hours.“ 


TA ſtranger I hope to the humiliating 
embarraſſinents of poverty, you can form no 
idea of the varied diſtreſſes we experienced : 
Reduced to a ſingle room, in an obſcure 
corner of London, the ſale of our clothes, and 
the ornaments of happier days, were our ſole 
ſupport, our only reſource from want and a 
priſon. At length that poor fund was exhauſted, 


and ſhuddering at the approach of horrors 
ſtill unknown, we ſtood upon the brink of 
black deſpair. Where were then the fairy 
ſcenes of ſmiling bliſs which ſanguine youth 


pourtrays in marriages of love? Alas! the 


_ tweet illuſion was diſpelled, and ior; 
5 demie, ſolid miſery, ſtood unveiled.” | 
- e x | «One. 
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deed! replied he, with awakening pride; for 
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« One morning Mr. Fitzaubin, to conceal 
his own agony, and unable to ſupport the 
view of me weeping over my half famiſhed 
Bella, left the houſe, and indifferent where he 
wandered, ſoon found himſelf in Kenſington 
Gardens; immerſed © in meditation even to 
madneſs,” he walked, regardleſs of the gay 
crowd which fluttered around, and ſought a 
more retired part, where, unnoticed, he might 
indulge his melancholy. Turning into the 
grove, he met a lady not unremembered; a 
bluſh, ariſing from a ſenſation ſomething like 
ſhame tinged his pallid cheek, and he would - 
have haſtily paſt her, but ſhe ſtopr, caught 
his arm, and in a voice, pityingly kind, ex- 
claimed, © Poor Harry Fitzaubin!” Poor in- 
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when the heart is depreſſed by poverty that 
paſſion is moſt prevailing in a liberal miad, 
feels a certain conſequence, in happier cir- 
cumſtances never heeded, and fancies inſult 
where it never was intended. Poor indeed! 
then he replied haughtily, yet ſtill too proud, 
too great of ſoul, to accept the pity of Miſs , 

VOL. I. E. Fitz zaubin. 

9 
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Fitzaubin. Be not miſtaken if me,” re- of 
ſumed ſhe, (for ſhe was the daughter of his | | fta 
uncle) be not miſtaken, my dear couſin, pity | ot 
is not the ſentiment I feel towards you, let me m. 
convince you my regard is ſincere and diſin- fot 
tereſted, and as I was partly the fatal cauſe, all 
though undeſignedly, of your diſpleaſing my BW. 
father, do me the kindneſs to owe a recon- col 
ciliation to my interpoſition.” F © 
| Fit 
e This young lady was the ſole heireſs of bes 
Mr. Fitzaubin, and though the daughter of a / dea 
moſt unworthy mother, the darling and de- ref 
light of his age; ſhe had been bred up with 3 
her couſin, and ever loved him with ſome- | 
thing more than the mild affection of a ſiſter, 4 
all her paſſions were violent, and having never hw 
received the leaſt reſtraint, but rather en- 4 lin 
couragement from the example of her mo- | ow 
ther, they became ungovernable. Her re- NO 
_gard for my huſband had been rather warm | fort! 
| * delicate, and as he never felt the ſmalleſt clud 
Predeliction for her, to avoid her advances, = 


be glaily conſented to execute ſome buſineſs 
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of his uncle's in Dublin, when the circum- 
ſtances already related introduced us to each 
other: No ſooner had ſhe learned his attach- 
ment in Ireland, than the dread of loſing him 
for ever ſilenced every objection, banithied 
all reſerve, and with the long unreſtricted im- 
petuoſity of her nature the flew to her father, 
confeſſed her paſſion, and vowed her very 


exiſtence depended on an union with Harry 


Fitzaubin. Powerful as was ambition in the 
breaſt of her parent, her happineſs was yet 
dearer; he conſented, and diſpatched the pe- 
remptory mandate for his return, already 
mentioned. wy 


——_— 


« But to proceed, my huſband offered 


every reſpectful acknowledgment to his cou- 
ſin for her intended kindneſs, at the ſame 
time declined it, as his union with the moſt 
amiable; and from his diſtreſſes the moſt un- 


fortunate of women, he conceived muſt pres 


clude every hope of reconciliation with his 
uncle. On*the avowal of his marriage her 
colour varied, and for a moment ſhe remained 


=O we 
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muſing, but ſoon recovering from her con- 
ſuſion, with an attempted ſmile, and well at- 1 | 
fected generoſity, ſhe replied, as his marriage 
now ſecured him from the obtruſive ad- *F 
dreſſes of the lady his uncle had ſelected, 
his wife's intereſt ſhould induce him to make 
every effort to obtain ſome proviſion, and 
that if he was not too proud to accept her t 
mediation, ſhe would inſure him a welcome 3 q 
from her father, and promote his welfare to | 

the utmoſt of her power, only requeſting he | 

would conceal his being married 'till a better 0 
opportunity for diſcloſure, as the knowledge 


of it might further provoke his uncle, and „ 
render her exertions 0 benefit him unavail- p 
ing.? i 1 
c This was the moment of temptation and 2 
trial, for my poor Henry; his heart revolted F x5; 
from the diſingenuous proceeding, as unwor- 
thy of himſelf, and diſhonorable to me ; but 
his helpleſs ſtate, the horrors of impending | ga 
want, and the hope, that by a paſſive ſilence: | 2 


e he might procure ſome permanent relief, - 


„ 
* 
3 
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introducing her couſin as a returning peni- 


welcomed.” 


altered appearance, and in a manner ſome- 
what kind he preſented him an hundred 


Was he poſſeſſed of preſent affluence, an and in 5 - ; 
| E 3 ME I the "2 
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and conſcious at the ſame time that he prac- 
tiſed no deceit on his couſin, whom he knew 
moſt intereſted in the affair, half reluctant 
half conſenting, he ſuffered her to lead him to 
her carriage, in waiting, which ſoon drove 
them to his uncle's manſion. The lady ſpent 
ſome time in private with her father, and then 
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tent, as ſuch he was received, and as ſuch 
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Pride, or perhaps ſome gentler feeling, 
fuſhed his uncle's cheek, on farveying his 


pound note, to repleniſh his wardrobe ; with 
this welcome unexpected donation he haften- 
ed to me, when we immediately re moved to 
a better lodging, and again the cheering bleſ- 
ſings of plenty were diffuſed among us.“ 


« The heart of Fitzaubin was formed for 
gaiety, and attuned to pleaſure, and no ſooner 


78 — _ THE RUINS OF 


the proſpect of a future eſtabliſhment, than 
all his former vivacity returned, and he might 


be truly ſaid to enjoy the brilliant circles to 


which he attended his couſin, He had be- 


come an inmate in the houſe of his uncle, 
and only a viſitor in his own, yet I forboxe . 
complaint or murmur, in the fond hope that 


a little time would put him in poſſeſſion of a 


gentee] employment, promiſed through the 
intereſt of his uncle, and repay me for all the 


cheerleſs hours of his abſence. In this ſitu- 
ation ſome months elapſed, and as I 3 


him in habits of intimacy with ſome diſſipated 
young men of faſhion, and obſerved a levity 
of manner in him never ſeen before, I trem- 


| bled for his morals, and though a was 
ſeriouſſiy unhappy.” 


At length he remained more at home, 
became penſive, and not unfrequently hinted 
a fear that his couſin” s paſſion would yet in- 


: volve him in diſtreſs, and prevent him re- 
ceiving any eſſential benefit from his uncle's 


returning friendſhip, I confeſs I treated this 
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probation; at others I was inclined to ſuppoſe 
he had miſtaken the effuſions of friendſhip, 
-Nowing from a perſuaſive tongue, for thoſe of 
a warmer ſentiment, and that her affectionate 
- attentions awakening the remembrance of her 


to conceive the female heart ſo depraved, fo 
loſt to delicacy and a ſenſe of honor, as to 
encourage an improper paſſion for the huſ- 
band of another, was an enormity of guilt, of 
which my knowledge of human nature gave 
me no idea: — Too ſoon conviction reached 


agitation, and throwing himfelf in a chair, 


and his ruin comple. Oh! what a demon 
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apprehenſion as lightly as I felt it, ſometimes 
attributing his fear to the vanity of ſelf ap- 
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former partiality, led him into the error, that 
the embers were not yet extinguiſhed ; but 
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me 27, 
«One evening he returned in an alarming 


almoſt breathleſs with agony, he informed me, 
his worſt fears were loſt in terrible certainty, | 


becomes the woman, who, alike inſenſible to 7 
goodneſs and to ſhame, throws aſide mg e a3 
24 I ; Pp = 
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'nity of conſcious virtue, and, ſelf ſeduced, 
yields unbluſhing to each criminal propenſity 
that leads to gratify the moſt degrading paſ- 
ſions: Such, I fear, was Matilda Fitzaubin ; 
who, being alone one morning with her cou- 
fin, with ſhameleſs front avowed her guilty 
wiſhes ; hanging on his neck, with ardent 
fondneſs ſhe propoſed elopement, confeſſed 
that for him ſhe would abjure her virtue, pa- 
rent, character, country, and conſcience ; ad- 
ding, that ſhe had ſecured a large ſum, and 
could truſt to her father's fondneſs for the 
reſt. In vain my huſband remonſtrated, with 
affectionate calmneſs, urged her various pre- 
tenſions to admiration, the many claims her 
father and the world had on her, and laſtly 
_ reminded her he had a wife, a wife who knew 
no joy but in him. At the name her eyes 
ſparkled with malignant fury, and almoſt 
burſting with rage ſhe cried, © Yes, there's 


the charm that faſcinates you; it is not honor, 


empty bauble, that would reconcile you to 
5 2 life of wretchedneſs. No. Yet, ſtay, and 
only let me ſhare that hard ungrateful heart 
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in common with her; peeviſh virtue, I de- 
ſpiſe it, laugh at the fancied treaſure, and 
would only live to love.” 


« Shocked and diſguſted by an avowal of © 
ſuch looſe principles, and a diſplay of ſuch. 


ſhameleſs immodeſty, he ſtarted from her 
embrace, and bowing, in a ſerious half diſ- 
dainful voice, requeſted ſhe would contem- 


plate the value of virtue, when ſhe ſhould 


ever have that portion of reſpectful regard 


due to his uncle's daughter. © Moſt virtuous, 
dutiful Sir,” retorted ſhe, with ſarcaſtic ma- 


levolence, I ſtand indebted to you, coun-- 


ſels, and will repay you for them: Go, con- 


template the value of virtue in your wife, and 


teach her how to live upon her huſband's. 
moral doctrine.” 
ful air ſne then quitted his preſence, and next 
morning when he waited on his uncle, inſtead 
of the accuſtomed ſalute, with a diſtant bow 
he left the room, and in a few minutes a ſer - 
vant preſented him a note, containing the 
following words,” REES 


Wich a ſcornful and reſent- 
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« You muſt be too ſenſible of the enormity 
of your own attempted guilt, to need from 
me either explanation or reproach ; I diſdain 
both, and leave you, loſt young man, to the 
puniſhment of conſcience; but expect no 
more the confidence, aid, or protection, of 
an highly inſulted uncle. 


FRANCIS FIT Zz AU BIN.“ 


« Well, faid I with aſſumed compoſure, 
after having peruſed the letter, well, my dear- 
eſt Henry, let not the machinations of an 
unprincipled deſigning woman ſo much de- 
preſs your ſpirits, truſt in that gracious Being 
who brings the hidden works of darkneſs to 
expcſure, in hours when leaſt expected; He 
will confound the malice of your enemy diſ- 
appoint her purpoſe, and diſplay your inno- 
cence; in the mean time be conſcious recti- 
tude and the dignity of conquering honor 


your comfort and ſupport; and though for- 


* 


5 tune, my life, hath proved fickle, and friends 
have proved unkind, you have a wife that will 


never leave you, or forſake you, —Far from 
r 6 being 


want of means to purſue them; for ſurely 
none but thoſe who have trod the thorny 


niencies attending the want of ready money. 


_ proaching, awakened us to a ſenſe of all our s 


of hope. Henry was yielding to deſpond- 
ence, while I believed myſelf reigned to the 
worſt that could happen, unul a calamity 
threatened which rouſed every dormant feel- 1 | 
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being ſoothed by my endearments, they ap- 
peared to increaſe his agony, and for long he 
was abſent, dejected, and incoherent in his 
manner, ſo much fo, indeed, that I trembled 
for his reaſon; at length, however, he be- 
came compoſed, if not reſigned, and in joy 
and thankfulneſs for that mercy I almoſt for- 
got the bitterneſs of our fate. How many 
different plans did we then project for the 
future, and how many were abandoned for 
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Paths of adverſity can conceive the inconve- 
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Thus paſt led our days for . months, 
until the hydra-headed monſter again ap- 1 


former horrors; horrors augmented by ha. 
ving for a time liſtened to the illuſive voice 
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ing, reduced me to a ſtate moſt pitiable, and 
taught my anguiſhed heart there was no con- 
dition, however wretched it might appear to 
our dark comprehenſions, but what heaven 
might render yet worſe.” 


My child, my Bella, was attacked with 
the ſmall-pox, nor had I the power to pro- 
cure her proper nouriſhment, far leſs call in 
medical aid; her diſorder had almoſt reached 
its criſis, when one day that her father, ſunk 
in torpid ſtupor, ſat gazing on her altered 
- countenance, while I held her in my trem- 
bling arms, expecting every moment that 
the guiltleſs ſpirit would forſake its ſuffering 


have roſe, but enfeebled by affliction and 
want, my feet refuſed to do their office: She 
drew near, I looked up, and in her lovely 
features beheld the ſoftened image of my 
Henry. It was his charming ſiſter, who ha- 
ving returned from France, where ſhe had 
been ſent by her uncle for education, inquired 


frame, a young lady was introduced; I would 


for her brother; ſhe was commanded at the 
| houſe 
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houſe of Mr. Fitzaubin never more to re- 


peat the name of one ſo undeſerving every 


way of notice or regard: But affection was 
too prevalent in her gentle boſom to obey the 
harſh command, and juſtice taught her to 


condemn no one unheard, ſo being informed 


by one of the ſervants of his reſidence, yield- 
ing to the kindly impulſe of a generous na- 


ture, ſhe arrived in the moment of our an- 


guiſh for the fate of Bella.“ 


« Having tenderly embraced her brother, 


ſhe ſaluted me with all the warmth of ſiſterly 


regard, while her compaſſionating tears fell 


on the face of my ſuffering baby. Mr. F itz 
aubin, in very few words, explained the na- 


ture of his imputed offence at his uncle's, 
and his ſiſter was too well acquainted with 
the diſpoſition of her couſin to admit the 
fainteſt doubt of his veracity. Marcella in- 
herits a ſmall independance in right of her 
mother, and ſo affected was the charming girl 
with the wretchedneſs of our condition, hd 


me unmerited ſeverity of her uncle, that un- 
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86 THE RUINS or 
mindful of his diſpleaſure, the conſequences, 
and her own intereſt, ſhe bade adieu to his 

protection, with all the ſplendor and gaiety 
of his manſion, and inſiſted on ſharing her 

pittance with us; we would have diſſuaded, 
but in vain, the generous girl declared herſelf 
reſolved; that ſhe preferred retirement, and | 
wiſhed to quit the town immediately. Con- 
ceive our united gratitude and fatisfaction ! 
Welcome as was her aſliſtance to people in 
our wretched fituation, it was poor in com- 
pariſon to the pleaſure we promiſed ourſelves 

in the ſociety of ſo beloved and charming a 

benefactreſs. 
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On the recovery of my dear little girl, 
and the arrangement of ſome neceſſary mat- 
ters, we quitted the metropolis, and, induced 

buy an advertiſement of reaſonable board at a 
neighbouring town, arrived there about two 
years ſince; the accommodations by no 
means anſwering our expectations, or ſuiting 
dcodur convenience, we were preparing for ano- 
ther part of the country, when Mr. F itzau- 
3 | bin 
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in the neighbourhood and happened to be 
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thould be immured in ſolitude, when 1o 
charmingly calculated to ſhine in genteel life; 
but the ſweet cheerfulneſs with which ſhe al- 


own benevolence enjoys a pleaſure none but 


ceive. A matter of buſineſs relative to her 
_ wiſhes, for he delights in rural ſports, and has 


writes, I may expect him in a few days, and i 
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bin recollecting Lord Avondale, with whom 
he had been intimate at ſchool, had a caſtle 


there; he waited on his Lordſhip, and ex- 
plaining his ſituation, he generouſly gave him 
a leaſe of this houſe and the adjoining fields, 
upon very moderate terms. Here, then, my 
fair friend, we have reſided in undiſturbed 
tranquillity; our only regret that my amiable 
ſifter in the bloom of youth and lovelineſs, 
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ways filences theſe complaints convinces me 
ſhe is contented, and in the reflection of her i 


minds hke her own can either feel or con- 


fortune obliged my huſbc...1 to reviſit Lon- i 
don, and has detained him long beyond his 


not, I am perſuaded, known the ennui of 
even an hour during our ſejour here: He | 
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alſo informs me, Lord Avondale, with his fa- 
ther and family, are to ſpend the remainder 


of the ſummer at the caſtle. I am not am- 


bitious, continued Mrs. Fitzaubin, ſmiling, 


yet ſo amiable is that young nobleman, ſo ex- 


alted his ſentiments, and elegant his manners, 
that I with him the favored partner of my 


Marcella's heart.“ 


« Baniſh ſuch a wiſh,” interrupted Mar- 
cella, it is every way impoſſible, for even did 


he honor me with an offer of his hand, I 


never could grant him a ſofter ſentiment than. 


approving friendſhip.” 


Here the converſation ceaſed, and Miſs. 


Barry, having expreſſed every proper ac- 
| knowledgment for Mrs. Fitzaubin's intereſt- 
ing relation, ſet out on her accuſtomed vifit 
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N vain Miſs Barry endeavoured to ſhake 
off that heavy melancholy which obſcured 
the brilliancy of her underſtanding and ele- 
gance of her demeanour; in vain ſhe attempt- 
ed to ſhare the ſatisfaction which the expected 
arrival of Mr. Fitzaubin afforded her friends, 
ſtill her mind ſunk in deſponding fears, which 
ſhe kindly ſtrove to hide from thoſe ſhe be- 
held intereſted in her happineſs. 
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On her return one morning from a ſoli- 
tary ramble, \ the found a gentleman ſeated 
with Mrs. Fitzaubin, whom ſhe imagined 
was her huſband, until ſne aroſe and intro- 
duced Lord Avondale. His Lordſhip was 
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the ſecond ſon of the Earl of Glenroy, and in 
right of his mother inherited the title and vaſt 
poſſeſſions annexed to the Earldom of Avon- 
dale; his father having ſeveral magnificent 
ſeats near tne metropolis, ſeldom brought his 
family to the caſtle, it being ſituate in a very 
remote part of the North of England, and 
alſo diſliked by his lady, though the paternal 
reſidence of a long line of illuſtrious anceſtors, 
yet, in compliment and at the requeſt of her 
ſon, who was fond of its antique grandeur, 
and admired the romantic beauty of the rich 
| ſurrounding country; his Lordſhip conſented 
to ſpend a few weeks at the caſtle towards 
the cloſe of ſummer, and for the purpoſe of 
rendering every thing ſplendid and agreeable 


as poſſible, Lord Avondale had arrived in | 


the North a few weeks previous to the pe- 
riod appointed for the promiſed viſit, 


On the deceaſe of an only brother and ſole 
. ſurvivingchild, the valuable domains of Avon- 
dale had devolved on: Lady Glenroy, who 
though far from being partial to theſe native 
5 ſhades, 
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' preſerving the ancient name and title; upon 


matches, in her idea unexceptionable, but the 
youth poſſeſſing a delicacy of ſentiment pe- 


he would not be controuled in a matter fo 


lent, and imperious temper, this determined 


tranſported her paſſions beyond the bounds 
of reaſon, and in perfect frenzy ſhe would 
' threaten him with a long liſt of the moſt im- 
. probable evils, which he very wiſely treated 
as the ravings of an enraged woman, diſap- 
1 pointed 
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ſhades, yet poſſeſſed a large portion of that 


ambition ſo common in great families, of 


the failure of her Ladyſhip and offspring, that 
of Avendale becoming extinct, and the for- 
tune the property of a very diſtant female 
branch of the noble houſe, induced her lady- 
ſhip to be very anxious and urgent with her 
ſon to marry; ſhe had propoſed ſeveral 
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culiar to minds like his own, had rejected 
them with a firmneſs which plainly told her 


eſſential to his own happineſs. : 
As her ladyſhip was of a very proud, via- 


oppoſition to her moſt ardent with had often 
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pointed of her favorite purpoſe ; yet Lord 
Avondale was a dutiful ſon, and as in his mo- 
ther's right he inherited ſuch diſtinctions and 
high independence, he felt an earneſt deſire 
to yield obedience to her wiſhes, could he 
have done it on any other terms than reſign- 
ing the firſt and deareſt prerogative of human 
nature. | 


With a careful and ſcrutinizing eye he 


therefore examined the various qualities and 
pretenſions of every female within the circle 
of his acquaintance ; among the great he ac- 
knowledged there were ſome bright orna- 
ments of rank and goodnefs, yet, in general, 

he diſcovered an inordinate love of pleaſure 
- or infipidity : In the middle condition of life, 
the moſt likely to meet with unaſſuming 
worth, and the heart formed for ſocial and 
domeſtic happineſs, he had little acquaint- 
* ance, and the very few opportunities he had 


to form an opinion of the more inferior ſta--_ 


tion, convinced him, in that claſs there was 


a deficiency of delicacy and refinement, with-. 
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aubin his Lordſhip held in the higheſt degree 


of a brother's fate, and contribute to the com- 


the heart that could captivate and ſecure his 
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out which his heart never could ſelect a part- 
ner. 
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Very early in life his Lordſhip had con- 
tracted an intimacy with Mr. Fitzaubin, and 
though time, diſtance, and a variety of ſitua- 
tions had much eſtranged them, he felt ſincere 
ſatisfaction when offered an opportunity to 


oblige him. The mild virtues of Mrs. Fitz 
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of admiration; and the uncommon merit of 
Marcella, as pourtrayed by her brother, he 
particularly venerated, and allowed very few 
young women, in the bloom of youth and 
beauty, would reſign the tempting pleaſures 
of a gay fluttering world to ſoften the rigour 


fort of his family in a remote and cheerleſs 
ſolitude. 
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Yet, notwithſtanding theſe excellencies, 
his romantic and glowing imagindtion pic- _ 
tured a ſomething, yet undiſcovered; to form 
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on; ſo long indeed had he in vain ſought 


for this finiſned model of feminine perfec- 


tion, that he began to ſuſpect it a creature of 
his own brain, and not to be found in the 
works of nature until introduced to Mails 
Barry. 


No ſooner had he beheld the placid dig- 
nity of her appearance, the ſurpaſſing loveli- 
neſs of her animated countenance, and the 
irreſiſtible charm in her modeſt manner, 
which continually diſplayed the ſoft ſenſi- 


bility and exalted gobdneſs of her heart, than 


he-became the enraptured lover, and without 
once adverting to the many difficulties which 


1 * miggt interpoſe between him, and his wiſhes, 
WL with all the vivacity of youth, and fervour of 


a generous nature, he marked the penſive 
; eauty, however poor and unfriended, for his 
own Suppoſing her a relation of the Fitz- 


1 an family, he readily imputed her air of 


langour ad dejection to the pecuniary em- 
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welfare and intereſt he was' more than ever 
determined to ſupport and promote. 


Entirely occupied by theſe pleaſing ideas, 
never had Lord Avondale appeared to ſuch 
diſadvantage; abſent and inattentive, he ſcarce 
replied to any queſtion, yet when Mrs. Fitz- 
aubin, on dinner being announced, requeſted 
his Lordſhip would honor her with his com- 
pany, and partake their ſlender repaſt, he re- 


collected himſelf enough to lengthen-his own 


pleaſure, and gladly accepted the invitation. 


Satisfied with his own ſecret reſolutions, 


during dinner he regained his' accuſtomed 


eaſe, and devoting his attention to her who 


ſolely engaged his thoughts, inſenſibly led her 
into converſation, which diſcovering the pu- 


rity of her mind and the kind and re- 
finement of her judgmerit and ſentiments, 
compleated her conqueſt, and ſecured, plea- 
ſing empire over his heart. Never had Lord 
Avondale paſt ſo ſhort, ſo happy a day; the : 


ſweet complacency of Miſs Barry encouraged | 
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every hope, and while in idea he beheld in 
her the Kind, attached, conſenting miſtreſs, 
his ſoul in ſecret paid her adoration, and had 
it not been a fear of offending a mind fo 
chaſte and delicate as hers, he had fallen at 
her feet and offered her vows of everlaſting 
faith, love, and conſtancy. 


At length the ſun ſinking bencath the 
diſtant mountains, reminded him his viſit had 


been long, and apprehenſive it might alſo be 


obtruſive on a family ſo regular and retired, 


- he took a reluctant leave, but not before he 


had exacted a promiſe, that they ſhould all 
viſit the caſtle next day, and honor him with 
their opinion of ſome admired paintings, 


which he intended ſhould decorate his mo- 


ther s dreſſing-room, though mentally he now 


aſſigned them to a very different purpoſe, and 
for a very different perſon. 


A 


he 115 Lerdſhip's horſe was ſcarcely out of 


ght when Mrs. Fitzaubin, with a look ex- 
preffive of ſecret ſatisfaction, requeſted Wy. - 
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Barry's opinion of the amiable Avondale. 


With perfect candour and eaſe ſhe rephed, 


ſhe believed him deſerving of all her enco- 


miums, that his ſentiments were juſt and no- 
ble, his manners certainly pleaſing, and that 
his declared intention of exerting his intereſt 


to place Mr. Fitzaubin in a ſituation more 


worthy of him, gave her a very high idea of 
his benevolence. Jou delight me,” cried 
Mrs. Fitzaubin, © I do indeed expect the 
honor of his patronage for my huſband, and 


through the | intereſt of my charming Mails 
Barry.” Mine!“ exclaimed ſhe. , « Yes, 
your's, ſweet. girl, for if his eyes convey the 


language of hisheart, it feels your power.” 


Though not inſenſible of perfections which 
had hitherto involved her ina world of woe, 
Miſs Barry was ſtill unconſcious of their 


powerful effect, and as if ſome: ſudden unex- 


pected evil had burſt upon her, ſhe cagerly 


entreated Mrs. Fitzaubin to explain her 


meaning. Smiling at the ſeriouſneſs of her 


digs: the told her, an offer of Lord Avondale's 
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hand would ſoon do that, elſe ſhe knew little 
of the eyes, and leſs of the human heart. 
« Ak! Madam, reſumed Miſs Barry, looking 
mournfully in her face, © you know not, I am 
as undeſerving of that diſtinction, as beyond 
the power of accepting it; when I can attain 
ſufficient compoſure to collect the leading 
circumſtances of a fad, fad deſtiny, you ſhall 
hear the hiſtory of an unhappy woman whom 
you have vouchſafed to honor with your no- 


rice and protection; but do not, do not en- 


courage any hope in the boſom of your friend, 
he is too good, too amiable; I would not have 
him ſhare the fate, alas! of all who honor me 


with their preference.” 


| Here the long repreſſed tears of anguiſh 
burſt forth, and prevented further utterance ; 


white Mrs. Fitzaubin, whoſe ſenſibility was 


painfully” awakened, gently drew the poor 
ſufferer's head upon her boſom, and ſilently 
wept with her, though ignorant of the cauſe : 
The inexplicable words, © undeſerving the 


diſtinction as . the power of e 
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it,” ſtill vibrated on her ear, and filling her 
mind with variety of thought, each ſucceed- 


ing conjecture added — n 


to the other. 


Chien of Marcella and the children 


proved a ſeaſonable relief to both ladies, and 


the amiable girl knowing no recent diftreſs 
of her ſiſter's occaſioned the ſcene ſhe be- 
held, from motives of delicacy forbore inquiry 


or remark, and ſaying ſupper waited, with a 


kind preſſure led Miſs Barry from the room. 
The meal paſt in cheerleſs ſilence, and each 


retired at an early hour, without any farther 
comment being made on their noble viſitor, 


Miſs Barry laid her head on the pillow, but 


in vain courted the gentle influence of lleep | 
to lull her cares even for a few hours ! in for- 


getfulneſs ; ſtill her reſtleſs perturbed. mind 


retraced the ſcenes of a life, in which. the 
darker ſhades of adverſity were but, too pre- 
dominant: And ſuch is the diſcontented ſtate 
of human nature in general, that the paſt . 
hours, though marked with deeper ſorrow, 
F 2 _—_—. 
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100 THE RUINS OF 
upon retroſpe& appear more bright than the 
preſent. 


Such was the condition of this ſuffering 
unknown ; ſhe conceived her fate more ſe- 
vere than ever, and perhaps many will allow 
that the pang of ſuſpenſe is more bitter than 


the moſt dreaded evil; in the one inſtance we 
feel the extent of our trials, in the other, we 


know not what agony that trial may bring; 


and it is an acknowledged axiom, that boch 


our comforts and ſorrows are greater in per- 
ſpective, than when actually brought home. 


To inſpire any breaſt with a warmer ſenti- 


ment than friendſhip, was the wiſh moſt diſ- 


tant from Miſs Barry's heart; and the thought 
of giving pain and diſappointment to a gene- 


rous nature, added poignancy to all her own 
ſecret diſtreſſes; ſhe therefore determined as 


much as poſſible to avoid the preſence of 
Lord Avondale, and when ſhe could not, 


p 75 


[8 + behave with diſtant politeneſs, which conduct 
ie hoped if it could not impede the progreſs. 


of his paſſion, (if he indulged one) would at 
: TY : leaſt 
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leaſt deprive him of opportunity to make any 
declaration, and having alſo reſolved to de- 
cline attending her friends next day to the 
caſtle, ſne dropped into an unrefreſhing 
ſlumber. 


Next morning, on deſcending to breakfaſt, 
ſhe was alarmed at beholding chagrin on the 
features of Marcella, and tears ſtill trembling 
in the eyes of Mrs. Fitzaubin; the cauſe, was 
ſoon explained; a letter had arrived from 
Mr. Fitzaubin, informing; them, that the at- 
fairs of: Marcella's agent had, within a few 
days, aſſumed a very diſagreeable aſpect, and g | 
on that account he was unavoidably detained 
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« Matters. will never be adjuſted,” cried | 
Mrs. Fitzaubin, weeping, © my preſeatiments 
ſeldom. miſlead: me; ſorrow. and I are famili- | 
ariſed, but my child—my generous Marcella 
—all muſt. be ruined, unleſs Lord Avondale 
preſerves us.” As ſhe finiſhed, her eyes, 
| e perhaps involuntarily. fixed on Miſs 
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Barry; the glance penetrated her heart, her 


tereſts of friends who had protected her; the 
mind of man Was capricious, when under the' 
influence of any indulged paſſion, too often 
| unjuſt, and good as Lord Avondale appeared, 
| he might reſent on them her apparent in- 


rations ſhaking every determination of the 
preceding evening, ſhe prepared to go to the 


and act with a circumſpection that would re- 
preſs _— _— phages in the m of mo 
wy 


* 4 . 6 k 
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She had ber cely i hay ain: ben 
the arrival of the cquipage was announced, 
and as it could not draw up to the houſe, 
owing-to the narrowneſs of the lane, ſhe with 


aübin, (who certainly: felt the generous mo- 
tives of her compliance) and was following 
Marcella and Athwold, when his Lordſhip 
ed; with as much haſte as politeneſs 


— — — — — —— on a 


abſenee from the caſtle might injure the in- 
gratitude and indifference. Theſe conſide- 


caſtle, yer reſolved to aſſume a cool reſerve, 


Bella and little Ethelinde attended Mrs. Fitz- 
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could well allow, he paid the compliments of 
the morning to Mrs. Fitzaubin and her ſiſter, 
and joining Mits Barry, with blended. tender- 
neſs and reſpet, while hope and pleaſure 
ſparkled in his eyes, offered the ſupport of his 
arm; ſhe politely declined it, ſaying, the little 
ones engaged her; he bowed in obedience to 
her pleaſure, yet as he aſlifted her into the 
coach his look was ſo meek and dejected that 
ſhe felt ſomething like ſelf reproach, though 
conſcious ſhe acted wich rectitude of ens 
tion. 
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During the ride Mrs. Fi commuti⸗ 
cated the unpleaſing intelligence her huſ- 
band's letter conveyed, which, with his Lord-* 
ſhip's aſſurances of ſoon procuring him ſome, ; 
permanent eſtabliſhment, furniſhed conver- 
ſation until they arrived at che caſtle.“ . 
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CHAP. VII. 


— 


a. 


N entering the gates of the Caſtle of 
' Avondale, Miſs Parry felt 2 degree of 


reverence ſteal inſenſibly over her mind, al- 


together new and indeſcribable, unleſs it could 
be attributed to that awe and veneration with 
which the mind is generally impreſt on ſur- 
veying the ancient magnificence of a Gothic 
ſtructure; but her ſenſations, when beneath 


mae lofty. turrets of Avondale, were of ſo ſweet 


and facred a nature, that yielding to the plea- 
fing enthuſiaſm, ſhe unconſciouſly preſented 
her hand to his Lordſhip, who, tranſported 


with the condeſcenſion, led her with rapture 
to A a ſuperb ſaloon, where morning refreſh- 


ments g 
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ments, conſiſting of the choiceſt delicacies, 
were ſerved in the moſt elegant manner. 


The polite attentions and friendly promiſes 
of his Lordſhip had in a greet degree diſperſed 


the gloom which hung over the ſpirits of 


Mrs. Fitzaubin, and her cheerfulneſs influ- 
encing the whole party, after having partook 
of the collation, they intimated their wiſh to 
view the paintings. His Lordſhip inſtantly 


aroſe to attend them, and to the ſurpriſe, 


though not diſpleaſure of Miſs Barry, he led 
Mrs. Fitzaubin to the grand picture gallery, 


and ſeemed anxious to amuſe and more par- 
ticularly engage her. Some beautiful hiſtoric 
pieces attracting Marcella's attention, Miſs 
Barry {auntered to a. remote. end of the gal- 
lery, which opening to a noble arcade induced 


her to proceed under its ſtately arches until 


ſne reached a ſmall but elegantly ornamenteed 
receſs.; wiſhing: to examine the interior, 2 | 


raiſed the latch of a low door and entered; * 


was a favorite dreſſing room of the late Lady 


Avondale, and contained her own F and 
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them a beautiful likeneſs of their little daugh- 
ter, Elvina. They bore a ſtriking reſemblance 
to the marble figues ſhe had ſeen on the mo- 
nument, in the Priory ruins, and ſhe conti- 
nued to gaze on them with delighted atten- 
tion until interrupted by the entrance of his 
Lordſhip and the reſt of the party; he then 
informed them theſe pictures were drawn by 
an eminent. artiſt, a very ſhort time before a 
fatal accident deprived the world of the 


conjugal felicity. Lord Avondale returning 
from a hunt, was thrown from his horſe in. 
view of his Lady, and expired on the ſpot; a 
few months before ſhe had cloſed the eyes 
of her ſweet Elvina, and being at the time of 
| Her beloved Lord's death far advanced in her 
pregnancy, the ſhock proved too. ſevere fon 
her enfeebled ſpirits, ſhe died in convulſions, 
and became herſelf the ww of her unborn 
infant. l | 


that of her Lord's, in full length, and between 


brighteſt ornaments of human nature and 


2 . 
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His Lordſhip having obliged them witlr 


this ſhort account of Lord and Lady Avon- 


dale's unhappy fate, conducted them through 
the principal apartments of that wing of the 
caſtle, and then gallantly led the fi viſitors 
where a ſuperb dinner awaited them: Mrs. 
Fitzaubin now no longer engaged any parti- 
cular ſhare of his attention, he was. amiably 
polite to all, yet Miſs Barry employed his 
thoughts, he watched her every look, and 
when ſhe PIE hſtened with "OH DOTY 
127 19 
That his Lordſhip may not be accuſed of 
caprice, it is neceſſary to repeat « 
fation with Mrs. Fitzaubin, on a ſuby 
alone could have detained him from a pre- 


ſence of his fair enſlaver. After having = . 


cloſed his paſſion, which he declared not 


leſs pure and ardent for being ſudden, he = 


entreated, in the moſt energetic terms, her in- 


fluence and intereſt with her beautiful relates 
in his favor, aſſured her that he placed every 


future hope of. 3 in the honor gib 
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ever conſider as his own, and promote its 
welfare with all the zeal of eſteem, nude, 
and friendſhip. 


tion, related all ſhe knew reſpecting the un- 
known beauty, confeſſed herſelf a ſtranger to 
her family and circumſtances, at the ſame 


myſtery in which ſhe involved. her fate, the 
modeſty of her manners, and the nobleneſs 
of her ſentiments, proclaimed her as pure in 
mind as ſhe was lovely in perſon; and ſhe 
| doubted not, could ſhe be prevailed on to diſ- 
WI --. cloſe her Exrcumſtances and ſorrows, that the 
dne would diſplay her virtues in the faireſt 


ö world þ both aiſcreet and laudable. 


| | Aſtoniſhment- D a time 3 his 
- Lordſhip mute and immoveable, but on re- 
"covering the power of ſpeech, with all the 
_enthiaſialtic warmth. of love and . he 


Mrs, F RY without the leaſt heſita- 


time generouſly ſaid, notwithſtanding the deep | 


and the other prove her ſecluſion from 


whoſe; 
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whoſe; however poor, unfortunate, and. 
friendleſs, ſhe may prove, theſe arms,. this. 
heart, ſhali ſhield her evermore; no care: 
ſhall reach her, nor no fear diſturb. her, which. 
my love can ward, if ſhe vouchſafes to bleſs, 
me with the endearing name of huſband ; To 
raiſe dejected merit, to cheer the breaking 
heart, is precious in the ſight of heaven, and 
Oh! how great, how ſweer the taſk to wipe 
the tears of virtuous ſorrow from the eye of 


helpleſs innocence, and unprotected beauty! 


More than ever I conjure you, deareſt Ma- 


dam, he continued, © repreſent my ardent 


wiſhes to your too lovely friend, plead for a 


heart too ful, too much che to Head its 


e 


[od 4 


Mrs. Rana attempted not to interrupt 
him, nor when emotion had prevented fur- 


ther ſpeech, had ſhe courage to inform him 3 


of Miſs Barry's ſentiments reſpecting matri- 


mony; leaving therefore an explanatigg 9 1 


ſome future period, which ſhe knew wan 


come too ſoon for the happineſs of the ami 1 
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be neglected to promote his generous de- 


tion with Lord Avondale had given no en- 
couragement to hope, it had offered as little 
reaſon for deſpair; therefore the moſt plea- 


ring the day; hope, with all its fairy train of 
images, had lulled his ſenſes in the moſt 
illuſive dream; and, in idea, he beheld the 


In the evening of a ſtormy. life by his unre- 
mitting care; beheld the young Athwold and 
Ethelinde placed in a ſituation gratifying to 


* their charming ſiſter, and laſtly pictured him 
| fa the happy, the adoring huſband : This 


harmony of mind fo happily influenced his 
manners, that he appeared formed to cap= 
ttyate the feeling heart; Mrs. F itzaubin was 
| delighted, Marcella pleaſed, and even Miſs 
Barry could not refuſe him an n admiring ap- 


probation. nee eg ea orga Fs 


able youth, with a ſincere aſſurance that no- 
thing within the limits of her power ſhould 


ſigns, ſhe motioned to rejoin her friend and 
ſiſter. Though Mrs. Fitzaubin's converſa- 


ſurable ſenfations occupied his Lordſhip du- 


father and the mother of Miſs Barry, cheered 
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The evening proving invitingly fine, a 
walk i in the park was propoſed, when all aſt: 
ſenting they ſet out, and though his Lord- 
ſhip ſtrove to diſpenſe his attentions equally, 
ſtill he was rivetted to the ſide of Miſs Barry, 
and by every delicate hint endeavored to 
demonſtrate the. purity of his regard without: 
alarming her nice pride by too precipitate a 
declaration, while ſhe liſtened with a com- 
placency, which, when ſhe conſidered her 
own ſentiments and ſituation, ſhe deemed far 
from being unreprehenſible, and was turning 
the converſation to ſome leſs intereſting topic, 
when the young Athwold, who only for a 
moment had quitted the careful hand of Mar- 
cella, approaching too near the brink ef the; 


river, which meandered through the 1 8 
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Mis Barry beheld him fill,ricked; imp 


Athwold! and remained. immoveable: Nor 
fo Lord Avondale, Who leaving Miſs Barry, 
tothe care of her friends, regardleſs of dan- 
OS . =. 
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ger, plunged in after the boy; the ſtream in , 
this part ran deep and rapid, and a tittle lower | 
down formed itſelf into a black and fearful 

vortex, upon the ſurface of wiich- roſe the 


poor Athwold, juſt as the current had bore =. 
Lord Avondale within reach of him; he > 
caught his frock, gaſped for breath, and in a tl 
moment both ſunk togecher In a little after v 
they re- appeared, his Lordſhip flill holding h 
the child in one hand, and with the other de 


clinging to the ſedges which grew on the 
margin-of the river—he ſeemed fainting, al- 
moſt exhauſted, yet he ſtruggled, and forcing 
his way through the weeds, reached the bank, 
when an inſtant longer had numbered them 
_ ws the dead. | 


; Though fpecchlefs, Miſs 8 hiſt x re- 

mained perfect ly ſenſible to the magnanimity, 
danger, and cxertion of his Lordſhip, and 
do ſooner was ſhe aſſured that the child ſtill 
_ breathed, than with frantic joy ſhe threw 
herſelf at his Lordſhip's feet, and claſping 
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his knees, bleſſed him by the name of dear 
and beloved preſerver of her Athwold. . 


Exhauſted as was the ſtrength and ſpirits 
of Lord Avondale, the joy, gratitude, and 
effuſions of Miſs Barry revived them, while 
the ſoft preſſure of her hands, and the fer- 
vour with which ſhe invoked bleſſings on 
him, tranſported his enfeebled ſenſes to a. 


degree of rapture beyond the line of pleaſure; 
ſinking on his knees, partly through weak 
neſs, yet more from inclination, he uttered; 
| the moſt tender congratulations on the ſafety, 
of her brother, and ventured to aſſure her, * 
| that as his every thought was devoted ta her, | 
and his, every hope of peace: depended on 
her condeſcenſion, the effort he had made to. 
a ſpare her breaſt a pang. was a feeble tefti=. 


mony of how much dearer than life he con 
ſidered her wiſnes: The warmth. and very. 
explicit expreſſions of his Lordſhip awakened 
the recollection of Miſs Barry, and in reflect- 
ing on the diſappointment. ſhe. was doomed 
to give his generous diſintereſted heart, for- 
N 3 
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got a large portion of her Joy" for the alen 4 
of Athweld 110 1 
my : 0 
The caſtle being nearer by ſome miles 13 
than the manſion of Mrs. Fitzaubin, and 1 
clothes being indiſpenſibly neceſſary as well 1 
for the child as his Lordſhip, at the united 
requeſt of her friends, and preſſing entreaties- i 
of her Athwold's kind preſerver, Miſs Barry | al 
returned to the caſtle for the night, and ha- V 
ving ſeen the child laid in a warm bed, left th 
him to the care of a female ſervant, and re- re: 
turned to a ſupper-room. | | die 
The deſert was ſcarcely ſet upon the ta- nu 
ble, when, to the concern of all, his Lordſhip 
was obſerved to change colour, was ſeized A 


with cold ſhiverings, reſpired with difficulty, - 
and ſpoke with alarming incoherence ; a do- 
meſtic was inſtantly diſpatched for an apo- 
thecary, at the neareft town, who on his ar- 
rival declared the arm of Lord Avondale: to 
be dangerouſly diſlocated, and that he ſhewed 
= + Fmpton | portending a high fever; 
SS | 3 en 


. 
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morning verified this opinion; the concealed. 

agony of his arm being added to the ſudden 

chill of the water, had ſo agitated and turned 

the maſs of blood, that it occaſioned a vio- 
ent fever, which in a few days reduced the 
| infſenſible patient to the brink of death. 


— : Gratitude, humanity, anxiety, inclination, - 
all demanding the unremitting attendance of 
Miſs Barry, the ladies reſolved to reſide at 
t the caſtle until the diſorder of his Lordſhip 
reached its criſis: They adminiſtered his me- 
dicines, watched his painful reſtleſs hours, and 
never left his apartment except when the "Nl 
4 e care alone Was e en ̃ 1 | 
d The Doctor 4 mne his life very A 
| near a cloſe, and Mrs. Fitzaubin thought it | | 
proper to acquaint Lord and Lady Glenroy . 
with his condition, and having ordered ma- 4 | 
terials for writing, was commencing her let-: _ i 
ter when the Doctor entered, and hearing 2 


her intention, adviſed her to defer her pur- 
pole, as a very few hours would decide his 
DE Lo 
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Lordſhip's fate, and ſpare his family atleaſt the 
anguiſti of ſuſpenſe. Mrs. Fitzaubin acqui- 
eſced, and when the Doctor retired to take 
ſome refreſhment; with her ſiſter, and the diſ- 


conſolate Miſs Barry, ſhe. hung over the 

bed, awaiting with trembling anxiety tze 

eventful moment; his heavy eyes were almoſt _ | 

Cloſed, he breathed quick, the dews of death Þ 

hung chill upon his palld brow, and hardly 

could his quivering lips receive the laſt efforts f 

of human flat, eee offered by the, hand of | 

£ 

This. was: his: e when A laden: D 

change in his countenance alarming Mrs. 1 

Fitzaubin, ſhe ſtarted, and cried, he is gone. 4 

„Fes, ſaid Miſs Barry, in a calm deſpairing el 

accent, © yes, he ſhares the fate of '—— Did m 

I not tell you the diſaſtrous. fate attending ye 

thoſe that — Here uttexance failed a tear he 

ſtole down her cheek, ſhe. ſobbed, and then cc, 
> reſumed, Fly me, dear Mrs. Eitzaubin, fly 
2 contagion. which ere long will reach your 

= _” She ceaſed, interrupted by the re- Ba 

8 . 4 
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peated ſtarts and groans of the paticht, and 
preſſing his cold clammy hand to her boſom, 
gazed on his altered face, and, weeping bit- 
terly, exclaimed, © Poor, poor Avondale ! 
why did you know me?” In that moment he 
opened his eyes, looked fondly on her, and 
gently returning her preſſure, ſunk into a 
profound ſleep, from which he did not awake 


for many hours; when he did he was ſenſi- 


ble and compoſed, and the Doctor declaring 
the fever gone, pronounced him out of dan- 


| ger, if kept quiet and eaſy : Purning then to 


Miſs Barry, with a look and a tone inexpli- 


cable to her unſuſꝑecting mind, he added, 


« Your attentions, fair lady, will have more 
efficacy now than all the healing cordials in 
my ſhop; but don't you be too bountiful of 
your favors, yet awhile; are you, continued a} 
he, eyeing her with impertinent curioſity, . MM 


*are you acquainted with ee 1 3 


- 3 2 


Notwithſtanding the innocence 8 Mi 


Barry, the Doctor's words, nd yet more bis 4 
manner, conveyed an implication Pat — 
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her mind, and ſhe feared her attendance at 
the caſtle, and anxiety for his Lordſhip, had 
given riſe to a ſuſpicion, which kindled a deep 
bluſh in her modeſt face, and involved her in 
ſuch embarraſſing reflections, that ſhe was 
totally unable to anſwer: Mrs. F itzaubin : 
perceiving her confuſion, with much ſeverity | | 
of aſpect, replied, that Miſs Barry, as yet, was | 


not honored with the acquaintance of Lady 

Glenroy, and that her viſit- to the caſtle was l 

under her protection; ſhe then added, that : 

her attendance on his Lordſhip reſulted from 1 
a benevolence and gratitude which deemed F 
it the duty of humanity, as his illneſs was oc- 11 
caſioned by the preſervation of her brother. 9 
The Doctor bowed, and with all the aſſumed v 
conſequence of the village apothecary, proud a 
of his own diſcernment, ſaid, it was no 0 

doubt great on both ſides, and with a ſuper- hi 

cilious ſmile departed, inwardly piqued at m 
the ſharp: manner of Mrs, Fitzaubin. di 
5 4 f . Ta Ip 
During the remainder of the de moſt le: 


diſtreſſing ideas agitated. the mind oh Miſs 


* 
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Barry, and the more ſhe reflected on the 
apothecary's inſinuations, the more ſhe con- 
ſidered the indelicacy and impropriety of her 


ſituation; ſhould it tranſpire, what conſtruc- 
tion might not the ill nature of a ſuſpicious 


world put upon it, a world but too ready to 


blacken the faireſt reputation, and from the 


llander of which the purity of ſnow can ſcarce 
rale character ſecure; ſhould then 


attendance on Lord Avondale, and her 


anxiety for his recovery be known, what 


might not the jealous honor of a friend fup- 


poſe ?—The vindictive malice of an enemy 
imagine? True, Lord Avondale could awe 
the apothecary to ſilence, but would not the 
very deſire of concealment convey a tacit 


acknowledgment of conſiious wrong, if not 
of actual guilt? And might not a ſmile, a 
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hint, a very nothing, artfully inſinuated, do 


more eſſential harm, than the whole candidly 
diſcloſed? Yes. Then to prevent the evil 
ſpreading farther, (thought Miſs N I wk : 
leave the caſtle to morrow. . Aches 


* 
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She then threw herſelf on the bed, if poſ- 
fible to compoſe her ſpirits, and refreſh her 
- almoſt exhauſted frame; ſleep came not at her 
1nvocation, and long ſhe lay ruminating on 
the paſt, the preſent, and the future, until plea- 
ſingly interrupted by a ſoft ſtrain of muſic 
ſounding from a diſtant part of the caſtle ; 
the liſtened, with attention liſtened, till the 

laſt ſounds died away in a ſweet mixg 
cadence. = 


1 have heard thought ſhe, 4 tokens and 
forebodings of a aching death, dear Avon- 
dale! do theſe harmonious ftrains predict thy 
Wl Cezrly fate; or doth ſome gentle being, now 

| : an angel, ſtill. delight to hover round theſe 
| g 0 8 5 antique towers, and ſooth the ſorrowing ſpirit 
LEE with celeſtial ſounds. - A ſacred calm had now 

tdiaken poſſeſſion of her ſenſes, and liſtening if 
|. poſſible again to hear the enchanting ſtrain, - 


ww he was ſurpriſed, and rather alarmed at hear-  - 
ww ine a foot near her chamber; ſhe called, 4 
| but no one anſwered, and it was then the . 

tories of the caſtle Nung haunted broke on 0 
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her remembrance, yet unconſeious of injury 
either to the living or the dead, the ſtill was 
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. fearleſs, and dropping ſoon into a ſyeet ſleep, 

1 awoke not 'till the houſekeeper entered her N 

= #chamber, to dreſs her little favorites, * 4 

* and Ethelinde. | 

4 : Nessie the concealed ſorrows I 

8 which preyed on the mind of Miſs Barry, and 
the anxiety ſne felt for the recovery of Lord 
Avondale, the muſic, and paſſing ſteps ſhe 

1d had heard in the night, were the firſt thoughts 

* that occurred in the morning, and while Mrs. 

hy Barlowe was dreſſing the children, ſhe in- 

500 quired whether the ſervants of the caſtle had 

fe not been up late. No, Madam,” faid the 

rit houſekeeper. No!“ repeated Miſs Barry, ⁵⁶ 

o. c that is very ſtrange then what I heard du- i 0 

x if ring the night. Heard, Madam,” inter- hs 

in, rupted Mrs. Barlowe, in viſible confuſion, | 

ar- e heard - you could m heard believe 

a the ſervants were up.” Her embarrafied 

rhe manner, her tremulous voice, eſcaped not the 

on — of Miſs Barry; god vith.a faint 
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I know) why the airy beings who hold their 
nocturnal revels in this old caſtle ſhould af- 


good woman, a tear ſtealing down her cheek, 


my lady, was —” Here the entrance of a 
ſervant to inform Miſs Barry that Mrs. Fitz- 
aubin waited breakfaſt for her, in his Lord- 
Fhip's apartment, put an end to the conver- 
verſation, yet ſo very intereſting was the 
ubject, that ſhe reſolved the firſt convenient 
opportunity to requeſt ſome OO: expla- 
nian. 


When ſhe entered Lord Avandale' s room, 


e quict and apparently dumbering, and 


|| on her friends expreſſing the lively pleaſure 
mW _.they/\{elt at his unexpected recovery, ſhe re- 
phed, they could not doubt that her ſatisfac- 
faction was at leaſt equal, but that now he 


Jeft with * to the care of the domeſtics, 
; | We | 14 . 


ſmile ſhe ſaid, I would not increaſe your 
apparent uneafineſs, my good friend, nor do 


fect you.” Ah! Madam,” replied the 


cc you know not indeed, Lady Avondale, 


was declared free from danger, and could be : 


dened tongue, by ging me a legal claim to 
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ſhe thought it would be prudent and right to 
quit the caſtle, as ſo long a reſidence in it 
might occaſion conjectures more diſtreſſing 
and humiliating than even the inſinuations of 


the Doctor: Marcella coiaciding with Mits 


Barry, her ſiſter promiſed to return home 
next day, and inform his Lordſhip of their 
intention ſome time during the evening ; that 
proved unneceſſary, for his Lordſhip being 
awake, had liſtened attentively to every word, 
and when Mrs. Fitzaubin finiſhed her ſen- 


tence, in a weak dejected voice he exclaimed, . 


* And are you, my kind, my beſt friend, to 
be awed. Your conduct directed by the il- 
liberality of a man of confined ideas? Would 
you leave me, after preſerving my life by your 
generous cares? Would you render that life 


a hated. burthen, by depriving me of the only . 
object that can render it deſirable? Ak! Miſs 


Barry,” he continued-with increaſing energy. 
< {ſweet arbitreſs of my fate, whoſe remem 


dered bleſſing ſooths my ſpirit and enlivem 


it with hope, vouchſafe to filence each embelt 
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that ſoft care which charmed me back to 
earth, when entering on eternity.” 


Mrs. Fitzaubin knew not how to act; ſhe 
feared an explanation, in his preſent weak 
ſtate would be attended with fatal conſe- 
quences; and to delude him with falſe hopes 
was repugnant to her natural ſincerity; ſhe 
approved of Miſs Barry's intention, yet trem- 
bling with apprehenſion leſt it ſhould occa- 
ſion a relapſe in his Lordſhip, ſhe remained 
a painful heſitating embarraſſment, until Miſs 
Barry herſelf aroſe, when approaching the 


preſence for a few days longer could contri- 
bute to his recovery, ſhe was too ſenſible of 
the magnitude of her obligations to refuſe it: 
It is not, my Lord,” continued ſhe, “ alto- 
gether the cenſure of the world I dread, ho- 
nored with the protection of Mrs. F itzaubin, 


my - #hat1 might eafily be refuted; it is the acculing | 


monitor within, that tells me I am wrong 
1 * ſhould become ſtill more reprehenfible ; 5 
I 455 3 eneou⸗ 


bed with a mild becoming dignity, in a com- 
paſſionating voice ſhe aſſured him, that if her ky 
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encouraging your Lordſhip to hope for what 
is not in my power to beſtow; ſpare me, then 


further importunity, and when you have re- 
gained ſtrength to liſten, and 1 compoſure to 


relate, your» own heart ſhall decide whither 


I am an object of love for Lord Avondale.” 


She ceaſed, unable to proceed, when his 
Eordſhip, inſpired with a fad preſentiment, 


and with an emotion bordering on agony, 


conjured her, as ſhe valued his renſbes; or his 
life, to ſatisfy one maddening doubt, and then 
he would await her pleaſure with patient re- 


ſignation. © Say,” cried he, ina ſolemn voice, 


«© has ſome happier man ——” The. cloſing 
words died inarticulate on his lips, while his 
languid eye looked mournfully wiſhful for an 
anfiver to > the unfiniſhed queſtion, 


| The heart of Mis Barry explained the reſt 
and felt the wound ſhe was obliged to inflict ; . 
trembling ſhe raiſed his hand, feebly preſſe . , 


it, looked pitying on him, and in a voice 


ſcarce audible, ſaid, I am—TI am a viſe, long 
2 f G 3 | dance 
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fince a wedded wife, and mother to young 
Athwold and his ſiſter.” The pale face of 
Lord Avondale aſſumed a yet paler hue, his 
poor emaciated frame ſhook with agitation, 
and frequent convulſive gaſps burſting from 
his boſom, threatened inſtant diſſolution. 


The aſtoniſhed Mrs. Fitzaubin fat loſt, in 
thought, and totally unable to offer any aſſiſt- 
ance; Miſs Barry ſtill held his Lordſhip's 
hand, and. only Marcella had the power to be 
uſefully active; the bathed his temples, and 
adminiſtering ſome drops, in a few moments 
be became rather more compoſed, and re- 
4 gained ſufficient fortitude to ſay, while he 
F_ tremblingly reſigned Muſs Barry's hand, you 
are a wife, yet ever muſt my heart reverence 
| and eſteem; what I-muſt no more preſume to 
love; ſtill, Madam, to the lateſt hour of hated 

|! H Angering life, I ſhall have no will but yours; 
io worſhip you at humble diſtance ſhall ever 
ih be my pleaſure, to emulate your virtues my 
wy only-pride, and to cheriſh the idea of your 
mw panes the only _ wy eruel deſtiny. 
bas 
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Has left me. Farewell, then, ſweet excellence, 
to night, ſome other opportunity you may 
indulge me with your confidence, and vouch- 
ſafe to believe, though loſt to hope and hap- 
pineſs myſelf, your honor, ſafety, wiſhes, and 
repoſe, will ever intereſt me, and be my 
deareſt conſiderations ; your friends ſhall be 
mine, and your children cheriſhed, loved, as 


ng on Sue on 2260. 42 


Here/ ba b burſt from the boſom. of our 
poor heroine, ſhe eſſayed to ſpeak, but in 
vain; and ſtruggling with the ſad variety of 


her feelings; the aroſe, caſt # ſilent yet ex-' 
preſſive ook on Lord Avondale, and leaning 


on the arm of Marcella, left his preſenee: ; 1 | 


Having retired to her apartment, the folded A 
the infants to her afflicted: deſponding boſdmi, & 
and def apps 1 Ungering night 1 in een 6 
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fince a wedded wife, and mother to young 
Athwold and his ſiſter.” The pale face of 
Lord Avondale aſſumed a yet paler hue, his 
poor emaciated frame ſhook with agitation, 
and frequent convulſive gaſps burſting from 
his boſom, threatened inſtant diſſolution. 


The aſtoniſhed Mrs. Fitzaubin fat loſt.in 
thought, and totally unable to offer any aſſiſt- 
ance; Miſs Barry ſtill held his Lordſhip's 
hand, and only Marcella had the power to be 
- uſefully active; ſhe bathed his temples, and 
adminiſtering ſome drops, in a few moments 
he became father more compoſed, and re- 
| grined ſufficient fortitude to fay, while he 
nee reſigned Miſs Barry's hand, you 
are a wife, yet ever muſt my heart reverence 
and eſteem what I-muſt no more preſume to 
love; ſtill, Madam, to the lateſt hour of hated 

ering life, I ſhall have no will but yours; 


x | "worſhip you at humble diſtance ſhall ever 


be my pleaſure, to emulate your virtues my 
: A Pride, and to cheriſh the idea of your 
San the only good. ws exucl deſtiny. 
ow” ; 
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has left me. Farewell, then, ſweet excellence, 
to night, ſome other opportunity you may 
indulge me with your confidence, and vouch- 
ſafe to believe, though loſt to hope and hap- 
pineſs myſelf, your honor, ſafety, wiſhes, and. 
repoſe, will ever intereſt me, and be my 
deareſt conſiderations ; your friends ſhall be 
mine, and your children cheriſhed, loved, as 


we. (= I tek „ 1 1 


Heavy: gabe b burſt from the boſom of our 
poor heroine, ſhe eſſayed to ſpeak, but in 
vain; and Kruggling with the ſad variety of 
her feelings; ſhe arofe; caſt ſilent yet ex- 


preffive ook: on Lord Avondale, and leaning = 


om the arm of Marcella; left his pre nee © BM 
Having retired to her apartment, ſhe folded Ml 
the infants to her afflicted: deſponding bofem, - 
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CHAP. K. 


EVERAL days now paſt at the caſtle, 
and in a ſerenity little to be expected, 
the different circumſtances of the inhabitants 
conſidered ; ; even the health and ſpirits of. 
Lord Avondale appeared to mend his paſ- 
ſion for Miſs Barry ever pure, exalted, and 
_ diſintereſted, gradually ſunk into a warm, 
tender, and enlivened friendſhip; and now 
that every glimmering of hope was extinct, 
» he viewed her as the faireſt and moſt perfect 
of heaven's works, and eſteemed one ap- 
Proving ſmile from her beyond every other 
| 04 _ the world could offer. 


Hi is mind, ever touched ak a glow of the 


mantic, - 


gud, now ind * ſtill more the ro- 
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mantic, which he, terming the ſublime, re- 
ſolved to devote his future days to the con- 


templation and ſervice of her he loved; and 
as ſhe confeſſed herſelf unfortunate, make 


every exertion to reſtore her to peace and 


happineſs, when her promiſed confidence in- 
ſtructed him how. Miſs Barry on the other 
hand felt for his Lordſhip the innocent affec- 
tion of a ſiſter, enlivened by gratitude, and 
ſupported by an eſteem which his many vir- 


tues claimed; ſhe had no longer a pang to 


inflict on him, the bitterneſs of rejecting a 


worthy attached heart was over, and now 


* 
— 


that ſhe beheld him riſing ſuperior to the in- 


dulgence of wrong placed love, and aſſuming 


if he had not attained the compoſure of a 
heart reſigned, her own was relieved from an 


inconceivable preſſure, and her ſpirits became 
more tranquillized ; and. as from principles 


firm and elevated as his Lordſhip's ſhe had 
no dark inſidious purpoſes to dread, ſhe con 


| verſed with an amiable freedom, and treated 


him with an unreſerved kindneſs, which at 


nge. diſplayed the ingenuouſneſs and recti: 4 
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rude of her own mind, and her cheerfut con- 
fidence in him, 


His Lordſhip had recovered ſufficient. 

ffrength to uſe gentle exerciſe, and the ladies 

were preparing to return to their own little 

peaceful manſion, when letters arrived from. 

Lady Glenroy, informing her ſon, he might 

expect her and family, with a ſclect party, 

pyithin a week at the caſtle. Much as his Lord- 

fhip had deſired this viſit, he now conſidered | 

tie as an unpleaſing interruption to his pro- 2 

WO jected plan of life, he would. be under diſ- a= 

| Agreeable reſtraint, it would unavoidably de- 6 

= prive him of many hours fociety with Miſs b 

Barry, for the loſs of which ſatisfaction no- [ 

ding earthly. could recompenſe him, but it y 

Se aremediable. and to divert the chagrin the. 8 

reflection viſibly cauſcd, Mrs. Fitzaubin gent. n 
jp reminded Miſs Barry of her promiſe, to = 


relate- Fe incidents of her lite. b 
fi 

- Tenderly impatient as: was Lord Avons 0 
dle, to hear this hiſtory, an hiſtory ſo unpro— 1 
198 1 £ 
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pitious to his hopes, he had never preſumed 
to: ſoleit᷑ it; and even now, fearful of offend- 
ing, with much humility united in the requeſt - 
of Mrs. Fitzaubin. Miſs Barry offered no 
gbjeftion, but entreated the indulgence © of 
delay until next morning, when ſhe mould. 
have arranged ſome crcumſtances that re- 
quired a little recollection... THEM 


To recover if poſſible from a lowneſs and 


depreſſion, which had imperceptibly erept g 
over her ſenſes, towards the cloſe of day ne 


deſcended to the caſtle gardens; as ſhe enter- 
ed a beautiful labyrinth the ſun was ſinking 
beneath the lofty mountains, gilding with a 
mild radiance the ſurrounding ſcene; - ſhe 
wander. penſively through the fragrant - 
groves, enjoying the delightful calm in which - 
nature lay repoſed, until ſober evening with 


its duſky mantle was involving all in its es. 2 5 
bre ſhade, it was then that a fe drops of tam 


falling, induced her ta haſten for ſhelter to an 
od building, which appeared among a tuft of 
Tees, at no great diſtance. It was a half ru- 
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ined gothic temple, dedicated to innocence; 
ſhe entered by a receſs beautifully romantic, 
yet very gloomy, and from its deſolate ne- 
glected condition within, it appeared rather 
left there as a good point of view from the 
windows in the eaſtern wing of the caſtle, tian 
as any embelliſhment to. the gardens; ſome 
tattered half faded paintings {till | remained 
hanging on the mouldering walls, and ſhe 
was gazing at the portrait of a child, which 
ſne imagined reſembled her little Ethelinde, 
when a deep ſigh made her ſtart; ſhe turned 
round and heard a foot, as if cloſe to her, yet 
beheld nothing: She traverſed the temple in 
wonder, and not without fear, when the figh 
returned more heavy, was repeated, and then, 
followed by the murmur of a low. vole ; ſhe. 
liſtened as if to catch an angel's whiſper, and. 
| heard, in half repreſſed accents, the words, 
8 Peace, peace be unto thee—reſt—ſpirit— 


4-2 5 


EN . not unmixed with terror now 
ſuſpended the power of motion; ſhe heard: 
xc + the 
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the voice yet knew not whence it came; the 
words were myſtic and impenetrable, and 
whether uttered by the living or the dead 
equally inexplicable : The voice continued 
to pronounce ſtrange incoherent words, until 
at length the floor of the building ſhook, and 
on raiſing her eyes, ſhe beheld a figure ſtand- 
ing near the centre of the temple, the glimpſe 
ſhe had was tranſient, for in an inſtant it diſ- 
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110 God of my life! ' exclaimed * gaſp- 
ing, © why doth this mee form obtrude 
on me, I never did it wrong? Oh! univerſal 
Being, whither comes it?“ She would have 
knele, but perceiving. the phantom reappear, 
the darked from the temple, and flew with 
rapidity towards the caſtle. In her terror the | 
had taken the wrong way, and bewildered _ 
herſelf in the intricate paths of the garden; 
the knew not how to turn, and was confiders 
ing the various walks in the labyrinth, when 
again ſhe beheld a figure: She ſtood as if 2 
Fransfixed, while it continued to gradually : 
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approach her: © Surely,” eried ſhe, © ſome + 
reſtleſs ſpirit: haunts theſe wide domains, elſe 


I am 8 with yet unfelt, unknown cala- 
mities.” The figure had now advanced be- 
fore her, when tranſported beyond the fears 


of danger, in a ſort of frenzy, ſne fhrieked, 
darted forward, and claſped the ſeeming 


It was Mrs. Barlowe, taking a ſolitary 
evening walk. Oh! God, cried Miſs. 
Barry, ſinking in her arms for ſupport, Oh! 
God, I thought you was — Was what?” 
interrupted the -houſekeeper with quickneſs. . 
„Was,“ rejoined Miſs Barry, © was the ſpirit - 
have ſeen—ſo often heard.” *The Jpiriet” ; 


repeated Mrs. Barlowe, then you have ſeen 
it?” <<] think—1I know I have; replied the, 


a little recovered from her panic, and leaning 
on. her as they proceeded towards the caſtle, . 
e but who it is, or wherefore it appears, I ſtill 


am ignorant. 
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« Your ſpirits are depreſſed, dear Madam,” 
faid Mrs. Barlowe, trembling exceſſively, . 
apparently declining the ſubject, and further 
explanation, your ſpirits are very weak, and 
when the mind is melancholy, ſuperſtition 
uſurps but too much PO Wer; your excellent 
underſtanding will ſcarce admit a probability 
of ſupernatural appearances, not but whar I. 
allow there are a great many ſilly tales of 
Avondale being haunted, and by many too 
much credited; ſome ſay the late Lord's fa- 
ther buried an immenſe treaſure in the old 
Priory, and falling in battle, camiot reſt until 
his deſcendants have. diſcovered it; others 
tay, (here her voice grew tremulous) that my. 
beloved Lady, for ſome reaſon is unquiet; 
but it is more generally believed, that the 
Caſtle and Priory have been diſturbed for 
ſome centuriee by the diſcontented ſpirits f 
: Bur, Madam, the night air is cod? 
allow me to attend you in, and I will ew 
you a very ancient, and, to the Avoudale fa- 
mily, a very valuable manuſcript; . mote* er. 


planatory than any acc hunt I can give.“ mn 
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Impatient to gratify her curioſity, and if 


poſſible either remove her ſuperſtitious fears, 
or more reaſonably account for them, Miſs 
Barry remained ſilent, as to her evening ad- 


venture in the ruined temple, and pleading in- 


diſpoſition, wiſhed her friends an early good 
night, and retired to her chamber, where ſhe 
was ſoon attended by Mrs. Barl6we, who 


preſenting her the promiſed manuſcript, as if 


to avoid embarraſſing queſtions, paid the de- 


voirs of the evening, and immediately with- 
drew. | 


On the 3 of the manuſcript, in a dif- 
. hand was written, 


. or enn AND ELFRIDNA-. 


F< An early od a death puniſhed 
® an an early crime—reſt, reſt unquiet ſpirits, and 


glide ſo piteous 


round Yo antique t towers—no longer wan- 


A theſe — tombs, nor torture 


5 
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« Spirits of my children, ceaſe to rend my 
widowed heart !—Be ſtill, Oh! Athwold and 
Elfrida, guilt divided ye on earth, Chriſt and 
his mercy join your ſouls above, farewell 


_———}J\. 


D* nel x ou ſec yon caſtle fair, 
That ſtands upon the brow ? 
Where many a blaſt hath ſnook the trees, 
Waving them to and fro. | 


My love lives in yon caſtle fair, 

That ſtands upon the brow, _ ed aug 

Whers many a blaſt has ſhook the tes,, 25 
Waving them to and fro. 


* 


My love he is a valiant knight, | 
And beauteous to behold, N 2317459 x]. 746. 
And many a lady ſighs for him, - - 
With lands and heaps of gold. 1 F'45 tie th * 
My love he has an honied tongue, 2 | ä — : : 


And lacks not land or gold, 
8 he will har e a lady fair, 
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My love he bas an honicd tongue, S f 


And takes me on his knee; 1 3 


And Goreetly ſpeaks, and ſweetly ſwiles, 6 10 9 00 
And ſweetly kiſſes me. 


The haughty Earl, his father, bold, 
Full ſix months has been dead,” 
And full ſix months before that time, 


He vow'd he would me wed. l 


The haughty Earl, his father bold, 
Vow'd me he ſhould not wed, | : . 
But my love vow'd he ſurely would. 3 1 


When he approach'd my bed. 


Then up betimes, my virgins al,. | 
And ere tis been of MVV] ft 
For my young Earl to. morrow comes. TAE 
Fo fetch his bride away. | 


T hen up betimes, my virgin 1 3 | 4 N 
Aughraid my yellow hair, | | oor ig 
And ere I hear his bugle horn, | oe 1 

Make me look freſh and fair, 


And tie the bracelets 84 my arms, 5 | 0 | 
Which my young Earl bath lent, | 


They're precious gifts, they're token tr ue, , e v 


_ That I ſhall nzer be ſhent,® „ 
= 2 25 2 # Diſgraced, blamed, reproached.——Shat; prove... 
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Then lie thee till, my precious babe, 
I feel thee ſpring for joy, | 
Thatgge to-morrow's ſun ſhall let, 
The #-x thy father's boy. 


Then lie thee ſtill my precious babe, 


Thou]'t be no baſtard born, 
Stir not, nor ſtart, *till thou ſhalt hear, 
The mm JN bugle horn, 


And when thou hear'ſt his bugle horn, 
Then ſpring my babe for joy, 
Thy mother then ſhall-be a bride, 
And thou thy father*s boy. 


I would to-morrow night were come, 

And I repos'd in bed, F'y f 
And my ſilk curtains drawn around, 

Though the old Earl be dead. 


IJwould to-morrow night were come, 
The young Earl in my arms, 
That I might bleſs his love and truth, 


And fear no future harms. 


I would to-morrow night were come, 
That I might certain be, 
My precious babe a father had, | 7 810545 | 
I Tadandle on his knee, e 1771 ot e 
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How can you ſleep, my virgins fair, 
How can you ſleep ſo found ? 
The noiſy ow] from yonder wall * 
Makes the old porch reſound. 


Away, away, thou noiſy owl, 
And ceaſe thy horrid din, | 
*Tis not the cheerful ſound I want, 


To welcome this day in. 


Away, away, thou noiſy owl, 
Diſturb not thus my reſt, 
Thy boding ſounds—thy diſmal ſong, 


Alarm my anxious breaſt. 


And ſleep you ſtill my virgins fair? 
And don't you hear the bell? 
5 5 With hollow voice, and iron tongue, 
ye midnight hour to tell. 


Sleep on, ſleep on, my virgins fair, 1 1 
For innocence can ſleep, 
Deſpight of owls, on bells, or ghoſts, 
While guilt muſt wake and weep. 


Ah! me, who ſtands at my bed foot? 


Earl Athwold, love, is't you? 
85 Nay, prithee ſtay til! mozrow night, 


4 
k 


>>, When I'm your bride ſo true. 
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The wind is bleak, the moon is dark, N 
The froſt creeps o'er the graſs, 
How didſt thou ope the iron gate, 
And leap the deep moraſs? 


How deadly pale thou look'ſt, my love, 
1 fear tliou art not well, 

Speak to mg, life, I'll call my maids, 
Fl ring the chamber bell, 


Why doſt thou ich, why look ſo ſad, 
Ah! me, why theſe alarms? 
How cold thou ſeem'ſt, come to ms love, 


Come warm thee in my arms. 


Nay, pray thee, pray thee, ſpeak, my love, 
Nay, look not ſuch A look! 


For juſt fo look'd my brother dear, * 
When ta'en from the cold brook. - 
f | Then pray thee one ſoft kits, my life, 


I will not bid thee ſtays 
What means my love? Where doſt thou point? 


Why becken me away? 


Ohl go not thus—ſtay, Athwold, ſtay t b_ : 22 > - 


Virgins awake, awake! 


. See where he glides, hark that fad figh, > 
Hark! the foundations ſnahkke. 2 


4 
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Awake, awake, companions dear, 
My ſiſter virgins all, 
And ring aloud the chamber bell, 
Our Lady loud doth call. 


Alas! what ails our Lady dear? 
And wherefore doth ſhe ſhake? 
And why did the, with voice fo ſad, 

So fearfully awake? | 


% Did ye fee nought, my virgins fair, 
Did ye not hear a bell? 
That with a deep and ſolemn ſound, 
Rung out a ſad death knell. 


Nought have we ſeen, our Lady dear, 
Nor have we heard a bell, 
That with a deep and ſolemn ſound 
© Rung out a ſad death knell. 


| Now Chriſt preſerve your Athwold ſafe, 
| And ſafe make you his bride, 
1 As ſure he has not been this night 
55 "I Standing at your bed fide. 
Nox Chriſt preſerve my Athwold ſaſe, 
"7 = 75 And ſafe make me his bride, 50 
| 3 fare Iam I aw hin 0 4 ; 
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The gates arc clos'd, tie draw-bridge up- | 
'Anit yeitern Athwold went, 
To the bold Baron Orgar's houſe, 


That lives by fiiver Trent. 


To the bold Baron Orgat's houſe, 
With whom to- day he'll come, 
With bugle horn, and merry men, 


To fetch his fair bride home. 


Then haſte ye, bring my robes ſo white, 
I can no longer ſleep, 
Tho' I'm to be a bride to day, 


I cannot chuſe but weep. 


And haſte ye, bring my kerchief too, 
With which, my Athwold dear, 

Oft after he hath kifs*d my cheek, 
Hath wip'd away the tear, 


Why com'ſ thou not, my Athwold dear, 
The twilight leaves the ſky, 

Come, blefs me with thy honied tongue, 
Or I ſhall ſurely die. 


* 


Swift let me hear thy borſes hoofs 
Come battering oer the ground, 
Aud thy ſweet ſounding bugle horn, 5 2 
That makes the hills reſound. 3 . 


0 * 
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Ah! me, the winds begin to roar 
Why doth the tempeſt riſe? 
Why doth the thunder's dreadful din 
Diſturb the peaceful ſcies? 


Red runs the rapid Derwent ſtream, 
Its angry ſpirits ſhriek ; 
The blood runs chill around my heart, 


And pale, pale paints my cheek. 


Red runs the rapid Derwent ſtream, 
How ſhall my lover paſs? 

Though in the night he op'd the gates, 
And leap'd the deep morals, 


Red runs the rapid Derwent ſtream, 
Its angry ſpirits foam, | | 
Oh! Chriſt forefend my Athwold ſafe, 3 


* 8 * 2 ' 


To fetch his fair bride home. veer, 15 
'Rejoice, my virgins, don't ye hear 
The woods and hills reſound, 
Do ye not hear the horſes hoo 8 
Come battering o'er the ground? , ,, - . 
Now woe betide the lazy wight, . 1 1 
: That watches at the Sheng Fo d ang) 
Why turns he not the l won key,, . «di aA 


That makes Earl Athwold wait? os 3 % ett 
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Rejoice, rejoice my darling babe, 
Now thour't thy mother's joy, OY 
For now thy father's dear is come, | [ 
To make thee his own boy. 


She ran to meet her Earl ſo dear, | 
She tore her ſilken band, | 

She ſtumbled at the threſhhold ſep, | nA 
And bruiſed her lily hand. 1 | 7 


She ran to meet 1 Earl ſo dear, 
She trembled at the 83 


And three large drops of her life blood, 


Came trickling to the floor, 2 
; | } pf ! * 
She ran to meet her Earl {9 dear, 
F 5 | _ 
And ſmiling was her look, „ 
She met a pale corpſe at the door, 1 
Ta'en from the cold, cold brook, | 
EN 5412 inn Dan Ile 
She ran to meet her Ender... RT 74 
"” :. 4 $4 SY c l 
She met him at the door, EE $458 


A pale cor pſe t talen from the Deen ftr eam, 
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In one low grave they both repoſe, 


Yet oft” a penſive ſhade, - 
Is ſeen to glide among the tow'rs, 


And with the twilight fade. 


Oh! be their early fault forgot, 
Their ſoft offence forgiv*n, 
And let the erring world remit, 


What pardon meets in heav'n. 


« Athwold !” repeated Miſs Barry, Gghing 
as ſhe folded the manuſcript, © Athwold, dear 
name, what powerful ſweetneſs* hath that 
magic ſound, yet what is it to me or mine?” 

She had continued loſt in thought for ſome 
time, when a pale light glimmering in a re- 
mote corner of the apartment attracted her 
notice; ſhe looked around, if poſſible to diſ- 


cover from whence it came, ſhe could ſee 


nothing, but heard a diſtant ſtep, and as it 


was loſt in undiſtinguiſhable ſound, the light 


. 
gradyally diſappeared. Miſs Barry felt not 
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much alarm, ſhe ſcarce felt aſtoniſhment, for 
ſo frequent were theſe ſtrange circumſtances 
about Avondale, that though reaſon con- 
demned the idea, ſhe could not altogether 
baniſh the belief of unquiet ſpirits ſome times 
appearing among the living; but as conjec- 
ture only bewildered her ſtill more, having 
tervently prayed a. bleſſing for the night, from 
the univerſal ſource of good, ſhe went to bed 
aM compoſed herielf to reſt, ht 


Y | i | 
a | CHAP. X. ; % cn 1 
T6455 | f 3 12 3415-99 2 5 28 1 
a 1130 =) yi ILL 228 1 J 
. Nit morning fie aroſe. very. "lan 
er and unrefreſhed, and being unable to 
{- relate her promiſed hiſtory, if poſſible to; di- 


vert her ideas from {elf and ſelf incereſted 8 
ach, ;. ſhe 0 Mrs. Barlowe, b ha- 8. 
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«Ir is ftrarige,” replied the good woman-eo- 
fouring, „för J cannot conetlve Why you 
mould be moleſted; whoe ver it try be/that 
diſturbs Avondite; for, to be plain, Madam, 
as we are On the ſubject, there is no denying 
that ſomething i is Wrong, and never I fear 
will the unquict ſpirit reſt until its fecret is 
diſclofed; as the family are coming here pro- 
bably ſome diſcovery Will be made, and 1 


ſincerely with it, that the amiable TY 
Avondale may enjoy his inhericance with all 


the happineſs and honor he merits; for his 
Lordſhip 1s often diſtreſſed with the com- 
plaints of the ſervants fears. 


Much as Miſs Barry wiſhed to know what 


Was wrong, ſhe remained ſilent, delicacy pre- 


vented the inquiry, ang repreſſed- her curi- 


vlity, as it could eafily be perceived queſtions 


| = embirrafſed Mrs. Barlowe, aid gave her evi- 


] = ent pain. Being ſoon 1Joined by Mrs. Fitz. 
. aubin and lier ſiſter, the related the ftræ enge 


: Grcutnſtances, but as they had /neither kh 


Ber Keard any thing extravrdinary, they treat. 
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bach heed ſeen ang heard by herſelf: there 


4 * tt and aſteni hed her, aA e 
2 45 Ende temembronce, and arrange *. — 
2 mcoidene af her oyn little hiſtery, towards 
the eveping ſhe iſet out an; her AG atomen 


tic winding path, yet not ſo obſgure but chat 
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ed the ſtory as che offspring of a weak and | 
ſuperſtitious. brain, and only wondered how. a, | 
mind ſo enlightened as hers, could give it \ -F 
even a momentary attention. 6 | 


FFF 


Miſs Barry Duhed from a conſciouſneſs 
ef her own exequlity, yet perfited in what 


g wrong, ſtill viauated on her car, 
y (urs 85, 


ar” Bee could be partisular 


via ro IIl sc fgage. it „ 1 m 
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In guſſing throughtthe fare Meamiſtoax 
her uſual track, and found heel in a roman 


fram » viſtas opening on gifferent parts Jhe 
coul ſurvey the landſcape around: aden 
joyed with, penfive-pleaſure a bold and ſuperb - 
view of mountains riſing in majeſtic grandeur 
25. dome diſtance, | NOOR! With in Wer i 
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young plantations, large ſheets of water, tre- 0 
mendous natural caſcades, and here and there 
dhe blackened «turrets of Avondale Caſtle, 1 
breaking on the ſight, formed a ſcene at once | 

ſablihe,” beautiful and pictureſque. | 

Ever an enthuſiaſtic! admirer of nature's c 
works, ſhe wandered until ſober twilight was 1 
ing, ane - then was 1 e 195 
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and = yet 1 not why; bor che form W 7 
neither terrific nor uncommon, and after a "ON? 
- moment's gaze, ſhe would have purſued it, | 
but as ſhe followed quick as lightning it fled, 


And turning a corner, ſunk entirely from her * 
View. Ruminating on what ſhe had ſeen, 7 
with a quickened ſtep and. palpitating heart n 
the atrived'/at Baſil's. Aſter the uſual enqui- t 
Ties were over, ſhe demanded whither there 3 


Fete not more inhabited cottages | on the 18 
foreſt; and then related what ſhe had feen, i 
| VT the Eircumſtance 1 the figures nn | m 
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diſappearance. The mother of Agnes was 
preſent, and as Miſs Barry ſpoke her counte- 
nance aſſumed the moſt ghaſtly hue, and 
riſing haſtily from her chair, with a repreſſed 
groan ſhe ſilently quitted the room. Oh! 
dear,” cried Agnes, as ſhe cloſed the door, 
« how frightened my mother is at ſpirits, ſhe 
can't bear to hear them even named.“ Spi- 
” rig!” * op Miſs Barry, Why you cannot 
Y "oy J ſaw "gp a ck” 1 * Indeed. 4 
* «for there: is little elle than troubled 
together, about 


c There, my good Agnes, you indeed are 
right,” ſaid Miſs Barry, © but, for the dead—” - 


« Yes to be ſure,” interrupted Agnes, « had 3 


not poor Lady Avondale better been dead 


than living as ſhe lives? <© Lady Avondale A 


living!“ cried Miſs Barry, in wonder. t 
is is ſaid; ſhe is; returned Agnes, and that ſno 
is confined in the caverns of the caſtle, and 


more than that, can never die, no never till !! 


— 1 H 4 Here 
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Here ceaſed the communicative tongue of 
Agnes, for Baſil entered to attend Miſs Barry 
to the caſtle, who returned even mare be- 


wildered and perplexed with a confuſion of 
thoughts than ſhe had left it, 


Nothing material occurred that evening, 
NMI Barry, rather fatigued, retired early, and 
paſſing a ſerene night, next morning at che * 


united requeſt of her friends, gratifiegh ir \ 

CAP. XI. 

V perfect ſecluſton from the ah | : 
under an aſſumed name,” ſaid Mis 
= Barry, commencing her natrative, * is ſuffi- J 

-erent:conviction that concealment.and retire- | 
ment ſuit my condition, to requeRiſecreſy 1 
ee would os doubt I do not meh - -1 

EW fa and 4 


* 25 
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and offer a tacit inſult to the honor of my 
friends of which my nature is incapable.“ 
His Lordſhip: was about to offer ſame aſ- 
ſurance, but ſhe prevented hits, ant with 
preſſed emotioli ne 1 acraul 


Fo The kak dune e * 

* trace, when the faint itnpreſſions of infancy 
— were loſt in the dawn of opening: rcaſon, I 
found myſelf among a number of little beings 
N of various ages, features, and diſpoſitions, yet 
all were treated with ęqual humanity, And at- 

tired with the ſame decent plainneſs. The 

kindly names of father and of mother We re 

never known within our dwelling, yet tie 
gentlewoman Who preſided: \9v27: the humble 

contented little inhabitants, had oer tone 

ward, reprove, and corxect, at ther diſare- 
tion, and IJ think not that ſhe ever abuſed 


| her truſt, for ſhe ſeemed mild, moderate, ant 
| humane; ſhe early taught me the leſſans f 
ö piety, hufnility, and meekndfs;/ apckyhether 8 
3 from a partiality ſo unaccountable n the: hu | 
3 "AP e any fancied weit ihm dan 
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not decide, but 1 was happily diſtingui ſhed 
by her favor, and held up to my little com- 
panions as a pattern for their imitation: In- 
deed I poſſeſſed a natural docility, and wil- 
lingneſs to learn, and though all my taſks 
were confined to a ſpelling book, ſampler, and 
wheel, my ideas aſpired to yet higher im- 
provement, and my heart panted for inſtruc- 
tion which my lowly condition 3 little 
* of ever * 


1 had nearly completed my een year, 
n one morning our governeſs entered the 
play- ground, followed by a lady, the moft 
lovely and prepoſſeſſing I had ever ſeen; my 
young: heart, though ignorant what the ſen- 
timent meant, offered her a tribute of invo 


luntary reſpect, and as ſhe walked round ” 


humble circle I dropped a-lowly courtſey; 

was one of thoſe quiet bendings of the pird, 

expreſſive of a ſilent ſecret reverence ; the 
offering paſſed. neither unnoticed or: wnre - 


- warded, for the lady ſtopt, looked kindly on 
me, and turning to the ſuperior, faid, I had 
1 1 3 
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2 ſweet intereſting countenance, inquired my 


ANONDALE PRIORY. 


name, then kiſſed me, and gave me a ſhilling; 
and never ſurely did a holy faint worſhipa 5 


precious relic with more pure devotion than 


that with which I preſſed this valued piece 


to my lips, and continued to gaze delighted 
on my treaſure till ſurrounded by my com- 
panions, who with rude impetuoſity inſiſted 
on ſharing it. Reſolved on the preſervation 


of this ſhilling, and formed with a heart re- 
pugnant to compulſion, I ſtruggled until 


overpowered by numbers, when it was wreſted 
from me, then retired to a remate corner, 
and diſconſolately mourned my loſs, where I 
was, however, foon obſerved. by a girl who 
taught the ſpinning: Taking my hand with 


great good nature, ſhe inquired the cauſe of 
my diſtreſs, and on my relating the ſimple 
complaint, ſhe wiped my eyes, deſired I would 


be comforted, and my money ſhould: be =.” 
turned; _ faithfully kept her Ppromiſceon: 


14 r 3 1 


"Ma governeſs and the lady 2 and 


4 1 JR the injury I had ſuſtained; ae 
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lady's countenance no longer beamed with 
its ſcrmer ſweet complacency, ſhe eyed me 
with ſometling of diſdain, and in a ſevere 
tone demanded why I did not willingly ſhare 
the ſnhilling with my little friends? | Deeply 
baffected by her altered manner, ſobbing, I re- 
plied, in my attleſs language, that I had of- 
fered thom all the reſt of my money, and only 
wiſhed to keep tlie ſhilling to hang at my 
neck, that I might never forget her r 
ie e . 


Mete 


* Aw Ak 


ane How if that FREE trait of artleſs 
| 40 in one ſo young and uninformed,” 


Haid ſhein a low voice, and without looking 


| 4 409%; Ss ro me, ſhe retired. 


10-2182 21 J 
dM y⸗ Arelling NN was now full and almoſt 
Ito 'burſting;- and leaning my head on the wall 


* eontinued weeping, though why I could 


not define, for the loſt ſnilling was no more 
> ee. In a few minutes my grief was 
| : 8 8 Paterrupter by an order to attend the gover- 
Bs 8 Jobeyed, when the lady raing: me in 


1 | her 


oF: 


careſſes, while that modeſty inherent in the 
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ber arms, with all her former kindneſs, aſked f 


if 1 would leave my governeſs, and young 
companions, to live with her? How my heart 


fluttered in that moment! J looked at her 


z had long reverenced as a mother, then at 
my new friend, and covering my face with 
my hands, wept in ſilence, till my ſweet be- 
nefactreſs pitying my confuſion, preſſed me 
to her boſom, and ſaid, if my governeſs con- 
ſented that I ſhould live with her, ſhe would 


1 


take me home and Beef Mamma. 


* 


How great was my joy and exultation whey 


ſeated by her in the carriage! only to be 
equalled. by my admiration and wonder when 


arrived at a houſe magnificent beyond any 


thing I could have eonceived: She introduced 
me to her huſband, faying, ſhe had brought 


him a little daughter to adopt; he gazed in 
my face, and beſtowed on me innumerable 


female breaſt, implanted there by heaven, to 


ward the approaches of inſidious man, height- 
enced the glow in my cheeks, on receiving 
the firſt kiſſes I ever had from one of his ſex. 


* 
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1 Ny benefactreſs was of Iriſh extraction, 
but her father having unfortunately killed a 
man in a fatal duet, during her infancy, fled 
with her and a young brother to Italy, there 
Re refided 1 in ſafety till ſhe had attained the 
age of cighteen, when ſhe married Signor 
Whrtini, one of the firſt compoſers of muſic; 
The powerful ſweetneſs of her voice firſt at- 
tracted the admiration of her lover, and ſoon 
prepared the way for a mutual attachment: 
Her brother was an officer in the fervice of a 


vnion paying the debt of nature, ſhe per- 
iſ  . Thaded her huſband to leave Italy, and at the 
= 'prrigd her benevolence: removed me from a 
public charity, they were in very high and 
ke _—_— for muſical abilities in. En 1 
Sand. | en 
|| 29h 1 bey! had buried two Penn ng children 
8 and ſeveral years having clapſed; ſhe de ſpair- 
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foreign Power, and her father ſoon after her 


14 30 of more, nor after her generous een 
4 of me did” the ever "NIGER e 


care, enriched my mind with noble ſenti- | 7 


J have ceaſed to remember the humble ſtate 


reſtrain, from-whence I fprung, my real name, 
(for they had given me that of Martini) and 
why, and by whom my youth was de note 


nignant countenance wear a frown but on 
theſe occaſions, when with. ſeverity of aſpeit 


3 £ care 
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My benefactreſs to a very lovely and in- 
tereſting figure united a moſt benevolent and 
amiable mind; adorned with every gentle 
grace and feminine accompliſhment: Her 
huſband was elegant in his perſon, his counte+ 
nance animated, and his manners ſoft, infi- 
nuating, and engaging: They really both 
dated on me, watched me with the kindeft 


ments, and in every reſpe& formed me to 


ſupport the -moſt elevated conditions in life; 
J was their child, their Ethelinde; and could 


* . 
* 4 
1 * > nne 
* »*. My * 
Y d - AP My, 
yu < ny :, WA - LIW 3 & , Ks L 
. _ 0 7 + = i TOTS - — * N = 1 a . - / 
4 „eee e 


from which my benefactreſs took me, IL had 
believed they were my parents; often I in- 
quired, with an anxious heavineſs I could not 


to public parith charity? Never did ber be- : 


ſhe would ſilence my demands, ſay ing, ir was 
42 will of heaven I ſhould be caſt upon the 


erer eee eee a; = 
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care of n and unleſs I was wearied, 
diſcontented with her prateRtion, and mur- 
mured at the fate allotted me, never to diſ- 
treſs he r with inquiries more: Theſe repeated 
prohibitions at length ſilenced me, when. to 
eraſe. the painful impreſſion the remembrance 
of early deſertion had occaſioned -on my 
mind, ſhe: introduced me rather ſooner than 
ſhe intended to the world, and in a circle of 
Act ſelected friends, rational | amuſements, 
and faſhionable company, I ceaſed to mur- 
mur at my firſt forſaken: ſtate, and to her 
infinite ſatisfaction returned to my former 
ſtudies with all * accuſtomed arte ntzon and 
e | 


: ; | N , 
os 4 $4 # : 18 F 


At ichis 8 I had 1 aches my 
[fifteenth year; nature, alas! had been but too 
bounteous i in diſtributing her favors for my 
r 3 and I was reputed charming. Beauty 
| 1s too oſten a fatal poſſeſſion, the firſt ſtep to 
female deſtruction, and to the indigent and 
nprote&ted 852 We r if not a x 


"of , » 95, ow Woe OR EY 


AVONDALE PRIORY. 161, 


The young Earl of St. Clair had much 
about that period returned from the tour of 
Europe, and having letters from Malta for 
Signora Martini, waited on her with them; 
this viſit commenced an acquaintance, an in- 
timacy enſued, and his Lordſhip became al- 
moſt an inmate in the houſe. He poſſeſſed 
all the virtues that could dignify the human 

kind, and youth and a happy vivacity gave 
added charms to a face and perſon altogether 
ſaultleſs; the winning ſoftneſs, elegance, and 

dlignity, of his voice and manner, ſtole i imper- 5 
ceptibly on the ſenſes, and took poſſeſſſon of 
the heart, before the danger was ſulpeRed, 
He ſoon diftinguiſhed me by every. reſpect= 
ful and tender attention, condeſcended, to be 
my inſtructor, and delighted in my improve 
ment; honored me with encouraging appro 


bation, when merited, and what ſtill more 
; demonſtrated that pure eſteem, the baſe. of 
: perfect love, gently yet firmly. reproyed | 
1 when he perceived the flighteſt error; either 1 
c in 2 ſentiments, conduct, or diſpoif tion. 2. 
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Thus the oreat, admired St. Clair vouch- 


” fafedto be my monitor, and formed my heart 


till it was all his own, for inſenſible indeed 
muſt I have been to perfection, to a friend's. 
ſolicitude, and a lover's care, had 1 unmoved 
received his many proofs of tenderneſs, 
eſteem, and intereſt } in my welfare. 11 


Thus ten iembnthe elapſed, and Ri he ne-- 
ver mentioned love, but was the watchful 
guardian, and the nice obſerver, while the ſu- 
perior dignity of his on de meanour, and 

delicacy of addreſs to me, repulſed the for- 
ward attentions and unmeaning adulation of a 


fluttering, filly, worthleſs crowd, and pre- 


vented them from contaminating the purity 


of her mind, whom he defigned one day to 


ey with 1 hand and title. 
% Hi Lordſhip was often accompanied by 
a Mr. Bothwel, whom he introduced as a 
very vs ved friend; he was certainly hand- 
dome and agreeable, but poſſeſſed a boldneſs 


E and, * that though I wiſhed and en- 
| . 5 de avoured, 


” HY YL 


ö 
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deavoured to reſpect him as the friend of St. 
Clair, my heart revolted; refuſed its ſuffrage, 
and f Ne with von fig from his as — 
miliarity. 9 | en 

During this time my beloved bend 
gloried "in the attachment Lord St. Clair 
evinced for her favorite, and as ſhe knew the 
rectitude of his Principles, and the ſincerity 
of his generous paſſion, gave him every deli- 
cate Encouragement, at the ſame time can- 
didly informed him, that I was totally uncon- 
nected, unfriended, and probably of mean 
uncertæin birth. His noble foul little wre 
garded the forms and conſiderations which 
bovern the generality of mankind, and guide 
their ſentiments in marriage treaties; lie 
eſteemed diſintereſted affection and unble- 
miſhed honor ſuperior and preferable to the 
dazzling advantages of birth, fortune, and fa 
nion: But he was ſtill a minor, and much 
dependant on a proud ambitious mother, even 
when of age, and wiſhed not to diſels his 
Fentitirts es me until he could make 2 legal 
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offer of his 8 and influence Fr parent in 
rer; uche Kind intentions Were nen. | 


* * - + — 


— bfr be current 13 our - fate into. 
leſs _ and 3 channels. 
f 2113 gn 
n Martini * 8 time je appeared 
coking: beneath the preſſure of a lingering, 


diſorder which overwhelmed him with me. 


lancholy, and reduced him to the, gates: of 
death. With agony inexpreſbble D569 ,, 
cal aid wha vain, | 6nd his — reaoh- 
ed; an alarming 'orifis, when as, the, laſt gg 
medy human aid could offer, he was, ordę ned 
t the German Spa, Where it was, hopsga 
_ diverſity. of objects, and total change of ſcaug, 
l effect a favorable ee ene. 


R 4 & 


1 pet Cie - aw, anguiſh. in. ber pre- 7 


ſence, as it Would have added, to that afflic- 
8 tion wiſhed to diminiſh ; but when I could 
pre val om her to retire and take refreſhment 


ar pale, 0 and leave me to watch in the 


5 1350 0 85 . 
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0 soo) 7 chamber of Martini, all his remem- 
x "bered' TER and kindneſſes would burſt 
on my mind, and the tide of gratitude and 
e flow tr from _ EYES. | a fon 
; os: evening, alter e Hh 2 
0 ence to my g grief, IL approached | his bed, * 
appeared to. Neep, I Enelt beſide him, and 
with fervor offered: a prayer at the throne of 
) mercy for his recovery: I had cloſed my ſup- 
' = plication, and in rifing from my knees ſoftly 
i raiſed his hand, and preſſed it with- filial ' 
| warmth to my lips; at that moment he open- 3 ö 
ed his « eyes, and gently drawing me. towards i 
Him, in a tremiilous, weak and dejeted* voice | 
; he En if. my prayer was breathed with 


„13 3 4 4s 


With my brealt g glowing with innocent art 


7 leſs affeRtion, I I rephed, can my « dear r 

1 doubt the graritüde and love of his 

d Ethel nde? q © My Ethielinde]. 11 ' repeate ', = 
* 5 ere tho 30 DO ed! * 5 The be off 
F K. tba alarming me, I woul a ogy | 
* him and fought the Signora, but he forcibl 
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detained me ill he. confeſſed | having long 
indulged a guilty paſſion, a and that his lie de- 
. pended | on a return.“ 


7 C13 8 wi f \ 
4 4 2 144 4 *# 
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os Terrified, and ſuppoſing him delirious, 
again I ſtruggled to diſengage myſelf from 
his gralp, ad ſummon. help; but paſſion 
giving. him added ſtrength, he rudely held 
me, and ſhocked my ſoul with the baſe. re- 
petition: My brain ſeemed burſting, m 


felt before, and while he vowed, impiouſſy 
vowed that I ſhould never wed St. Clair, he 
proceeded to freedoms, which, awakening 


with frenzy I broke from him, and ruſned 


from his then dereſted Preſence, | 
. 1 Val 19 11 


— 


Ed In the anti- chamber 1 met t 1e Signor 
Starting at my agitated appearance, ſhe ca- 
ge V. inquired for. Martini: J was 1 to 
MR but ſighed convulliyely, ſunk. in n 
ot at ber feet: On my 8 8 1: 0 


ſelf reclined. on a | fofa, wi 


bl 


ber Her 
| watchin 


$5 


5 a6 1b 


| heart was agonized by varied torture, 4 


every dormant paſſion gratitude had Julled, 


A 
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watching me on one ſide, and St. Clair, with 
the moſt tender arguiſh in his expreſſive 
countenance, hanging over me on the other. 
My benefactreſs embracing me with ſoothing 
kindneſs, aſked what had cauſed fo ſudden 
an illneſs, and with a confuſion unnoticed by 
her, I replied, a faintneſs from the heat and 
cloſeneſs of the room, which ſhe beheving, 
left me with my lover, and retired to attend 
her ungrateful huſband. 


How acute my feelings muſt have been, 
| when even the cherub voice of my St . Clair 
could hardly ſooth them! My indiſpeßtion 1 
| had awakened all. his tenderneſs, and over- |} 
1 _ powering every reſolution, in the ſofteſt whiſ- 

pers he avowed his love, explained his rea- 
ſons for delay, and promiſed everlaſting con- 
; ſtancy, truth and adoration. 


_ . ** 
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DV Fur and delightful. were e my B 
1 Much I wiſhed, to repoſe my load of hidden 
{ anguiſh in his dear faithful boſom, and en- 
. treat his counſel; but no, . 9 nat expo: 43 
9 "ES | 2 FF : the 
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® 'the huſband of my cm "T0? but 
yielding to the innocent pleaſure which glow- 
ed in my breaſt, I modeſtly confeſſed my 
guiltleſs regard, and in mutual aſſurances we 


nora appeared. During the repaſt, ſne men- 
tioned the intended journey to Spa; Lord 
St. Clair fighed at the idea of ſeparation, 
hoped the ſpeedy recovery of the Signor 
would render it ſhort, and thinking repoſe 


hour than uſual. After his departure, Sig- 
nora renewed her careſſes, and ſaid, in my 
ſweet ſenſibility and attention and in the plea- 


herſelf; in the projected] journey, heaven had 
Tewarded her care, and proved her predelic- 
Fion in my favor happy. Good God! how 
ſevere was my conflict! Could I encourage 
the illicit, the avowed paſſion of my friend's 
| - Hdſband „by being the companion of their 


charming wiſe; all” the duties of a huſband, 


a - 


paſſed the happy hour until ſupper and Sig- 


neceſſary for me, withdrew at a more early 


ſure my ſociety. would afford Martini and 


b deur or was my honor fafe in the power of a 
man, who was forcerful of the merits of a 


+3 na and 
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hi 
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d 


not in ſome ungoverned hour of paſſion de- 


his weakneſs—wickednefs, be diſcovered, and 
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and what he owed to the friendleſs orphan of 
his care and bounty; he whom I had reve-. 
renced as a father, whom I had conſidered as 
a friend that would have ſhielded me from 
the approach of injury ; even he inſulted my 
ears, and offered indignity to my perſon; in 
his protection could I be ſecure? Might he. 


5 O 2 == 5 q . « * 1 n . N 
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vote me to deſtruction; or if not, might not 


* 
—— — — > 
cc 
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his eſtranged heart plunge his amiable wife 
in wretchedneſs and deſpair ? Too ſure 1 
therefore reſolved to rather endure the impu- 
tation of the moſt black ingratitude, than 
hazard either; and in a low faltering voice; wt 6 
informed my benefactreſs that I felt ſuch in- 
deſcribable reluctance to the idea of the jour- 
ney, and the preſentiment of ill ſo ſtrongly; _ 
impreſſed on my mind, that to all her other: 22 5 
kindneſſes I entreated ſhe would add that of, 
placing me in ſome friend's care, or even in 
ſervitude, till her return, * 4554 
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A momert ſhe gazed in painful aſtoniſh- 
ment, and, as if ſhe doubted her own ſenſes, 


deſired I would repeat my requeſt I obeyed; 


Poor Ethelinde!“ replied the, ſurveying 


me with looks more expreſſive of anguiſh than 


anger, (a tear ſtarted in her ſweet eye, ſhe 
wiped it away) „Poor Ethelinde ! though I 
may pity the weakneſs of frail erring nature, 
in a female breaſt, I fear your deſertion of 


_ thoſe who have ſo fondly loved you, in the 


hours of affliction, will poorly recommend 
you to the good St. Clair; may he not doubt 
your ſtability in ſacred duties, when the ties 
of gratitude and friendſhip are forgotten ?— 


But no more, I have done Ves, Ethelinde, 


I will board you until I return, and after I 


return, if that ſhould ever be; for fad reflec- 


tion would ariſe, with bitterneſs ariſe, and 


wrung as is my heart, it could not bear to 


4 


* on the _ loved Ethelinde!” 


* 


Let the OE of feribiliry. conceive my 
agony in that trying moment. I gaped to 


* and almoſt had the bitter W : 
My 
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my trembling lips, when reflection dawned, 
and I could not reſolve to inflict more than 
the pangs ſhe felt for my ſuppoſed ingrati- 

| tude, on her kindly generous heart; I con- 
| quered — remained filent — but the effort 
proved too much for my enfeebled ſpirits, 


por, as ſhe aroſe to leave me, ſhrieking wildly 
, I threw my arms around her, reaſon ſhook 
f upon her throne, my boſom burned, and in 
- a few minutes a raging fever turned my 
1 brain to the dreadful abode of wild diſtrac- 
* _ 
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ny Menn days elapſed and ſtill no hopes 
o | of my lite could be encouraged; mean- 
ed | time all che tende rneſs of my e 
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revived, my danger obliterated all but the 


remembrance of my duty and affection, and 


again ſhe became my friend and mother, ſhe 


watched my ſuffering hours, and, with my 


St. Clair, wearied heaven with prayers for 
the life of Ethelipde; it was then the ſince- 


rity of his regard appeared, then when the 


luſtre of my eyes were funk in heavy gloom, 
the glow of my cheek ſucceeded by an aſhy 
paleneſs, and all allurement of the ſenſes fled, 
then the pure nature of his love ſhone forth, 
and proved it founded on a better principle 


than fleeting, fading advantages, for in that 


condition I was dearer, more intereſting to his 
fond boſom, than when blooming in all the 
vivacity of happineſs and hope. 


At length my reaſon was reſtored, and re- 
urning health ſeemed to amply repay them 
for ali their care and anguiſh, During my 
illne ſs the incliſpoſition of the Signor had in- 


cxcaled,, for conſcious, I ſuppoſe, of having 


gccaſioned mine, to it was added that tor- 
tue St an accuſing ſpirit. When 


E ol . 
; 
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able to walk, at the requeſt of my benefac- 
treſs I attended her to his apartment; he ex- 
preſſed joy at my recovery, but methought 


his eyes gleamed with ſavage triumph, that 


again I was within his power, and might be- 
come his victim, which made his profeſſions 
of regard ſound in my ears like the falſe ſy- 
ren's voice, that lures the liſtener to deſtruc- 
tion. 


The journey to Spa had never once been 
mentioned in my preſence ſince my - illneſs, 
but I ſoon perceived preparations making for | 
it, and trembled for the conflict I had fall: to 
endure. a 942315 Tr 


11 


a »:J6q4 brad 

One morning ; that the Saal had * 
the carriage at an earlier hour than uſual, ſne 
deſired I would fit in the Signor's apartment 


as folitude only gave indulgence to his de- 


preſſion: I bowed aſſent, though ſecretiy re- 


ſolved not to obey until Lord St. Clair paid 


his accuſtomed viſit of the morning, and ac- 


companied me to his chamber; ſhe had, wa 
a3 -: however, 
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however, been gone but a ſhort time, when 
a fervant informed me the Signor deſired my 
attendance ; pleading a violent head-ach, I 
returned my duty, and was ſorry indiſpoſition 
confined me to my room. I acted thus reſo- 
lutely, judging he ſcarcely had effrontery to 
make any complaint to his wife, and had 
yielded to a painful train of ideas, when my 
door opened, and, pale and trembling, Mar- 
tini ſtood before me. I ſtarted at his appear- 
ance, but concealing the terror he occaſioned, 
with aſſumed compoſure I cooly congratu- 
hted him on being able to leave his room: 
His every feature ſeemed. diſtorted by inter- 
nal emotion, his heavy eyes gleamed with 
_ - horrid paſſions, and wrh difficulty could his 
tottering limbs fupport his enfeebled frame. 


nn Various were the ſenſations with which he 


inſpired me, but they were all quickly ab- 
ſorbed in thofe of deteſtation and conter.pt, 
when he repeated, and with hope, his crimi- 


nal propenſity, 
= ERepreſſing 
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Repreſſing my indignation, I remonſtrated 
with -him on the enormity of his purſuit, and 
entreated he would be directed by the native 
honor of his heart, which, though obſcured 
for a time by the illuſions of deſtructive paſ- 
ſion, if he hſtened and obeyed its mild per- 
ſuaſive dictates, and the voice of reaſon, he 
would ſoon feel a ſweeter reward in the con- 
ſcious approbation of an unſullied mind, than 
in all the guilty pleaſure the poſſeſſion of his 
wiſhes could obtain, and with this ſuperior 
advantage, that the ſatisfaction reſulting from 
the one would be bright and laſting, that ß 
the other momentary, and attended by never | 
ceaſing remorſe and anguiſh; anguiſh for 
having betrayed a forſaken orphan, who re- 
vered him as a father, and remorſe for de- 
ceiving a charming wife, who held him far 
dearer than exiſtence, and eſteemed his hears Þ} 
a richer treaſure than the wealth of worlds. 


By well diſſembled hypocriſy for a mo- 
ment he deluded me with the idea that my 
HEY had awakened long flumbering 

I 4 honor ; 5 A 
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honor in his boſom ; but ſoon the ſerpent ap- 
peared through the flimſey veil of diſſimu- 
lation, when he perſevered in requeſting that 
I ſhould be the companion of their journey, 
for had he been ſincere, he would rather 
have approved a meaſure, that in removing 
the object of his criminal wiſhes from his 
view, gave him opportunity for reflection and 
perſeverance 1n good reſolutions, 


ce du ppb Weed I, to his re- 
iterated requeſt, that after having endured 
the heart - rending yet mild reproach of your 
amiable wife, ſuſtained the imputation of baſe 
ing ratitude, and reſolved to relinquiſh the 
endearing preſence of my beloved benefac- 
treſs, that your perſuaſions can avail? For- 
bear, Signor, the futile effort proves you 
weak as wicked; yet think not my ſteady 
_ Supoſe indicates a fear of your power, or a 
doubt of my own—no, I am ſecure in virtue, 
firm in honour, and have a guardian vigilant 
and kind, to ſhield me from every evil; it is the 
peace, the comfort of my friend and mother 
2009: 11 that 


— 


2 


1 


to relinquiſh but with being. Be convinced 


horrid purpoſe, and he drew a knife from his 
pocket: Agonized, I gazed, gaſped, and hea- 


perior to my own, ſeized his arm, raiſed for 


fatal weapon; upon that he fled, half frantic, 


leſt they ſhould produce inquiry, I quickly 


medicine cloſet for a ſtyptic, when in paſſing 
3 A dreſſing- room which, ſeparated, my 
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that I would preſerve, preſerve at any price 
leſs dear than that one treaſure ſhe taught me 


then, Sir,” added I riſing to retire, Cs hat. 1 
am determined.” 2 X 14459 


« And ſo am I,” interrupted he, detaining 
me, while his countenance expreſſed each 


ven inſpired with ſtrength and reſolution ſu- 
ſelf deſtruction, and wreſted from him the 


cloſed his. door with violence, and left i. 
ſtruggling with extremity of anguiſh. $2 

In the conteſt for the knife I 14 ach 
wounded my hand, and being unwilling that 


either the blood or wound ſhould be keen, 


changed my drefs, and haſtened to Signora's 


BS 


1 15 apartment 
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apartment from it, I beheld, ſeated in a diſ- 
conſolate poſture, my dear unhappy bene- 
factreſs; unhappy, indeed, even to a degree 
of torture; for, diſpatching her buſineſs, ſhe 


had returned almoſt immediately, and aſto- 


niſhed at finding her huſband's apartment 
empty, ſhe was haſtening to mine, when 
hearing me ſpeak with unuſual energy, a mo- 
ment ſhe ſtopped in the dreſſing- room. The 
- thunderbolt had leſs appalled her innocent 
heart than the words which fell from my lips. 
Trembling ſhe ſunk in a chair; inſenſibility 
had been a bleſſing but it was denied, and in 
a manner fatal to her peace the myſtery. of 
my conduct was unfolded by the perfect diſ- 


wh — covery-of- her huſband” 8 perfidy and intended 
1 © : 


Her favct countenance appeared mild, 


| pale, and dejected, hut on my entrance it 


\ fluſhed with the deepeſt crimſon, and aſ- 
ſumed a faint ray of pleaſure ; when I ap- 
proached ſhe opened her arms, and preſſing 


me to her — * exclaimed; my 
2 es 
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loved, my wronged, my generous Ethelinde! 
that to ſpare my breaſt a pang of ſorrow, and 
conceal the baſeneſs of a greatly erring huſ- 
band, could meekly, filently endure the bit- 
terneſs of undeſerved reproach. ; yet I won- 
der not, too lovely girl, that feminine per- 
fection ſnouid attract a heart ſuſceptible as 
Martin's; no—I but regret he would at- 
tempt to dim the brightneſs of that purity | 


and worth it ſhould have been his pride and 


pleaſure to protect and reverence: I am a 
woman, Ethelinde, and have my ſex's ſoft- 
neſſes and weakneſs, and feel a proud and 
poignant ſorrow that I no more can charms a 
huſband's heart. . 91 


Here emotion fope the power of n : 
utterance, and while I was attempting to- 
ſooth her to a ſtate of ſome compoſure, Lord. 
St. Clair was announced; alarmed at our 
mutual diſtreſs, for my tears were mingling 


with her's, he anxiouſly entreated to be made | 


a ſharer of our affliftion, when to my uni 


icrable ſurpriſe and confuſion. ſhe relatedp- + | 


16 wth 


180 . THE RUINS. OF 


with a calm firm voice, all ſhe had: heard, 
feelingly pourtrayed all I muſt have ſuffered, 
and concluded, ſaying, his Lordſhip would 
be more | enviable, and more bleſt in the 
poſſeſſion of a woman adorned with fo heroic 
noble, and generous a nature, than if endowed 
with thoſe; ſplendid privileges, ſo valued by 
the ill leine — * 


| How . VEN ati the ten- 
der exulting praiſes of my lover! How wel- 
come his approbation of my conduct! - Bleft 
and enviable indeed,” continued he, gazing 
enraptured, how ſecure in the ennobled 
principles of ſuch a bride! How ſerene in 
the reflection of having entruſted my honor 
and happineſs to the dear care of ſuch a wo- 
man! No fear, no doubt, can ever difturb 
me, for I approved before I loved, and took 
diſcerning reaſon for my guide, and. while. all 
the ſofter paſſions triumph in my breaſt, how 
ſecure I reſt in the conviction that her ſanc- 


r nty: of truth, delicacy of ſentiment, and purity 
64 of honor, will: flouriſh . ſnine with undi- 


1 * 2 . miniſned 
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miniſhed luſtre, when the brilliancy of thoſe 
now. blooming charms which firſt attracted 
my admiring eye, ſhall fade with the lapſe of 
time, and be almoſt forgotten; {till then, my 
lovely Ethelinde, ſhall chaſte eſteem, tender 
friendſhip, and endearing confidence, be our 
own, cheer the evening of our days on earth, 
and lead us in a clear unerring path to hea- 
ven hereafter,” 


How delightful had theſe ſoft effuſions 


been to my grateful heart, but that I knew 


them purchaſed by the bleeding peace of my 
revered- maternal friend; yet the: dear ſuf- 
ferer ſeemed gratified in our triumphant hap- 
pineſs, and preſſing our plighted hands with 
ſervour to her boſom, prayed Almighty God 
to guard and bleſs us with eternal care and 1 
favour. | 


It was then agreed among us, chat no no- I 
tice ſhould be taken to the Signor of bis at 
tempts, or the diſcovery of them, but that 
r 3 as ſoon as poſſible ſet out on their 


cr Journey, 
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journey, and I be committed to the care of 
fome confidential friend until their return. 
Lord St. Clair then took a tender leave, 
and promiſed to attend us in the evening, 


Now, my child,” faid Signora, after his 
departure, now that all painful reſtraint is 
baniſhed, between us, I will diſcloſe my fu- 

ture purpoſe reſpecting Martini, and. hope 

Wy you will approve it. Though his heart, faſ- 
einated by the power of beauty, has wandered 
far from rectitude and me, I truſt it is not 
s altogether loſt, but may be yet encouraged. 
| back to its forfiken home; the charms I 
mean to uſe ſhall be to wear my Ethelinde's. 
winning manner, adopt her ſentiments, and 
: lire her ſweetneſs,” My more than 
mother ceaſe,” interrupted I, deeply affected 
by her meekneſs and humility, my more 
than mother, what hath my life been but a 
por imperfect imitationoof your worth and 
me Well,“ returned ſhe haſtily, 
und you are not the firſt pupil who has 


rt the teacher, nor can 1 have a 
1 
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brighter ſweeter triumph than the contem- 
plation of my Ethelinde's excellence.” 


Here our converſation ending, we repaired |} 
to the dining parlour, and felt ſome degree | 
of embarraſſment on ſeeing the Signor ſeated 
there, but my friend ſoon recovered her- 
ſelf, and with a kind falute thanked him 
for the pleaſing and unexpected ſurpriſe of 
his preſence, He had now practiſed diſſi- 
mulation, and with an air perfectly unabaſh- } 
ed, received her endearments as if he had 
deſerved. them. _ 


When he d me with ſuch cranſporss 
of fury in the morning, I ſuppoſe the ſervants | 
tad infbemed!; hin offiie- with s return, and 
fearing detection (for guilt and cowardice | 
are inſeparable companions) he feared her 
knowing he had quitted his apartment during | 
her abſence, might create a degree of ſuſpi⸗ 
cion even in her generous breaſt; he there- 
fore ſuppreſſed his paſſions, and ſtruggling A 
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appearance, when her accuſtomed ſweetneſs 
of manner calmed every apprehenſion, 


CHAP. XIII 


HIS day, fo fatal to the peace of my 
dear Signora, was paſt by me in a 

ſtate of more ſerenity than I had felt for many 

preceding weeks, and after the coffee was 

removed, leaving the Signor and his lady to 

arrange the plan of their expedition, I with- 

drew to the drawing-room, to await the pro- 
| wiſed viſit we Lord St. Clair. 


Joh 6 had fat but a few minutes when a loud 


ap announced a viſitor, thinking it him 1 
went 


with his indiſpoſition and terrors, waited her 
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went to the door, when to my diſappoint- 
ment I beheld Mr. Bothwel. After a kind 
inquiry for my health, for I had not ſeen him 
a conſiderable time, he preſented a letter from 
St. Clair; much alarmed I uncloſed it: He 
rezretted that at ſuch a period he was under 
the painful neceſſity of leaving town, an only 
and much beloved ſiſter being dangerouſly. 
ill and deſirous of his preſence ; that he 
would return the firſt moment in his power, 
and requeſted through the means of his friend 
Mr. Bothwel, I would inform him where I 
was ſituate after-the Signora's departure ; he 
alſo aſſured me, the moments would be fad 
and heavy during our ſeparation, : but truſted 
a confidence in the love and conſtancy of 
each other would be the mutual E 
until a happy meeting. 8 
\ Spite af every effort to reflrain them the 
tears guſhed in torrents from my eyes, and 
I preſaged I know not what of evil in this 
unexpected ſeparation. The lips of Bothwel 
offered conſolation, but methought his looks 
Eweio expreſſed 
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expreſſed a malignant pleaſure, and to avoid 


his preſence, for indeed I could not fubdue 
my ſtrong prejudice, I retired to anſwer the 
letter of my lover. On my return I found 
the Signora with Mr. - Bothwel, and ere he 
took his leave, they gave him a bullet for 
Lord St, Clair, acquainting him with my fu- 
ture reſidence and protectreſs, and offering 
every fervent prayer for his td and 
happineſs, 


How dreary now appeared my lingering 
hours! No longer could J hear the enchant- 
ing voice of faithful love, no longer liſten to 
the improving ſounds of kind inſtruction, nor 
. behold the endearing preſence of St. Clair; 
to me all had aſſumed the hue of ſadneſs, and 
in my ſelfiſh ſorrow even the ſufferings of 
my benefactreſs were forgotten until the hour 
boðf her departure, when what J felt was ſurely 


4x9 re g like the pang of parting nature, 


Aſter a reſpectſal farewell of N in 


= 8 2a of his wife, a compliment he re- 
| ceived 


Wy 
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ceived with hauteur, and a with that I might 
meet a better friend than he had proved, my 
benefactreſs conducted me to the houſe of 
Mrs. Netfon, a widow lady, of good charac- 
ter and fortune, whom ſhe had known for 


ſeveral years, aud who profeſſing much re- 


gard and admiration of me, and alſo'entreat- 
ing the favor of my company when ſhe heard 
] was not to go, ſhe deemed her a very eli- 
gible protectreſs: To her then ſhe recom- 
mended me in the moſt folemn and affecting 
manner: Guard her,” cried ſhe with ener- 
oy, guard her youth, her innocence, and 
beauty, from the approach of danger ; re- 
member, my friend, I ſhall, heaven will de- 


mand her in fafety from your hands, ſhield 


her then with the kindeft care; you will find 
her a treaſure whoſe merit and 2 * 
amply reward you.” 


1 


But let me not recall her modi look, 


her plaintive voice, when impreſſing on my 


cold trembling lips her laſt ſalute, ſtill, ſtill 


the fad, I fear the final farewell, vibrates on - 


my 
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my.ear, and awakens all my ſorrow, as if it 
were a few ſhort hours ago: Her loved re- 
ſemblance, a letter of inſtruction, and a note 
cf value, in wringing my hands ſhe left with 
me, knelt and prayed with fervor for my 


ſafety, when exhauſted and overpowered by 


painful and various emotions, Mrs. Nelſon 
attended her to the carriage. | 


Many days after her departure were de- 
voted to grief and melancholy, and, immured 
in my own chamber, ſhunned the gay circle 
which perpetually crowded the manſion of 


Mrs. Nelſon, until, with an air of kindneſs, 
S ihe proteſted I ſhould no longer confine my- 


ſelf, but be introduced to her friends. I had 
* that within which paſſeth ſhew,” and needed 
not to aſſume the ſemblence of forrow, but to 
avoid imputed affectation, I acceded to her 
wiſkes, and attended her next public n. 


100m. 
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Mis. Nelſon very early in life had been 


left a widow, with no family, and to one of 


Vc 8 her 
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her expenſive turn, but a ſlenderjointure ; bred 
with a taſte for gaiety and expence, and long 
accuſtomed to faſhionable, nay diſſipated 
pleaſures, ſhe deemed retirement among the 
oreateſt of human evils, and being a woman 
of admirable addreſs, inſinuating manners, 
and a perfect adept in the art of diſſimulation, 
without pc::efſing, one real virtue ſhe wore 
the appearance of many, and ſupported a fair 
reputation, not from a love of rectitude, but 
becauſe it better promoted her plans upon 
the unſuſpecting: No wonder then that ſo 
fair, ſo ſpecious an appearance, impoſed on 
the open innocent nature of my benefactreſs; 
for, alas! we find the generous and undeſign- 
ing are the eaſieſt victims of art and vice. 


The company at Mrs. Nelſon's were fa- 


ſhionable, and to uſe the modern phraſe, 
© people whom every body knew. Her 
petits ſoupers elegant, and her card tables 
brilliant and well attended, and I ſoon diſco- 


vered that ſhe derived conſiderable advan- 
tages from every fort aue, either gained 
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loft at the fhrine of the fickle goddeſs, tho 
ſeldom or never a party herſelf. Within her 
gates the mornings were waſted in ennui, or 
pallid langour, from the fatigues of the pre- 
ceding evening ; the nights ſpent in ſcenes 
of extravagance, polite riot, and faſhionable 
ruin. Oh! how unlike the happy ſerenity 
of my former days, when every word from 
the ſoft lips of my loved monitreſs directed 
ſome young idea, mended ſome error, or 
blending inſtruction with amuſement, che- 
riſhed the feeds of goodneſs in my glowing 


ſing taſk, and made my home a heaven; how 
ſad the contraſt! my ſoul ſickened at the 
view, and turned diſguſted from it; yet I 
ſuppreſt my feelings, and, that I might not 
offend, ſometimes went into public and at- 
tended Mrs. . s routs. 


Almoſt conſtantly among the gay viſitors 
| who fluttered in this maze of folly, was a Sir 
VNilliam Brandon, a man of immenſe wealth, 
i gu: aded pleaſure, and vaſt profuſion; a 
6 free 


breaſt, when my St. Clair united in the plea- 
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Free thinker to the utmoſt extent of the 
words, a perfect Machiavel in intrigue, and, 
to ſum up his character, an unprincipled li- 
bertine profeſſed; his large command of mo- 
ney gave him but too much power to pro- 
mote his purpoſes, and indulge his profligate 


paſſions, and, to the ſorrow of many an un- 


ſuſpecting heart, he had been often but too 


ſucceſsful in his baſe purſuits. Such was the 
man who ſoon avowed a preference for me : 
I treated him with all the cold indifference I 
felt, until his inſolence of addreſs and free- 


dom of manner rouſed the conſequence of 


virtue, when I gently hinted his conduct to 
Mrs. Nelſon, who to my aſtoniſhment and 


diſguſt laughing replied, that I was a ſimple- 


ton not to encourage the paſſion of a fine 


fello w with a handſome fortune, that he cer- 


tainly admired me, and would be liberal. 


Loſt as I long had known Mrs. Nelſon's 
heart to every ſentiment of true feminine 
delicacy, I ſuppoſed her not totally depraved 


in principle, or that ſhe would be the abetto 
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of indiſcretion and vice beneath her own roof. 
I therefore calmly ſaid, that I muſt be un- 
orateful, for that Sir William was an object 


* . . 
of the extremeit contempt in my 1dea, and 


begged ſhe would counſel him to offer his 
devoirs to ſome one more ſenſible of the ho- 
nor. A Mr. O'Conor was almoſt the inſe* 


parable companion of this Baronet, and but 


for that circumſtance I ſhould have thought 
him amiable as he was agreeable ; many good 
raits ſhone through the dark ſhade faſhion- 
able levities had caſt over his character, and 
he ſeemed to purſue diſſipation more to pleaſe 
the humour of his friend, than to gratify any 
_ inclination in himſelf: Sometimes he would 
rally me on my conqueſt of Sir William, at 


others congratulate me, but oftener than ei- 
cher, aſſume a ſerious air, ſigh and gaze in 
= filence, and practiſe every little art demon- 


ſtrative of concealed paſſion ; but totally en- 
gaged with ideas far more dear and intereſt- 
ing, the rude freedom of the one, and inſidu- 
ous glances of the other, were equally diſre- 


Not 
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Not having ſeen Mr. Bothwell for ſeveral 
days, I began to be rather alarmed, when a 
letter from him informed me he had Joined 
Lord St. Clair, at Arundel Abbey, by the 


defire of the Counteſs his mother ; this letter | 
incloſed me one from his Lordſhip, filled with |} 
the tendereſt aſſurances of love and eternal * 
conſtancy, but as he had ſome reaſon to ſup- 1 
poſe his mother had diſcovered our attach- 4 8 


ment, requeſted that I would not write unti! 
he could deviſe a method to correſpond with Fi 


T his diſtreſſing information reached me at 1 


a time when the bold importunity of Sir Wil- 


liam had determined me, notwithſtanding the 4 
apparent indelicacy of caſting myſelf entirely , IF 
on Lord St. Clair's protection, to acquaint him 1 i; 
with the hidden character of Mrs. Nelſon, | 1 it 
and the vicious principles of her viſitor, and Ml 
alſo obliquely hint that I was ſubject to indig- . 
nities from her libertine friends: To add to if 
the dangers and perplexity of my very pain- KB 1 
ful and n condition, a faithful do- Wi 
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meſtic, left by my dear Signora to attend 


me, without aſſigning any cauſe for ſuch a 


ſtep, ſuddenly difappeared; I certainly re- 
greted his deſertion at ſuch a period, and in 


ſuch circumſtances, for having been long the 
confidential ſervant of my friend, and the at- 


tendant of my early years in all my little 


excurſions, I conſidered him as an humble - 
protector, who with his feeble power would 


both direct and defend me to the utmoſt, if 


driven to extremity, and I felt as if deprived 


of a ſupport 2 he forſook me. 


MeancineStf William was become © in- 
ſupportably daring, that in plain yet reſpect- 
ful terms I told wo: Nelſon that her own 


honor and character demanded that ſhe 
ſhould prohibit his viſits, as the indignity be- 


ing offered to one under her protection was 


an inſult to herſelf With a diſdainful air 5 
the replied, that ſhe could not decide whe - 


ther my inſufferable vanity excited moſt 


* or contempt; but deſired I might 


n more / 5M ner a ae ariſing 


fr, 
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from affectation and 
moſt ridiculous opini 

figure, which ſhe aſſuredſhe was by no means 
ſo irreſiſtible as I imagined ; but if an unac- 
countable fancy-really poſſeſſed Sir William, 
ſhe could not help ſaying, a creature un- 
friended, unknown, and indeed without even 
*a name, was highly honored by any propoſal 
a man of his conſequence could offer; ſhe 
1 Cencluded with a ſarcaſtic ſmile, that if her 
* houſe was too gay for my very refined no- 


dery, or elſe to a 


tions, ſhe begged leave to inform me her 


porter ſhould receive orders to open the 
- gates. 


n I felt not indignation, the woman was fal- 

c len beneath reſentment, but at one glance of 

8 my forlorn and helpleſs condition my hum 
is bled ſpirit trembled within me, and for a tige 

ir every reaſoning faculty was ſuſpended ; tells _. 
bh however, 1n a ſhort time, relieved the fwell-. 1 
{ ing tide of anguiſh, and gave me compoſure | 


E to reflect, when I was mterrupted by the ap- 


K 2 lantry 


f my own pretty 
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lantry he reproved my abſence from the P* 
Opera, and declaring he had quitted both the ſh; 
charms of muſic and of Mrs. Nelſon to paſs a. 
an hour alone with me, with inſulting free- Et 
dom threw himſelf on the ſofa, and demanded Pe 
a falute for his reward: That I haughtily If 
repulſed, but his effrontery being matchleſs, he 
he ſeized my reluctant hands, and obliged Fm 
me to liſten to a repetition of his deteſted - _—_ 
paſſion ; with difficulty I repreſſed the pride Sre 
of inſulted honor and oppreſſed innocence, 85 
and affecting an ignorance of his real mean- ll 
ing, I beſeeched his generoſity would ſpare * 
me in future, as my hand was ſolemnly plight- ; 
ed to one whom both ſentiment and princi- * 
ple attached me, and whoſe unbounded con- = 
dence I conſidered injured, by having re- me 
ä | il endured the profeſſions of his regard. oh 
8 . Evel 
* By all the hoſt of angels like yourſelf, 5 3 
- FF the contemptible wretch, © you de- * 
- light me, now we meet almoſt on equal Eng 


terms, for ] am what ſententious black robed | 2 
locuſts call betrothed; then let us give the 
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preſent hours to joy and pleaſure, for never 
ſhall the galling chain of any inſtitution bind 
a heart that beats for love, for liberty, and 
Ethelinde. From prayers, tears, inſolent 
perſuaſions, and attempted careſſes, at which 
I ſhuddered more than if a baſihſk had ſtung, 

he proceeded with brutal inſult to groſſer 


rudeneſs, but the power of virtue armed me, 15 
and twice I had eſcaped from his loathed Mi 


graſp, when Mr. O'Connor entered ſtagger- . | 
ing, as I ſuppoſed from the effects of wine, 
humanity induces me charitably to hope ſo, 15 
for ſure colluſion never yet was ſo infernal. g 

As he approached the ſpot where I lay, gaſp- 9 | 


ing like the helpleſs lamb beneath the mur- ll 


dering knife, I raifed a pitying look—alas ! 
no mild compaſſion triumphed there, it was 
unregarded ; and Sir William, with his eyes 14 
glaring with fierce ungoverned paſſion, and - i 
every hows inflamed with wild impati -— #) 
cried in incoherent ſentences, © Help # * 1 
my friend, O'Connor help me to ſubdue the HE 
Vixen beauty, to warm her frozen chaſtity, - 2 ; 5 
to humble her proud virtue, and bring Wi 
K 3 kneeling 5 
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kneeling for my favor, then command me 
everlaſtingly.“ 


The ſavage wretch proceeded to aſſiſt the 
horrid purpoſe ; I ſtruggled, ſhrieked : Oh ! 
heaven, thy angels were in waiting, and tho' 
unſeen, preſerved my innocence in that black 
moment from the power of ruthleſs demons : 
I was nearly their victim and undone, for the 
laſt faint cry was dying on my quivering lips 
when a voice (how bleſſed to my ear!) made 
my perſecutor ſtart; Sir William liſtened, it 
drew nearer, and a foot aſcending the ſtair, 
he ruſhed with wildneſs into an. adjoining 
room, and quitted the houſe ; O'Connor had 
not time to eſcape, the door burſt open, and 


to my tranſported view appeared my loved 
St. Clair. 


räßptur „ when reclined on his dear honeſt 
Den: He ſoothed my ſoul to peace and 
ſoſt compoſure! Loſt in the innocent luxury 


18 © mutual endearments, all was nearly for- 
- gotten 


1 How ſweet, how pure, how tender, was my 


ha A. 


. 


AVONDALE PRIORY, 199 


gotten till O'Connor, who continued ſpeech- 


le and immoveable, recalled our recollec- 


tion, 


With a calm commanding dignity St. Clair 


deſired his name, and an explanation of the 


ſcence he had beheld, How mean, how pi- 


tiable is the guilty wretch, like the poor cri- 


minal condemned, trembling he ſtood unable 
to reply; at length convulſive ſobs burſt from 


his labouring breaſt, tears guſhed from his 


eyes, and bending his face to the earth, he 
replied, * Aſk me not what Tam, pjunge 
your dagger here—I am a wretch beneata 
your pity, more beneath your anger, driven 
by injury, by ſharp calamity, I am fron: ho- 
neſt pride and honor fallen to be a vlan, 
and deſerve the death I crave, as the beſt 
gift the world can give me, then the 1 inno- 
cent — | 


83 


Here his voice faltered, he ceaſed, and my 
ü . . . . = = St 
Generous St. Clair viewed him as an object 


19» 


of commiſeration. Poor unhappy man! 


K 4 „ Ja 


1 3 
+. 
$5 
A 
4 
4 
* 
14 
— 


r 8 


LI 


8 ee 
„ 


200 THE RUINS or 

fad he, raiſing him up, © whatever are your 
crimes, or was your intended guilt, your pre- 
ſent ſtate of conſcience viſits you with bit- 
ter retribution ; be ſafe for me, no erring ſoul 
ſhall I precipitate into a dread eternity: En- 
courage your remorſe, and peace attend you, 
but never provoke me by your preſence.” 
O'Connor bowed, unable to reply, and co- 


vered with a confuſion which indicated his 


heart not entirely depraved, quitted the room. 


CHAP. XIV. 


HEN our own pleaſurable ſenſations 
on meeting had ſomewhat ſubſided, 


| B 1 we had reaſoned ourſelves into ſome de- 


gree of compoſure, my trunks were placed 


on the. coach which brought Lord St. Clair, 


and 


an 
{o! 
fat 


10 
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and without waiting to reproach Mrs. Nel- 
ſon for her baſe conduct, I caſt my future 
fate on the protection of my lover; no anx- 
ious, no uneaſy thought diſturbed me, I knew 
that truth, honor, and affection, guided every 
action, and that my happineſs and ſafety were 
his deareſt conſiderations. 


During our ride he told me, that he re- 


ſolved I ſhould never more be expoſed to 


the dangers and inſults I had ſuffered, as we 
were on our way to the houſe of his tutor, 
whom he had prepared to expect us, and 
truſted he ſhould be able to perſvade him to 
| unite our fate for ever, but if he could not, 
his intention was to proceed inſtantly to the 
borders, and receive thæmuptial bencdiction. 
I gently diſſuaded, —but why conceal it? — 
The innocent pleaſure J felt rendered my re- 


monſtrance languid indeed: I had no pareg 
no friend to conſult, I was helplefs and alone 


upon the earth, and much J wanted ſome 
kindly boſom intereſted in me, to repoſe and 
ſhelter my unguarded youth; weak then muſt 
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have been my refuſal of the bevel being 
who offered me the dear diſtinctions of his 
name and care. 


This important point agreed, we converſed 
of Mrs. Nelſon and her viſitors, and finding 
him entirely ignorant of Sir William's inſo- 
lence, ſuffered him to remain ſo; for though 
the humility, contrition, and apparent diſ- 

treſs, of Mr. O'Connor had difarmed reſent- 
ment, and filled his generous heart with pity, 
I feared the premeditated baſeneſs of Sir 
William, as it deſerved not equa] forbear- 
- ance, would not meet the ſame lenity, and 
the exiſtence of St. Clair was too precious to 
be hazarded in the puniſhment of a wretch 
beneath his contempt. 


- Mr. Bothwell had told him in general 
that I was ſurrounded with admirers, 
bas hat he ſaid, created neither wonder nor 
© anxiety, as he was too well aſſured of my ſin- 
cerity and attachment, to entertain the re- 
moteſt doubt. His happy and unexpected 


> arrival 


* 
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arrival at Mrs. Nelſon's had been occaſioned 
by the affectionate zeal of the faithful domeſ- 
tic, whoſe myſterious departure I ſo much 
regretted ; he. had overheard a converſation 
between Mrs. Nelſon and ſome of her diſſo- 
lute viſitors, when a plan was arranged to 
carry me off, the more ſecretly to effect their 
own vile purpoſes and my deſtruction; ſome 
days had ſtill to elapſe, and the faithful crea= I 
ture, without alarming me, haſtened to Lord 
St. Clair with the information of my danger, I 
and he arrived in a happy hour to ſave me. 
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Theſe topics, and a thouſand nameleſs ten- 
derneſſes, only known and felt by the mind 
of ſenſibility, beguiled the hours of langour, 
and made us think little of the fatigue of tra- 
veling, and towards the cloſe of next evening 
we arrived at the parſonage of Mr. Menville, 


high dignatary in the church, and had been | a 
educated on the foundation of a celebrated 1 5 
ſchool, where his acquaintance commenced? * 

K 6 : with . j 
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with Lord St. Clair; they were early attached 
from a ſimilarity of ſentiments, and the vir- 
tues approved by one were ſure to create a 
laudable emulation in the other; Mr. Men- 
ville being many years older than his Lord- 
ſhip kindly, voluntarily, not only took upon 
himſelf the direction of his ſtudies, but be- 
came the zealous friend and careful monitor. 
Theſe ſervices, rendered in a manner which 
at once commanded reverence and ſecured 
eſteem, ſo powerfully engaged all the gene · 
rous paſſions of his young pupil, that when 


treated he would appoint Mr. Menville his 
tutor; when the Earl, highly grateful, and 
ſenſible of the many advantages his ſon had 
attained, and would ſtill derive under his di- 
rection, not only acceded to this propoſal, 
but with a liberal allowance made him his 
comp. nion in the tour of Europe, and Pro- 
1 miſed him his future patronage in the church. 


worthy tutor, that great and truly reſpectable. 


his father removed him to college, he en- 


Unfortunately for my St. Clair and his 


novlemat 


In 
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nobleman paid the debt of nature during their 
abſence; and ſuch was the power the Coun- 
teſs had acquired over the heart and judg- 
ment of the Earl in his declining hours, that 
he conſtituted her the unlimited guardian of 
his ſon and daughter 'till the age of twenty- 
five, and even then to forfeit a large portion 
of their inheritance if they acted contrary to 


her pleaſure. 1 
| How fatal when the violent and ambitious 4 


are inveſted with arbitrary power! Lady St: wt 
Clair received her ſon, on his return, with | 

much apparent affection, promiſed his wiſhes 
every reaſonable indulgence, and, with a 
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| 1 
haughty condeſcenſion, thanked Mr. Men- 4 
ville for his care, and added, ſhe would take IE 
an opportunity to reward it; but his noble , 


independent ſpirit ill ſupporting her proud 
imperious manner, he accepted a curacy, and 
without one murmur at the obſcurity of his 9 
condition and proſpects, by the exertions oß 
his pen, and little income ſupported himſelf 

and an infirm ſiſter with decent neatneſs. : 5% 
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At the period we vilited his quiet retire- 
ment. he was 1n the pride of life ; his figure 
genteel, his countenance intereſting, and his 
manners, though grave, perfectly agreeable 
and improving; he poſſeſſed a dignity of ſen- 
timent, benevolence of heart, and ſweetneſs 
of temper, which, while they inſpired reve- 
rence alſo ſecured a cheerful confidence, and 
engaged the warmeſt eſteem : He welcomed 
Lord St. Clair with all the tenderneſs of a fa- 
ther, and all the eaſy freedom of an attached 
friend; me he received with a kind polite- 
neſs, viewed me with a mild yet penetrating 
eye, and when, at St. Clair's requeſt, I related 
the incidents of my life, with no other embel- - 
liſhment than ſimple truth, a pitying tear be- 
dewed his manly cheek, and preſſing my un- 
reſiſting hand, turned from me with a painful 
emotion. glee 


Long he uſed every argument reaſon and 
wiſdom could ſuggeſt to diſſuade my lover 
from his intended union until of age, when, if 
he diſregarded the wealth in his mother's 
7% power 
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power, he might, conformable to the wile 
laws of his country, make his own election 
without dread of reprehenſion, or the conſe- 
quences of diſcovery; but, unmoved as is 
the mountain's baſe he remained, and firmly 
adhering to his purpoſe, liſtened to the 
good man's remonſtrances with impatience, 
and replied with an aſperity never before 
known in his gentle generous nature. At 
length he cloſed the debate, ſaying, the 
wealth of an empire ſhould never be put in 
competition with the ſafety and honor of 
Ethelinde, that he would no more urge a 
point that might endanger the intereſt or in- 
jure the proſpects of Mr. Menville, his 
ſanction might certainly have that effect, and 
he would therefore inſtantly proceed to the 
borders, and bleſſed in the poſſeſſion of his 


love, calmly meet the utmoſt fury and ven- 


geance of an indignant diſappointed mother. 


The reſentment of an injured "7 for a 


but 5 ſoon reſumed his accuom ſerenity, 
and 
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and mildly replied, Lord St. Clair was little 


poſition, if he ſuppoſed one ſelfiſh fear or in- 
intereſted motive influenced his arguments, 
and ſince he was deaf to the voice of reaſon 
and friendly counſel, rather than expoſe him 
to the conſequence of certain and immediate 
diſcovery, he. conſented, on condition that 
impatience was reſtrained, and time allowed for 
the facred ceremony being performed in a 
legal manner, and that, if poſſible, it ſhould 
be concealed until Lady St. Clair's approba- 
tion could be obtained, or the age of twenty- 
WE five allowed him to avow it openly, without 
WE detriment to the fortune of his deſcendants. 


The ecſtacy of St. Clair was unbounded, 
| he acceded to his propoſitions, vowed ſe- 
| BE: crecy, and ruſhing into his arms called him 
| | | by every endearing appellation the tranſport 
of the moment could dictate ; he then fold- 
i ed me to his generous boſom, and ſaluting 
me as his ever deſtined adored Ethel e, 
hoped my gentle heart felt no uneaſy ſenſa- 
tion 
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acquainted with either his principles or diſ- 
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tion in repoſing every ſuture hope of happi- 
neſs upon his care, his tenderneſs, and honor, 
vowed that all his life, and every purſuit 
ſhould be devoted to the dear purpoſe of ſe- , | 
curing my felicity, in gratitude for the ineſ= | 
timable bleſſing of my heart. A bluſh of the 

pureſt pleaſure ſuffuſed my cheeks in return- 
ing his embrace, while with delighted ſatis- 
faction, in tremulous accents I aſſured him, 
every tender wiſh was gratified, in the 
idea of being his for ever, and that I felt a vir- 
tuous pride in having the diſtinction of his 
name, and dearer claim of his protection. 
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By the direction of Mrs. Menville Lord 
St. Clair engaged apartments in the houſe of 
a neighbouring farmer, and I reſided at the 
parſonage, paſſing for an orphan relation of 
the curate's. 
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In three ſucceſſive ſundays the banns of 14 
marriage were publiſhed between Athwold l 
Arundel and Ethelinde Martini ; all was con- 
ducted with legal ſolemnity and decorum, and: 
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in proper time I became the happy bride of 
my beloved St. Clair. In the rapture he felt 
on my being his own beyond the poſſibility 
of diſpute, his mother and the effects of her 
reſentment were alike forgotten, and bleſt in 
each other, in humble retirement, contented 
we could have relinquiſhed the ambitious 
world, and all its ſplendid allurements, but a 
little time convinced us we poſſeſſed neither 
the power nor inclination to make that deci- 
ſion for another, and gave a different turn to 
our ideas and intentions. 


Langour and indiſpoſition ſoon announced 
my pregnancy, then our own ſerene ſatisfac- 
tion received allay, and though regardleſs of. 
dliſtinctions ourſelves, all the father was awa- 
kened, all the mother trembled, leſt they 
ſhould be blighted or obſcured in our un- 
known unborn treaſure, 


e with theſe ideas I ſubdued every 


e. mother 
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mother, conveyed through a private chan- 
nel; and plead in excuſe for his long ab- 
ſence having been on a ſhooting party in the 
north; our conflict was ſevere yet we con= 
quered, and he having promiſed to return and 
cheer me in my approaching hour of anguiſh, 
by his endearing preſence, we reluctantly tore. 
ourſelves from the arms of each other. 


Oh! how changed did every thing ap- 
pear in his abſence ! A gloom was added to 
the bleak aſpect of the dreary ſeaſon, and all 
creation wore a darkened hue to me; in my 
St. Clair's kind correſpondence I found my 
deareſt comfort, and in preparing for my in- 
fant ſtranger employed my time; in the be- 


nevolent Mr. Menville I experienced the 


_ cheering friend and improving companion, 
his converſation never failed to adminiſter 
conſolation, inſpire hope, and raiſe my de- 
jected ſpirits. | 


— 


In his ſiſter's ſociety I felt little pleaſure; 


in every point ſhe was the reverſe of her ami- 
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able brother, and nothing but his ideas of the 
claims her unprotected condition and infirm 
health had upon him could have enabled him 


to ſupport her ſtrange wayward humours, for 
ſhe was peeviſh, diſcontented, and moroſe ; 


moſt probably ſome early diſappointment had 


chilled her gentler feelings, and planted the 


thorn of envy in a naturally good heart, for 
ſhe ſickened at the voice of pleaſure, and 


frowned diſapprobation at theſe innocent en- 
joyments ſhe neither could nor would ſhare ; 
often her ill nature rendered forbearance dif- 


BY ficult, yet in reſpect to her brother, and in 


conſideration of her declining ſtate, I repreſſ- 
ed every retort, till provoked by my calm- 
IE neſs ſhe would loſe all government of her 


SE paſſions and retire in frenzies which I fear ha- 
ſtened her diſſolution. 


At length I was bleſt with the return of 
1] ö my adoring St. Clair, and in a very few days 
IE after his arrival I preſented him theſe little 
& ſmiling cherubs, whom I have here paſt for 
my brother and ſiſter. I cannot deſcribe the 
"INS | triumph 
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ciuniph which glowed in the father's breaſt, 
and animated - his manner when carefling 
the infants, they appeared to have heightened 
his tenderneſs for their mother, and for a 
while we were the happieſt of human beings. 


« Ah! thoughtleſs mortals! ever blind to fate, 


& Too ſoon dejected, and too ſoon elate. 


Soon indeed was our dream of happineſs 
deſtroyed, ſoon our ſerenity was interrupted, 
and by means which gratitude intended ſhould 
promote felicity, and give a teſtimony of re- 


gard. 


8 


1 
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During Lord St. Clair's reſidence with his 
mother, he had ſo warmly intereſted himſelf 
in favor of Mr. Menville, that her Ladyſhip 
either in remembrance of his ſervices to her 
ſon, in reſpect to the late Lord's intention, 
or to be free from further importunity, pro- 
miſed to preſent him to the Rectory of Arun- 
del, on the death of the incumbent;zwhich 


happening 
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happening at this time, Mr. Menville was 


& ſummoned to diſcharge its duties. 


Methought a bluſh of inward reproach 
dyed his honeſt face, as he peruſed the letter 
which offered him the preſentation, in reward 
for the zeal and care he had evinced for his 


pupil's welfare and intereſt, but conſcious 


rectitude of heart, and intention, ſoon diſpelled 
the uneaſy ſenſation, when turning to us with 
a {mile of benienity, he ſaid his removal need 
not break up the little houſhold, nor I change 

my reſidence until circumſtances wore a more 
favo ble aſpcct, as his ſiſter would till pre- 
fide at the parſonage, and be happy in my 
fociety. Poor woman !— Notwithſtanding her 


apparent apathy to every thing, I believed ſhe 


felt gratified in her brother's preferment, and 
promiſed herſelf a world of conſequence in 
being ſole directreſs of the humble abode ; a 
conſequence ſhe only experienced in idea, for 
her diſorder, which was a deep decline, made 


rapid and alarming progreſs, and the evening 


fone, that appointed for her brother's de- 
parture 
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parture, ſhe cloſed the ſcene of exiſtence, ex- 


piring in her brother's arms without a ſingle 


ſtruggle. 


The day after that in which her cold re- 
mains were laid in hallowed ground, Mr. 
Menville was obliged to leave us, though with 
many an anxious thought for my future fate. 


Dreary and forlorn as our ſolitude was now 


become, I would have remained in it, but my 
St. Clair would not hear of the propoſition, 
but haſtened to town 1n order to promote a 
plan, which he affured me would terminate 
all our uncafineſs, and lead to the happieſt 


purpoſes. 


He ſoon returned, and with joyful exult- | 


ation he informed me, that he had related my 


hiſtory to his ſiſter, and confeſſed his attach- 


ment, though not his marriage, and that ſhe 
was prepared to receive me with friendſhip 


and kindneſs as her humble companion, the 


only ſituation ſhe had the power to offer, ſo 
totally 
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totally were all her actions reſtricted by her 
mother. © Though humiliating, my beſt 
life, continued he, © condeſcend to ſubmit 
for the ſake of your adoring huſband ; there 
you can engage the affection of a noble 
minded ſiſter, there you will be ſecure from 
inſult, and there we ſhall at leaſt have the ſa- 
tisfaction of beholding each other, and I in- 
dulge a hope, that my Ethelinde's merit will 
attract even my mother's notice, and claim 
her regard, when ſhe will no longer wonder, 
er bl: me her ſon, for being ſenſible to per- 


fection.“ 4 4 IE. 58 


Though leſs ſanguine in my expectations 
than St. Clair, dee ming his judgment ſuperior 
to my own, and to grant his wiſhes being my 
delight, I inſtantly prepared for my departure 
from the parſonage ; on my arrival in town 
1 placed my little darlings with a careful 
here I could viſit them daily, and ac- 

ing ro the directions of my St. Clair, ar- 
rived late in the evening at the magnificent 
manſion of his mother. 
EXD OF VOL, I. 


